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My Deab Sib : — 
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this Volume to you, for, believe me, your commenda- 
tions alone have drawn the Manuscript from seclusion. 

May I trust that the hopes now tinned into flame 
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PREFACE. 



I HAVE written a current History of Nicaragua, a 
Guide Book, and famished in a succinct form, infor- 
mation, Geographical, Topographical, and Statistical. 
My residence in the country afforded me great facilities 
for comparing and verifying the authorities consulted, 
and the results of my observations and deductions are 
comprised in the present volume. 

The Past of every Province of the Spanish Americas, 
abounds with interest to the student as well as the 
general reader ; and " El Paraiso de Mahoma" has a 
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present historic importance, whicli renders aught oriho- 

doY upon the country desirable and attractive. 

I have penned my pages with a view solely to merit 
the respect of the Public, having neither varnished nor 
tarnished a subject, at present vital to my own country ; 
and I feel assured, that I have not been led astray by 
the garbled statements of those, whose interests may 
have suflEered from causes, which have not exercised, in 
the remotest degree, an atom of influence upon me. 

Peter F. Stout. 

PuiLAoiLFBU, Febniarj, 1859. 
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NICARAGUA. 

ITS PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 



CHAPTER I. 

■X T B HT— OEOOBAFHICAL POSITIOR — VOLCANOES — LAIOBS — ^KAHAOTTA AWD NTO- 
ABAOUA — BITBBS — THE RIO SAN JUAN — TRAILING YINBS — ALLIGATORS^ 
MONKKTS — RAPIDS — THE CASTILLO AND MACHUOA— CLIMATE — TBXPERATURE 
— AN INCZDENT. 

The Republic of Nicaragua is embraced entirely between 
83^ and 88^ west longitude from Greenwich, or 6° and 11° 
west from Washington, and between 9° 30' and 15° of north 
latitude, with an area of between fifty and sixty thousand square 
miles, being about seven times the extent of Massachusetts. 
It is bounded by the Caribbean Sea on the east ; on the west 
by the Pacific Ocean ; north, by the riyer Yanks, or Segovia, 

a (It) 
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and partlj hj the rirer Roman ; and sonth bj Costa Rid^^ 
or, as this is a mooted point, we may add, its sonthem bound- 
ary, separating it from Costa Rica, mns in a right line from 
the month of the rirer Salto de Nieoja to the lower month 
of the Rio San Jnan. Its geographical position, haying a 
fine harbor, the town of Grejtown, or San Jnan, on the At- 
lantic, and other fine harbors on the Pacific, fnllj entitles this 
small State to the consideration of statesmen and the mercan- 
tile world, and has won for it its motto '* The vad gale of the 
twin sea," The great chain of Cordilleras direrges in two 
ranges, and all the streams npon the sonthem side' fall into the 
lakes Managua and Nicaragua, or into the Rio San Jnaa. 
The Pacific range, in volcanic cones, follows the general direc- 
tion of the coast, gradnallj settling to low hills and plains. 
The principal cones are Momotombo, Momobacho, Ometepec, 
Madeira, with those of Yiejo, Santa Clara, Axnsco, Orosi, 
Abogado, together with others less remarkable, yet known 
not alone as landmarks, and as beautiful natural structures^ 
but as being the traditional depots of great hidden wealth. 

There are two remarkable and beautiful inland lakes: that 
of Managua, erroneously called Leon, and Nicaragua; the 
former being about fifty-five miles long by thirty-five in width, 
ranging from two to thirty-five fathoms deep. The moun- 
tains of Matagalpa, rich with silver, gold, lead, and other 
minerals, on the northern and eastern shores, margin with 
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frcmdroiiB beauty this qniet basin, while MomotombOy from 
whose lofty peak I watched thin cloads of smoke wreathing 
npward, relieyed by the dark gray morning sky, rises, grandly, 
in its bosom ; Momotombita, a fit companion, stands in bold 
relief, so beantifnlly artistic in design and character, that it 
wins an involnntary exclamation firom ns as, on the beach, we 
gaze far np its shaggy ascent 

The Lake Nicaragua is about one hnndred and ten miles 
long by thirty-fiye to sixty miles in breadth, and every 
Tariety of depth may here be fathomed. This sheet of water 
IS the most beautiful of any I ever saw ; and yet within its 
depths the rapacious shark fins his way along, and the timid 
mariner witnesses waterspouts, and experiences the most 
sudden, dangerous squalls met with in any water on the globe. 
Its sole outlet is the Rio San Juan. During the months of 
October, November, December, and January, the prevailing 
winds are from the northeast, and the waves of the lake scud 
angrily upon the beach, dashing the spray, broadcast, in 
refreshing showers. At such seasons, travelers, desirous of 
journeying from the south, experience much difficulty in 
getting off in the small schooners heretofore exclusively used 
between Oranada and the ports south of it — San Jorge and 
Tirgin Bay. Indeed, I have known parties who have been 
delayed two weeks, yet endeavoring, perhaps frequently dur- 
ing the day, to launch their boats, but ere their sails would 



so KTGARAGUA. 

fill, the breakers, mshing shoreward, wonid driTe the boats 
high and dry upon the beach. It was formerly sapposed firom 
this, that there was an ebb and flow to the lake, and jadging 
at snch seasons, a stranger would be convinced that it was no 
dream, bat an actual reality. The streams known as the San 
Carlos and Serapaqni, flow into the Rio San Jnan, with 
numerous others bordering it. This riyer is firom one hon- 
dred yards to a quarter of a mile wide, firom one to twenty-' 
five feet deep, and about ninety-one miles long, margined 
by heavy underbrush and fine timber; while the bank oa 
either side is so heavily screened with trailing vines, that 
at various places it is impenetrable to the eye. I have seen 
a single one, climbing up a gigantic Trumpet-tree, wreathe 
round its top, cover it, then falling gracefully in myriads of 
clusters resembling the various jets of a fountain, reach terra 
firma, then clasp another tree, and so on until one would almost 
imagine the Banyan before him. Upon its shores, and on 
the many sand islets, is seen reposing, in fancied and blest 
security, like a fat millionaire, the swarthy alligator ; and leap- 
ing from tree to tree, and shriekingly from vine to vine, are 
countless monkeys — some short-tailed, others long, ring-tailed, 
others no-tailed, cropped off short, regular bob-tails. 

For calm, quiet beauty, the Rio San Juan is pre-eminent^ 
and will retain numberless charms for the tourist's eye, even 
should the axe of the settler ring through the wilderness on 
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itB banks. There are yarions rapids in the accent, tIz. : the 
Machach% the Castillo, the Taaro, the Cow, and the Cal£ 
The Machncha Rapids take their name from Captain Diego 
Kachac% who, in 1529, explored the river. They are bj no 
Deans entitled to the name, but may better be designated as 
an eddy, for here the river bends, and the cnrrent is swift^ 
indeed very swift, yet navigable for stem-wheel boats without 
mnch difficulty. The Castillo Rapids — where the old castle 
firowns from its height of one hundred feet or more above, are 
tmly such, yet far from equaling those on the St. Lawrence 
River, and others elsewhere. They appear to have been 
formed by art, rather than Nature. Large loose stones 
obstruct the river, and the swift current roars through the 
interstices, seeming at a short distance to be indeed very 
formidable ; yet I, with others, in 1850, endeavored to haul a 
stern-wheel iron steamer up them, and should have succeeded, 
bad the banks been firm, or had we had a stump around 
which to trail our hawsers. Our feet slipped, the current 
swept the boat down — down over the rapids. Being of 
iron, she bounded from rock to rock, and after sweeping 
perhaps one hnndred yards dowir the current, ran safely 
ashore on the opposite bank. 

It requires but little valor to brave these rapids ; and the 
heart of a sailor throbs lightly and easily under his jacket, as 
he steers his craft into the stream, and mounts the noisy little 
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babbles. Fort St. Jaan, called also the Castle of Neostni 
Senora, snnnoants the hill at the Castillo Rapids, on the left 
in ascending the river. It is now in a state of decay ; bnt 
in its earlier days it had a small battery, mounted with thirty- 
six gans, whose platform was level with the water, the whole 
enclosed on the land side by a ditch and rampart. The gar* 
rison consisted of one hundred infantry, sixteen artillery-men, 
and sixty militia, and was also provided with gnard-boats, 
which were rowed np and down the river every night The 
fort was provisioned from Granada; and six months stores 
were always stowed away in the capacions nnder-gronnd 
gamers. 

There is a variety of climate in Nicaragua, the heat being 
less on the Pacific than the Atlantic coast On the former, 
the rainy season sets in in the early part of May ; and with 
the exception or intervention of fifteen or twenty days in July 
and the beginning of August, continues till October, and in 
some sections till November. During the remainder of the 
year an occasional shower refreshes the heated air, sufficient 
only to glaze the parched leaves — ^yet in this dry season, fine 
fruits are in abundance; and although the crisp grass and 
wilted leaves evidence droughty or in fact, correspond to our 
winter, yet with the difference in mid-day, there is no great 
change in the temperature. The interior is cooler than the 
coast by about H^ Fahrenheit On the Atlantic, rains fall 
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throaghont the year with considerable nncertainty ; the driest 
season is from Jane to October; the wettest from that to 
May. 

From daybreak to 10 A. M., in this country, is always pleas- 
ant, and a ride on horseback is enjoyed ; from 10 A. M. to 
4 P. M. the heat is intense, so mach so, that the population 
are generally swinging in their casas in their hammocks, save 
the mariners and washer-women, who are sprinkled over the 
lake beach at Managua and Granada; from 4 P. M. the 
temperature is modified by the coming on of night There 
seems scarcely a pause between the bright glare of the sun 
and the mellow rays of the moon : twilight being a dream, or 
mayhap a memory of a far- distant land. 

The evenings are delightfully agreeable, and the air pure, 
80 much so, that a party conversing in the usual key, may be 
interpreted at the distance of a square, and I have frequently 
been able to follow the air of some serenader, distant at least 
three-fourths of a mile. 

The rainy season is the most pleasant, the thermometer 
ranging from 78° to 88^, rarely below 12° in the night, and 
rising to 90° in the afternoon. At Granada, in June, 82° ; 
in Leon, in July, August and September, 83° ; and a strong 
breeze sweeps from the lake, rendering the nights just such 
as guarantee refreshing sleep. In the dry season, in January, 
the temperature is less occasionally cool ; every thing is filled 
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with dast; clouds of grasshoppers sweep over the forests, 
devour the leaves of the trees and vines, and leave a ghostly 
picture of desolation and aridity behind. I remember, during 
a ride from the little Indian village of Nindiri to Managua^ 
in company with several friends, meetbg a host of these 
rapacious bandittL We were in the midst of a forest; a 
cloud seemed to hang over our heads ; a rattling among the 
dried leaves of the trees attracted our attention, resembling 
sand thrown on blotting-paper, though louder. Wherever we 
turned, there this living cloud extended. We found, upon 
reaching the outskirt of the woods, that an immense body of 
grasshoppers were winging past us, leaving leafless bushes, 
trees, and a trail of barren, poverty-stricken herbage. We 
pushed forward, in a fast walk, and judging by the time 
occupied, we estimated this moving mass to have been at leasi 
four miles long by three miles in breadth. This is not aa 
uncommon visit, nor do I over-estimate the extent of this de- 
scribed party of insects. 

Years agone, their devastation was so greats that prayers 
were offered up in all the churches of the State. The towns 
were filled with them — the yards, rooms, barracks, and 
churches; wherever there was a void, there they went 
Prayers were unavailing, useless, till one mom, at daybreak, 
a mighty rushing was heard overhead. A terrible crash, a 
battling, as it were, of wings, mingled with cries and shrieks. 
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On came the heavy cloud, and far aboYe, clad in angelio 
annor, San Miguel was seen driving the enemy back, and at 
eveiy blow massacring myriads. As the sun rose fully up, 
the scene on Nature's canvas grew fainter, the cries less 
distinct, yet the sword of the patron saint was seen still 
battling. The enemy was routed ; the country safe. So runs 
the story. 

These same insects, or their progeny, returned there during 
my stay in the country, and seemed to have all the fiin to 
themselves. However, they did not settle there, but only paid 
a flying visits leaving ample room for other adventurers, 
whose patron saints were strong arms, whose advent was sure, 
and whose dispersion was at least uncertain. 



CHAPTER II. 

DUTRICTSy POPULATIOir — TOWNS, POPULATIOR— «BA9AJ>i., ITS ARCRITKCTintl, 
CHURCHK8, STRXKTS, CARTS, WASHING AND WASBER-WOMEN — SAN CARLOS, 
THE COMMANDANTB's HOUSE, THE OLD PORT, THE CUSTOM HOUSE — ^LAKB 
NICARAGUA — RIO PRIO—LA BOQUETA — ISLANDS — ^VIRGIN BAT AND TBB 
▲DJACKMT COUNTRY — SAN MIGUBLITA — SAN JORGE, ITS PAROCHIAJL CHUBCS 
— ROAD TO RIYAS. 

There are six districts in this State : viz., Kivas ; Chontales, 

Granada, Massaya, and Manugaa; Leon and Chinandega; 

Matagalpa ; Segovia ; and Gaanacaste. From a late censns 

return, the combined population amounts to two hundred and 

sixty-four thousand : — Rivas, twenty thousand ; Chontales, 

Granada, Massaya, and Managua, ninety-five thousand ; Leon 

and Chinandega, ninety thousand ; Matagalpa, forty thousand ; 

Segovia, twelve thousand ; and Guanacaste, seven thousand. 

There are about twenty towns, varying in population from five 

hundred to thirty thousand. Rivas, or ancient Nicaragua, has 

about eleven thousand ; Granada, fifteen thousand } Massaya^ 
(26) 
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fifteen tboasand ; Managaa, eleyen thoasand ; Leon, twenty* 
fire thousand to thirty thoasand ; and Chinandega, abont 
twelve thousand. 

Granada, lying on Lake Nicaragua, occupies the site of the 
ancient Indian town " Salteba.'' Its buildings are of adobes 
roofed with tiles, while its principal edifices, with domes and 
towers, are of a strange medley of Moresque architecture. 
The windows are bird-cages on a large scale ; the houses are 
one story in height, and are about sixteen or eighteen feet 
from the payement to the eaves of the roofs, which project 
beyond the walls^ and serve to wanderers as coverings from the 
rain. The pavements are raised, leaving the streets about two 
feet or more below; and as the town is built on terraces, 
during the rainy season floods of water rush down this chan* 
nel with great velocity, rendering it any thing^ but an easy 
task to cross from side to side. The streets are narrow, 
though ample for convenience and beauty. They are unpaved, 
and in dry weather dusty ; yet better sheltered by the over- 
hanging roofs from the tropical sun than those of North 
America. The churches are generally in a state of decay, 
and present little remarkable to the eye. 

Kiding on horseback is the principal mode of traveling. 
There are mule paths throughout the entire State, but few 
roads are passable for a cart or wagon, not many of which are 
used. The carters with their loaded vehicles often afford a 
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rich treat to the obsenrer, thoagh doabtless yezations enoogh 
to themselves. With one wheel perhaps in a deep wash, the 
other on a rock, it requires assidnoos attentions on the part 
of the driver to ever reach a market with his cargo in safety. 
The wheels screech, for grease is never nsed, bat instead of ii 
a bash, called the soap-bash, also ased for washing ; this, for 
a time, eases the thirsty axle, bat, anon, as the wheel rolls on, 
its plaintive cries for more soap grate harshly on the ear. It 
is said this cnstom of non-greasing is deemed politically expe- 
dient, for no enemy can thas approach a town withont giving 
dne notice. 

Taken altogether, the cfty of Granada is situated beantifally, 
and is a truly delightfal residence. It was founded in 1522, 
by Francisco Hernandez de Cordova, who built a fort for its 
protection on the lake beach, which is now much dilapidated, 
or was, prior to Gen. Walker's entering it. Its gray walls, 
and its sentry-box, which may once have resounded with martial 
music, are now deserted, save where the humming washer-woman 
hangs the banner of her profession — a shirt, or its accompani* 
ments — on the bulwarks, to bleach in the sun. These ladiea 
do a vast deal of thumping. Your clothes are sent to be 
washed, say at seventy-five cents per dozen ; it must be stated, 
definitely, starching and ironing, or there will be extras in 
the bill. They take the clothes to the lake, place them 
between two large stones, (similar to the iron stone,) rub 
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fhem with the soap-bash, and then beat them till in a foam ; 
then a rinse in the lake ; soap them again, and another beating 
npon the stone, in so yigorons manner, as only to be fnlly 
appreciated by the poor fellow gazing on, and question* 
ing himself as to whdre he shall get buttons to replace those 
now flying off; and who is to do the sewing. A clean shirt 
18 a loznry; bat even a clean one without buttons, is sadly 
vexatious. 

Haying ascended the Rio San Juan to Lake Nicaragua, 
let us pause at this spot, and surrey, on either hand, the out- 
spread panorama. To the right, on an eminence, stands the 
house of the Commandante of San Carlos, protected by a 
single gun, loaded to the muzzle probably for ten years past, and 
oyer whose touch-hole lies a piece of broken crockery. Here 
also is the Custom House, a regular frame barn, supported on 
posts some sixteen feet high, and under which goods are piled in 
indiscriminate confusion. The place was dedicated to the State, 
but dogs, pigs, and cows here meet on equal terms, and litter 
and repose in perfect security. The Old Fort lies back on a 
higher point, decayed, and covered with gross herbage. Its 

• 

position commands the Lake and the mouth of the San Juan. 
Here also are piled up a great quantity of balls ; and fine can- 
non, of exquisite mould, lie half hidden in the grass. The 
town consists of a few cane huts. 
The Lake is before us — a wondrous, beautiful sheet — 
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studded with islands, covered with fruits and yalnable 
woods, while, from its bosom rise Ometepec and Madeira, 
giant sentries o'er the wide dbd waving waste. To the left, 
flows the Rio Frio, whose sources are in the mountains of 
Costa Rica, from whence is derived the coolest and most re- 
freshing water in the State ; and although it has a depth of 
two fathoms, or more, for fifty miles above its mouth, and, 
consequently, is navigable for small stem-wheel steamers, jet 
its history is scaled, naught being, as yet, known concerning 
it, save from the unfriendly Gnatosos Indians, who inhabit its 
banks, and who deny all entrance there. From some of these, 
glowing accounts of gold, silver, and opals have been re- 
ceived. 

The islands of La Boqueta swarm near Granada, resembling 
the floating gardens of ancient Mexico. Solentiname, Zapa- 
tero, Cubi, the Corales, and numberless smaller ones, all dot 
the lake, a full account of which we are compelled to forego in 
our general history, though all are worthy of attention and of 
a visit. Across the lake is Virgin Bay, the landing point for 
passengers who have left the United States for California. It 
is on rising ground. The site will never answer for a town of 
any importance, although a pier has been constructed at great 
expense, for the landing of passengers. Its harbor is any 
thing but safe, the bottom being hard and sandy. Prior to 
the introduction of steamers on the Lake, vessels anchored at 
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certain seasons, one mile and a half from the shore, to prevent 
dragging their anchors when the wind was high. 

The country around it is rich and fertile, though grown up 
with rank vegetation and underbrush ; and until the axe and 
plow are generally introduced here, and the hardy Anglo- 
Saxon dares its privations, malarias will abound, and the 
stories of Nicaragua's natural wealth and incomparable beaaties 
will be received with suspicion, or listened to as were the tra- 
ditionary legends of the ancient Incas of Peru. 

San Miguelito is on the little bay of the same name, twenty 
miles above San Carlos. The country around is generally 
uninviting, though good grazing ground. Beyond, lie the 
volcanic mountains of Chontales. The shores are low and un- 
dulating. Those desirous of visiting what is generally termed 
Nicaragua, push across to the west side of the Lake where 
the outlined hills present a more favorable prospect. Beyond 
the black, volcanic masses, the mind imagines green fields, 
luxurious savannahs, and other scenes refreshing and pleasant 
to dwell upon. We shall speak of Chontales elsewhere in our 
volume. 

A few miles north of Virgin Bay, on the opposite shore from 
San Carlos, stands, on rising ground, the little village of San 
Jorge, the. port of Rivas. It is a pretty spot ; almost every 
house surrounded with the coyal palm, the banana, plantain, 
and the cocoa. In its little plaza stands its parochial church, 
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bailt in the oniform Morenqne style, tnd dedicated to San 
Jorge. It is qnite lai^e, and contidDB twelve or Uiirteen 
altars, exclDsive of the maiD one, corering the back part entire. 
It has few relics, nor is it richl; omameoted, but answers that 
for which It was intended^-a house of God. The padre I 
met acted as mjr cicerone ; and altei showing me the (Anrch 
and Tillage, invited me to hie honse, where he regaled me with 
a good cigar, some good wine, and his blessing. I sprang 
into the stirnip, and after promising to delirer certain 1ett«n 
for him, as well as to call agtun, returned to the main road, 
and pushed forward to Bivas. 

The road verges greatly — its length, probablj abont three 
miles, thongh one may think it five or BiX. Scattered along 
ib» ronte are ranchoa hidden in orange and lemon groves, 
while, lining the path, the mango, to me the handsomest tree 
in the world, woes the weary traveler to a siesta. He Is 
tempted to rest ; the cocoa-nnt hangs bewltchingly from ita 
eyrie above, while the rattle of its milk within, appeals strongly 
to his tastes. He seizes a fall one, leaps from his mnle, and 
for a time forgets absence from those beloved in a distant 
clime. 
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BITAS— THB PLAIi;— MARKBV— fSVOBITAI— BASLT HIBTOET— «IL OOmiLM 
DB ATILA — THB ABBTTAL OP TBB BPABIABDI — ^BIOABAaUA — BODBI0O !»■ 
OOVTBBBAS — BBBVAITDBZ — TBB OAPTVBB OP TBB COUBTBT — COUBTBT 
ABOUT BIYAS — BU8XBB88 — 8AM0ZA, TBB BBBBL CBIBP — BOTBL AND BATIBO 
— CBURCB OP BAB PBABaSCO—BUST OP WA8BIH0T0B — BBHBT CLAT — PBICB 
OP LAHD — STORBS ABD TBADB — UYING, BEBP, BTO. — MABBBB OP OOOEIBO 
— "STOTBS — ^WOOD. 

OuB way is over a rolling country, well covered with fimitSy 
where are numeroas sites for beautifnl homes. Bivas^ the 
capital of the district, is entered by a broad road leading to 
the plaza, found in every Spanish settlement •. Upon it is 
located the Cathedral, Qovemment Houses, and shops, while 
the ground itself is occupied daily by the country people, who 
here sell their marketing — com, beans, onioqs, oranges, 
lemons^ pine-apples, jocotes, coffee, tobacco, sugar, cheese- 
in fine, everything from the haciendas to tempt the appetite 
and appease it The seiiorita, with her dark olive skin well 
3 (33) 
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washed for the occasion, in her nice camisa, not reaching to 
her waist, and with a skirt independent of any contact abore, 
smokes her cigarita, and laughs with the bargainer, while her 
sparkling eye entices the unwary foreigner to purchase at an 
exorbitant rate. 

The dark-eyed daughters of Serille, and the nut-brown 
lasses of Nicaragua, have the same origin ; their langnage^ 
mayhap, is partially changed, yet their spirits, their souls, 
are identical, and he who stays his steps beside the little 
saleswoman, will purchase. Smiles hare a common origin, 
and sweet ones wreathe the pouting lips of Nicaragua's 
daughters, sufficient to bewilder any poor devil who, for the 
first time, dallies by their side. 

The city of Rivas occupies the site of the aboriginal town. 
The first Spaniard who visited it was Gil Gonzales de Avila, 

m 

who sailed from Panama in 1522. This noble landed upon 
the shores of the Gulf of Nicoya, with four horses and one 
hundred men. After experiencing many hardships, he entered 
the domain q# the chief, Nicoya, who gave the Spaniards vain- 
able presents, and in turn received from them glass toys and 
other pretty articles. Gonzales, learning that many miles 
northward, another chief had his territory, pushed forward, and 
reached the old town of Nicaragua, now Rivas, the subject 
of our present chapter. After some difficulties, battles ensued 
between them. The Spanish horse, an object of terror to 
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these Indians, as well as to the early Mexicans and Peruvians, 
sared the utter destruction of the Spanish party; and they 
returned to Panama, with mighty accounts of the country, its 
resources, and its people. 

Pedro de Arias thereupon determined to found a colony 
there, and dispatched Francisco Hernandez de Cordova for 
that purpose. Leon and Oranada were built ; but Pedro de 
Arias dying, his son-in-law, Rodrigo de Gontreras, succeeded 
him. The orders of the crown, denying him, or any of the 
officers, holding the Indians as property, were disregarded. 
Provoked by petty and private jealousies, assassinations 
occurred. Rodrigo sought Spain to vindicate himself ; and 
in his absence, Hernandez openly revolted, took possession 
of the country, and then embarked for Panama, which he 
captured ; met with various mishaps, and finally sickened and 
died. In time it became a province in the Captain-generalcy 
of Guatemala, and so remained until 1823, when a spirit of 

republicanism drove monarchy from the country. Such is 
the history of Rivas. 

The country immediately around, is just such as might be 
rendered all that man could desire. Three good crops may 
be raised annually. Com will average fifty to seventy bushels 
to the acre. Indigo grows luxuriantly ; fine woods ; and the 
best-flavored and strongest coffee I ever drank — to my taste, 
superior to the Mocha. At one time Rivas occupied the 
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prominent position for commerce ; its port^ Baa Jorge, 
fortj-fire miles nearer the Rio San Jnan than Granada, and 
the immediate lands abont San Jorge being well coltivated 
and high ; bat the connection now folly established thfoogh 
from the Pacific, has deprired it of all importanea^ and' 
Oranada most become at some time the fitvorito locality in 
the State. Prior to the connection abore-mentiaDedt pas^ 
sengers touching at Realejo, on the Pacific, trayeled on mides 
across the conntrj, and arriving at Qranada, wonld there take 
bnngoes, at whatever rates could be agreed on, for Qreytown. 
This of itself has aided Oranada greatly. Impressed with its 
delightful situation, its bathing, its fine fruits, and the high 
order of intellect of its inhabitants, many remained there for 
months* Some intermarried, and thus business connections 
were formed, which eventuated in Oranada becoming the 
fiivorite among all classes of foreigners. 

To me, however, Rivas is a grand old place. There b 
something in the ruined cathedral on its plaza, the marks of 
devastation everywhere to be found, the remnants of antique 
statues seen in old rubbish, and in the song^ of the people^ 
which remind one of some old legend, read in the palmy 
days of youth. I passed hours sitting on a broken wall, en- 
deavoring to imag^ fully to myself the primal condition of 
this edifice, of this statue, or of that cathedral Amid so 
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modi fiiflen gprandenr, such general wreck, what leasons have 
been taaglit, and what hare been learned 1 

War is common among all the Central States. The leaden 
think HtUe of an engine which conreys death, to the mass'; 
'politics are their footballs, and the people the levers, the 
took whereby their ends are to be attained. One mom, after 
a kmg walk aboat the sobnrbs, on reaching a comer, I ob- 
wmd a gibbet before me. I asked a mnchaoho standing by, 
what ft meant He told me the famous Samoza, a rebel 
ehiel^ had been hung there. I took out my knife, and cutting 
off a piece^ put it in my pocket, mach to the boy's surprise. 

The hotel I lodged in had every comfort — good beds, mat- 
trasses, a good table, and every edible well-cooked, and, to 
to my surprise, every tiling, even to the towels in my room, 
were white and clean : these luxuries cost two dollars and a 
half per day. Above the hotel stood the Church of San 
Francisco. I had been in* it frequently ; but one day, seated on 
the steps, and casting my eyes upward, to my great surprise, I 
marked the bust of (General Washington, in a niche over the 
door.. Amazed, I inquired of a man passing, what that bust 
was called. He replied : ** Saint Francis." ** Oh, no I" I 
retorted, "'tis an American, the great General Washington." 
The poor hombre raised his hat, crossed his hands on his 
breast, muttered something I supposed to be a prayer, and 
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then replied : " Ah, sefior, he is loTed Terj mnch bj Nicft* 
rngua — and Henry Claj, too." Two tribntes firom a poor 
NIcaraguan to the memories of great men of mj country. I 
took hitt arm, walked home with him, and spent seTeral de- 
lightful hours in his humble house. 

The price of land in and about this city k Tery moderate^ 
at a short distance from town being only from fire to seTen 
dollars per acre. There are many delightlol priyate lesi- 
deuces, and the rent of a house, in good order, can be had 
for from eight to twelve dollars per month; so that on a 
trilling annuity, a foreigner could live as happily as heart 
nood <lcHiro. The business habits of the people are simple ; 
aiul Judging by the ease with which every matter of 
buMinoits is characterized, it would lead to the supposition 
that ihcy wore unaccustomed to trade, yet such is far from 
the truth. They bargain well ; are, in fact, inveterate Jews, 
whether the amount bargaining for be a dollar's worth or a 
dime's. Tlie store is one corner of a front room, opening on 
the street, cooped off, and resembling an old-fashioned comer 
cupboard. Here are stowed laces, mffles, calicoes, prints, 
atul other commodities ; pins are generally scarce articles. As 
a general thing, there is much to amuse one among the shop- 
keepers. A pound of cheese is wanted. The pound cannot 
be got in a lump — it being the custom to cut it into small 
square pieces about the size of a sugar-cracker, and in this 
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way one most take it One wants to purchase chickens; beans; 
hides, or anj thing else at wholesale. The retail price for 
chickens is, say, twenty cents per pair. By the quantity it 
will more than likely be thirty or forty cents, for the simple 
reason that yon want titem, and therefore most pay. Beef, 
good and fat^ cannot be purchased at any price; the oxen 
are worked till they nearly drop, then they are penned up, 
without regard to fatness, until it suits the butcher to kill. 
The beef is cut into strips, like coarse shoe-strings, and then 
dried in the air for use. Whatever of fat is found, is con- 
Terted into candles. 

This beef with corn-cake, sugar and cheese, a sprinkle of 
onions and a heavy dash of garlic from the larder, is the 
general dish, although at an American hotel a splendid meal 
can be had. We give, however, the kitchen arrangements of 
the inhabitants of Nicaragua. The culinary department is re- 
markably simple — ^Adam and Eve might have used the same 
apparatus ; it answers pretty well for fries and stews, but it is 
to be hoped that some kind of a machine may be introduced 
or invented by which a broil may also be had. Two round 
stones, on which a pot is placed, is the stove ; fire is kindled 
underneath, and from this results your meal. In regard to 
wood, one sees no loads brought into town ; a small bundle of 
short sticks is sold for ten cents, and it is very difficult to pro- 
cure a large supply at any price. It is generally porous and 
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wotif aod buns with difBenltj ; and in msny cues it a ■ooroe 
of great annqjance. A rast amonnt is taken on board the 
Lake steamers, and yet bnt little steam can be generated from 
it These boats mn probably six to seTen miles per hour; 
while upon our watersi with our wood, the same ressels ooaU 
easily make from sixteen to aeTenteen. 
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Iir and about Qranada are some few things worthy of note, 
to which we recar prior to commencing oar joomey toward 
the Pacific. On the comer of one of the streets in the upper 
portion of the city — the Jaltera— stands an old relic called 
""The Stone of the Month," which projects about two and a half 
feet aboTe the ground, and is some two feet broad by the same 
in thickness. It was brought from one of the islands by a 
sailor, and is a strange old head. The mouth being open, 
seems to express " Oh I oh I" At one comer of the plaza, stands 
a statue of black basalt^ represenUng a human figure with jaws 
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open and tongue protruding^ on the head <rf which rests a cat 
or panther. 

The old Convent of San Francisco must have been an ele- 
gant edifice in its day, for even jet it retains a massive 
grandeur with the paint and varnish of young years effaced. 
It faces a broad avenue, raised at least ten or twelve feet 
above the level of the street Its plaza firont occupies an entire 
square, with steps on either side leading to the level of the 
street below. The architecture is yet almost intact, and the 
entire building might be renovated at a trifling cost It 
would answer well for a first-class hotel, a school, or govern- 
ment house— by fieur preferable for the latter to the one now in 
use. At the comer of this convent stands another curiosity, 
called " The Whistler," a broken fragment of an antique. 

The parochial church is a very ancient structure, containing 
the bones of some of the early bishops of Managua, some 
prints and paintings of very indifferent merits and also, if rumor 
be true, the body of the Virgin. The story runs thus : This 
body — which heretics pronounce wooden — was washed ashore 
one windy night, and found by one of the padres on the Lake 
beach. It was in a box. Upon opening this, the body was 
discovered, together with an inscription to the effect, that no 
harm should ever visit the church so long as this body should 
be kept inviolate within its walls. The story gained publicity, 
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until finally it reached a donbting Californian's ears. He 
applied to a padre for the facts, who told him It was tme. 

" Well," said the Califomian, " I'll bet my pile it's not so." 
The padre's eyes glistened as he replied, " Yon shall judge for 
yourself. The body is discolored, having been in the water so 
long ; bat you may paint it white, or any color desired, and by 
to-morrow morning the paint will have Vanished. " " Agreed I" 
said onr Mend of El Dorado. The evening came, and the 
Califomian, with his gold in his pocket, and his pot and brash 
in hand, went to paint the statue. The padre did not flinch. 
" Now," said our friend, placing his money on the floor of the 
church, " there's my bet ; and look you, padre, I shall sit here 
all night after I daub this : aud remember, here are two Colt's 
revolvers, and if you dare to touch the body after I've painted 
it, I'll shoot you." The padre's heart failed him. He thought 
the Califomian would trast to the sacred character of the 
church ; but the rase failed, and the matter becoming public, 
a laugh ensued. Whether the joke hurt the padre or the 
Califomian most, I did not leam. 

In the interior of the city stands the Church of La Mercedes, 
which is truly an imposing buildiug. It is situated similar^ to 
the Convent of San Francisco, and although it cannot boast 
of a gilded interior, costly altars, or choice paintiugs, still its 
exterior commands attention. About this church the private 
hooaes are of the first order, and within a stone's throw chiefly 
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reside the elite of the citj. The itieet leadiiig to the 
Jalteya runs by La Mercedes to the south side of the plan^ 
immediately in front of the unfinished Ohorch of San Juaa do 
Dios. The facade of this church is quite elaborate and 
elegantly designed; it fronts north, howoTer, irtiic^ as I 
learned, was considered ill-omened, or nnpropitknUy and it is 
consequently left to decay. 

The Gtoyemment House is a shabby saloon, thirl7 feet Irag 
by twenty wide, and flimifihed with long desks and beneliesk 
made of Madeira wood — a species of cedar— like those used in 
country school-houses. There are seTeral fine hotda in 
Granada, the best, if it still exists, being the Inring House. 
Price, one dollar and a half a day, or thirty-one dollars a 
month. It is located on a street leading east from the 
plaza, and immediately in the rear of the parochial church. 

Upon the northeastern side of the plaza, stands the caarteli 
a long, one-story building, roughly built, serving as barracksb 
magazine^ armory, drilling-room, and prison. From this 
celebrated depot the troops are trotted out at 18 M. efsiy 
sunny day. The drummers beat Tery well, and a march is 
taken around the plaza and the principal streets. The band 
generally consists of two violins, two chuionets, one flute, two 
or three brass instruments, and a drum and fife. They really 
perform remarkably well ; though, for their very livei^ thcjf 
cannot play " Yankee Doodle" property. The music in ohaiidi 
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is nsiiaUy good. The ordieitrft fa larger than the band, and 
there is generally a good eeoond tenor Toioe of eondderable 
compaai and aweelnen. 

FBMrali are attended bj any and every body. After the 
anointing with almond oH, the bo^ is placed on a bier) 
the bearen take their poet% and the prooeaiion UMTea on, 
headed by the prie8ta» ringing. Should the ftmeral be that 
of a ddld'i^ the coqise is neatly dressed, the little hands 
crossed on the breast, the eyes scwietimeB closed, and wreaths 
or bnnches of flowers csst oyer it and placed abont the head* 
Three or foor mnsicianB are kept fiddling and sfngipg, and 
boys are firing off rockets, squibs, and crackers incessantly, 
and thns they march to the final resting-place. To become 
accnstomed to such scenes greatly reduces the horror, the 
unknown, indescribable feeling occasioned by sudden or 
familiar approach to death. Yet it is trying to one's nenres ; 
and I kept my eyes about me to ayoid scenes repuIsiTe to 
me, brace myself as I would. The grave-yard is about one 
hundred feet square, enclosed with a high fence. They com- 
mence at the gate, and bury in a circle ; and when the entire 
ground fa covered, which, I am told, fa about once a year, 
they then dig up the bones, collect them under a slab placed 
for the purpose, and on a certain fixed day bum them all. 
So we go : dast we are, but to thin air we vanish. 

All the feast days in the calendar are kept sacred. Every 
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one bestows his time opoa them, and holy week and all oth^ 
holidays are hailed with great pleasure. The bells are so 
constantly ringing, that one grows accostomed to their ding- 
dong, and feels ill at ease when wandering in some secluded 
spot, with nothing but the songs and chirps of birds to break 
the monotonous silence. 

The instruments of music are quite numerous, I have 
heard, on a serenade, the overture to the .Caliph of Bagdad, 
overture to Lucia, with various masses and anthem^ by the 
old masters, performed in much better style, and in more 
perfect time, than in my own city, where so much respect is 
paid to musical education. The guitar is pre-eminent in all 
Spanish countries and provinces, and will ever remain so, 
for as an accompaniment to the voice, it cannot be surpassed. 
The flute and clarionet are also heard. Many of their com- 
positions I have listened to with great pleasure, and regret 
that I can only remember or recognize an occasional link in 
the chain of the melody. 

The masses dress neatly; the legislators usually in black, 
with black silk hats. The public, as a class, wear white coats, 
white pants, and a scarf of scarlet or yellow silk, as a sash, 
about their waists. This, with the jaunty, easy, graceful 

f 

panama, completes the costume, which is agreeably conve- 
nient in such a clunate. Clothing is dear. They have a 
French tailor in Granada who cuts well. Shoes can be bought 
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for about one dollar and twenty cents a pair. Hats at Tariona 
pricea. Bent is very low. For eight dollars per month, I 
took a house in the centre of the citj, nearly adjoining the 
Church of La Mercedes, containing three large rooms, with 

a kitchen, an immense yard, and large stable attached. I 

* 

deemed this very reasonable, but my friends thonght it more 
than sufficient 

The customs are extremely primeval, and I was nerer 
offended by any rudeness or inciyility. I found the old rule 
always brought me out right in the end — Do as you would be 
done by. And yet I have heard of extreme cases of duplicity, 
particularly toward foreigners, by those in power. There is 
little for outsiders to hope for, when a nation is wanting in 
faith to its own. 
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BiYAS was once the seat of a Mexican colonj, goTerned by 
a Cazfqne, Niqaira. The dirty h6mbre, who bears prodigioos 
burdens of com upon his back, and who hesitatet at nothing 
for a little money, can readily be traced to this origin. Indeed, 
in the Tarions districts of Nicaragna, the inhabitants differ 
greatly, not only in physiognomy but in manner. Those of 
Leon, and the interior generally, bear themselves with greats 
ease, are more enlightened and refined, and erince a stndioos 
neatness in their apparel Upon the yolcano of Ometepec, in 
the midst of the Lake, are the descendants of the Aztecs with 
(48) 
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some of their monuments still remaining, though both are in a 
decaying state. The earlj padres who accompanied the 
Soldiers of the Cross, evinced any thing but forbearance 
toward these dumb statues, from which we might now gather 
so much. Even those remaining have, in many cases, been 
hidden by the natives, who yet hold them in reverence. 

Within two leagues of Bivas, is a greater population than 
is found to the same extent in any other portion of the State. 
The land is well cultivated ; between the road to Qranada and 
the Lake, a perfect garden ; to the left, voluptuously rolling, 
at times rising to a little hill, yet every acre capable of culti- 
vation. Its many beautiful sites for haciendas has frequently 
attracted my attention. Three leagues from Kivas is the large, 
long town of Obraje, truly an aboriginal production. It is one 
of several around Kivas, and is a pretty fair sample of them all. 
Beyond Obraje stretch luxuriant fields, carpeted with waving 
grass, inviting one to slip from the saddle for a roll ; but the 
sun beats fiercely there, and we jog on through rows of papaya 
trees heavy with fruity beautiful gardens well trimmed, and 
fields of maize rich in promise of an abundant harvest. We 
ford a stream, where my mule stops to drink and I to rest. 
This is the Oil Gonzales, so named after the adventurer of 
whom we have already given an account. Water is appreciated 
here, for though a mountainous country, streams are scarce. 
The Tolcanoes, thirsty fellows, seem to have swallowed them up. 
i 
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On a bosh, bj the roadside, hangs something resembling a 
cart-lash, striped like a barber's pole, and which I am told — to 
use an English word — is a barber snake, and Tery venomons. 
Taking the hint, I give the gentleman a wide margin and 
pass on. These reptiles are sometimes found where least ex- 
pected. In Central America the houses rarely have any ceil- 
ing to the rooms, and they sometimes hide away in the thatched 
roofs ; occasionally falling upon persons underneath. Those 
yisiting this country should take calico with them for ceilings 
as well as for canopies to bedsteads. They should also pro- 
yide themselves with mattrasses, musquito nets, blankets, India- 
rubber clothing, hats, strong boots and shoes, knives, pins, 
percussion caps, and mercurial ointment wherewith to oil the 
locks and barrels of their guns and pistols. 

A stray boa constrictor may also be found on these gorgeous 
savannahs. At Yirgin Bay I saw a very fine specimen, and 
felt particularly relieved when I learned it was dead. 
By the roadside I saw two panthers, called tigres or tigers. 
They are the jaguars or ounces of South America, and are 
quite numerous here. They are of a tawny color, breast and 
belly almost white, while the body is variegated with black 
oblong spots ; are from four to five feet in length, and im- 
mensely powerful. They attack animals, but rarely man. 
The tigre negro, or black tiger, is larger, fiercer, and no 
doubt more powerful ; it is of the same species, but scarce. 
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There are znonntaiii cats, varieties of the tiger species, con- 
stantly roaming after fowl and other domestic attaches ; bnt 
thej prove annoyances only, and are not to be dreaded. The 
coyote, or wild dog, is very scarce, though they exist in 
the mountain districts. They are said to be descendants 
of the Spanish bloodhounds, and are sometimes caught, 
but rarely, or never, tamed or domesticated. The bat is said 
by some to partake largely of the vampire. Many stories 
are told of them, drawing strongly on the marvelous. They 
are great enemies to horses, and worried mine much. He 
was a good-looking pony when I bought him ; bnt a sorrier- 
looking animal when sold, I never wish to see. " Oh I agates 
and sassafras, stranger,'' said the sanguine Californian who 
made the purchase, " what a face 1 It is made of patchwork 1 
He's the ugliest critter I ever see'd, and by thunder, I'll bay 
him for a specimen ;" and so he did. 

In the stirrup again, and after a brisk dash, a clearing is 
reached, in which an air of comfort reigns, strongly reminding 
me of some quiet nook in my own native land. It is a fine 
old estate belonging to the family of Gen. Chamorro, late 
President of Nicaragua. It commands a beautiful view of 
the surrounding country, and is just such a retreat as a states- 
man or warrior would be likely to seek after retiring from the 
cares of state. Here the outside world could be forgotten. 
Chamorro, sprung from an ancient and aristocratic family, was 
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a prime inoTer In all public mattera, and Uia Commander-lii- 
chief of the forces dariDg tlie raTolation of 1860, and oUier 
wars eince. He resided in the city of Oraiiada, Dnring mj 
stay there, the troops were regularly reviewed upon the piaia 
by him, and instnicted in militaij drilla. 

To an American eye, these troops presented a qoear medley. 
No plumes waving, no gay banners, no brilliant nuifom^ bat 
a heterogeneous collection of ihirta, bare legs, blanketed In- 
dians from the hills of Matagalpa and Segovia, all banded 
together under their respective leaders, and as seemingly nncoD- 
scious of what was to be done, or to be expected, as tbey 
were regardless of exposing tbeir natural beauties. Standing 
on the elevated places, and glancing along the line, reminded 
one of a worm-fence ; here protruded a knee ; there squatted a 
poor Indian, with bow in hand and arrows over his shoulders 
or by his side. Poor fellow I From the harangues of Bocha, 
the minister of war, he heard abundance as to "human 
rights," bnt his experiences were only hardships, privatlgns, 
and ceaselcBs labors. 

The veterans were as illy accontred, and were armed with 
condemned English muskets, about as dangerous at one end 
as the other. Besides being bad shots, their muskets were 
loaded with a cartridge six to seven inches long, so that the 
eliances for life for the poor fellow who carried it, seemed 
to be increased iu proportion to the fewer nnmber of tjmes he 
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had to fire. TTpon a march firom place to place they pre- 
sented a strange appearance, as they came op a hill, or went 
plunging through a ditch. Still, they are generally true to 
their leaders, and armed with their heavy scythe blades, are 
dangerous opponents. The horror of these geatry are the 
Colt's reTolyers. They can witness a crack shot from a rifle 
with tolerable composure, but cannot stand the consecutiye 
firing of these dread engines of war. 

During these rcTolutions, resort is had to every means for 
the enrolment of soldiers. The market-people are taken un- 
ceremonlonsly &om their wares, the sailors from their bongoes, 
the laboring classes from the rancbos and fields, and a general 
embargo is laid upon every man capable of shouldering oi 
lifting a musket. Those owning mules hide them, that their 
property may not be sacrificed for their country's good. 
Promises are made for payment, yet the issuing of State 
scrip has been so extensively carried on, that credit is at a 
low ebb. In perilous times, monopolies of tobacco, liquors, 
&c., are sold to the highest bidder; but not unfrequently, 
should the war continue for a length of time, the State deems 
the consideration money insufficient, and extra sums are 
demanded. 

Punishments are summarily inflicted in the army. One 
morning in Managua, as I strolled to the Lake beach, I ob- 
served an unusual crowd concentrating in the plaza. I asked 
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what was going on, and was told that some thieves were to be 
pnbliclj punished. The soldiery, probably five hundred in 
number, marshalled in due form, the files wei^ opened, and 
the General'in-chief appeared, heralded with trumpets and 
drums, and supported by his staff. The criminals were 
brought from the cuartel, their hands bound behind them, 
and they were placed in a conspicuous position, to be seen by 
their comrades. A superior officer, after much drum-beating, 
read the charge and condemnation in a loud tone. Charge : 
" Stealing money and knives from certain persons." 

Two or three soldiers, at a signal, stepped from the ranks, 
and took off the shirts of the criminals. " Ground arms 1" or 
its equivalent, " Drop 1" " Draw ramrods 1" and certain other 
soldiers advanced. A temporary post was fixed firmly in the 
ground, to which the thieves were tied alternately, and the 
whippers commenced their exercise. The blows fell heavily, 
and the cries of the poor fellows smote upon my heart 
Their crime merited punishment, yet the whip, in my opinion, 
is not the proper instructor, whereby a moral and lasting 
result is to be attained. 
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RIO OCHOMOOO— OLD 8TBUCTUBK — ADOBB BUILDDI08 : THBIB BTBMJSQTB-^ 
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Anotheb Streamy washing the sandy road ahead ; our nag 
scents the water, and reinvigorated, qnickens his pace. This 
is the Rio Ochomogo, beyond which, on a hill-side, is a dilapi- 
dated old adobe stractorCi square in form, with open sides and 
tiled roof. It is used by the moleteers as a stopping-place, 
and is surrounded with dense forest trees, finer, as a body, than 
any we have yet seen. These adobe buildings will stand firm 
in a tropical climate, for many, many years, though time 
weighs heavily upon all things else. The rich earth producing 
immense crops of weeds and spontaneous vegetation, greatly 

(55) 
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cbaoges the appearance of a rancbo in a very short time. A 
Tine creeps over a high wall in a week, and in damp comers 
a vegetable mould will form so thick in two or three years, as 
to warrant a stranger in supposing it the work of half a cen- 
tury. I have read wonderful stories of Central America ; of 
estimates formed and deductions drawn relative to the age of 
a building, a temple, or a wall, from the immense mass of this 
mould collected thereon. A residence for a little time in this 
country will satisfy any observing man that too much care can- 
not be taken in weighing such a matter. 

An old indigo plantation is before us, now vacant, though 
the vats yet remain. The unsettled condition of the countiy 
has caused this, together with the great amount of expense and 
labor involved in raising so precious an article. Still on, is a 
plain with calabash and forest trees margining the road, and 
at intervals screening a lovely landscape from the view. 
Beyond is the Indian village of Nandyme. Large outskirts 
flank the town, and the generality of the houses are of medium 
appearance. The land is more clayey, and at times slippery 
even during the dry season ; but in the wet, it is a break- 
neck ride to trot a mule over this road. Though mounted 
on a very fair animal, I met frequent mishaps in the way 
of slidings, stumblings, and fallings. Horseflesh here is 
valued pretty much according to gait ; a fine trotter can be 
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purchased for twenty to forty dollars ; while a pony that racks, 
paces or cantors, will command one hundred. 

The Spaniard of Nicaragua is probably as much attached to 
his steed, as was the Castilian of yore. Their animals possess 
wind and bottom, and are remarkably strong, but slow ; and 
few can excel in speed the fourth-rate horses of New York or 
Philadelphia. I had heard much of the horsemanship of these 
people, but saw little to boast of. The Nicaraguan can " stick" 
to a horse well enough, but there is many a country lad of 
fifteen with us who can beat him. 

For endurance, these horses are unexcelled ; they are smaU, 
compact and reliable, bat a great majority of them sprung in 
the knees, rendering them unsafe as hackneys. The mules are 
well-bred, and preserve their gait better than the horses ; they 
are small and can safely be trusted with the rein over the 
craggiest or most slippery camino real. The precision of his 
step in descending a hill-side is wonderfal. Where no man 
could walk without slipping, the mule jogs easily along, his 
head bent down, and his long ears flapping to and fro, a 
perfect picture of easy carelessness. His foot once planted, 
give him the rein and trust to him. He lives upon scanty 
allowance, braves all weathers, endures any amount of 
privations, sleeps well, works well, and is ready for his burden 
and his journey at the appointed hour. The cruel muleteer 
spurs him up with a spike, fixed in the end of a long spear. 
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On our left rises the defunct Tolcano of Momobacfao, lined 
with dark masses of monld-covered laya ; its side bare of trees, 
and exposing a tremendous orifice. There is said to be a 
small lake on its side, and one on its summit^ each studded 
with gold fish. The ascent of this volcano, from a distance 
seems gradual and easy, but is found on trial to be almost im- 
practicable. In 1849, a few Americans tried it, and after 
much toil and severe privations, planted the "Stars and 
stripes" upon its very summit. On the inland side, years 
past, it is said, was a valuable gold mine, yielding bountifully ; 
but during a volcanic eruption it was buried, and so remains. 
I was told by old inhabitants, that Momobacho formerly 
had but one peak ; now there are two points of elevation, joined 
by an intervening mass. The Lake on its summit is said to 
be a quarter of a mile long and half a mile wide. Momo- 
bacho looms grandly up, and can be seen in clear weather 
even from the Jalteva of Granada. 

The country through which our road leads us becomes more 
rolling, and huts, corn-fields, plantain and mango groves in- 
crease. Palm and orange trees appear in quick succession. 
The lemon fills the air with its fragrance ; fruits of various 
descriptions hang from the overladen boughs ; while the tall 
cocoa, running spirelike into the blue ether, is relieved by 
floating clouds. 

Diriomo, an Indian pueblo, lies three leagues from Qranada. 
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It is a prettj spot : its cane hats with thatched roofe peer 
oat from amid the gracefol thoagh dense foliage of the orange 
and banana trees, while on either side extends a lot of ground 
sufficient to afford fruits and vegetables for the entire family. 
Near by stands a stone figure, browned with age and neglect^ 
probably used as a bounduy between municipalities. These 
landmarks are religiously respected ; and as a general thing, the 
definition of " meum and teum" is understood and appreciated, 
though if we credit the reports of travelers, thefts and rob* 
beries here are of frequent occurrence. 

Com estates are principally relied on now, though &om 
the remains of indigo plantations adjoining Qran^da, con- 
siderable quantities of this article must have been produced at 
a former period. The native article of Nicaragua is very valu- 
able, and commands a high price. It is generally purchased 
by foreign merchants, at the annual fair of San Miguel, 
and forwarded to Europe. Again we meet vast fields of 
volcanic matter ; in some places pulverized and yielding, in 
others, loose, hard, and rolling under our horse's feet. 

We strike the road entering into the plaza of Granada at 
an early evening hour, and answer the challenge of the stirring 
and watchful sentinels. The voices of the people seem 
strange, comparing somewhat with a parrot's notes. The 
tones are drawn out or prolonged, and the word of three syl- 
lables has a finale not pleasing to the ear. The sentry's 
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" alertd," or cry, rings distiDctly on the air, and is as musical 
as the chirp of the mocking-bird in the moonlit eyes of a 
northern clime. It is composed of notes designated in melodic 
order, as the third, the eighth, and the fifth of the common 
major chord. There seems to exist a certain chain of sym- 
pathy between people of the same caste, in widely separated 
climes. Recall to memory the old cry of the watchman in oar 
country Tillages of the United States. When the snow lay 
cltistering upon the roof-tops, and mantled all natare with its 
spotless shroad, how clear, cheerful, and distinct did the cry 
of the patrol break upon the ear, " Ten," or " Twelve o'clock 1" 
Analyze it ; it commences on the fifth, ascending to the tenth, 
or third above the octave, and ends on the eighth of the com- 
mon major chord. And so the rosy strawberry woman at the 
door, basket in hand, for whose song the maid stops to listen. 
Yon hear her silvery tones pervading your sanctum, " Straw- 
ber-ries I" It commences on the key note, and the last syl- 
lable ends with crescendo, and diminuendo on its octave or 
eighth. The "attenta la guardia," of the Italian sentinel has 
its peculiar sweetness ; and we might instance a variety of 
others, all logically leading us to a sympathetic afiQnity between 
such public characters in every clime. 

** Alerts" was always grateful to my ears ; it was indefinite, 
not conclusive; swinging in my hammock, puffing a native 
cigar, it was an ever ending to begin again, an expectation of a 
resolution never resolved. 
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The heavy buzzards slept cozily on the tiled roofs of La 
Mercedes, as I threw off my philosophical mantle, and leaving 
musical matters at home, attracted by sweet sounds, I strolled 
far down the street. Approaching, I found several muaicians 
accompanied by their violins, chanting the beautiful " Salve 
Kegina." An hombre carried a transparency, upon which was 
mdely limned the image of the infant Saviour resting in the 
Yirgin's lap. At the door of the house before which they 
stood, were men, women, and children, kneeling and devontfy 
counting their rosaries. A mother raising her little child 
toward the imaged Creator, muttered a prayer in unison with 
the common melody, and quietly dropped a tribute into the 
hand of a collector who accompanied them. This custom is 
general, and shows how strongly exist the elements of musio 
in this strange, eventful, but neglected land. A spirit of 
harmony pervades all nature, and a master's touch would educe 
from discord, strife, and jealousies, twin-bom love, peace and 
good-will toward man. 

I turned homeward, threw myself into a hammock, and blew 
out the light ; the world outside grew dimmer and dimmer, 
images and fancies less distinct ; memories became confused, 
and the pall of Somnus gathered heavily over my senses. 
Good-night to all. The cool air took possession of my room, 
and I sank into temporary oblivion. 
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The edifices of Nicaragua merit more than a paBsing notice; 
to me they were entirely novel ; the architecture, though pos- 
sessing its own peculiar character, partakes of the Moresque. 
, They are built round a hollow square, and are only of one 
story in height, as elsewhere observed. The tiled roofs sloping 
to the street, are inwardly supported by posts, sometimes 
of polished iron, mahogany or other wood. At the inside 
corners of the roof, gutters are formed for conducting the rain 
water into tanks, placed in the yard. This is by far the best 
(62) 
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agaa to be had in the conDtrj. The apartments open upon this 
hollow-patio, and are lighted by large barred-windows, which 
project, and in which two or three persons may sit and chat very 
cosily^ Entirely independent of the main house, is the kitchen, 
which adjoins the stable. Neither of these are enclosed, and 
the fodder, com, and manure, lie in threatening proximity to 
the comestibles preparing for the table. The houses are built 
of adobes. These are formed into blocks about twenty-two 
inches long, nine thick, and nine wide, made of a tenacious 
earth or clay, mixed with fine reeds, tough grass, or straw, 
which possesses durability against the tropical rains and storms. 
Some of the poorer houses thus constructed, are considered 
entirely finished ; but those of the wealthier classes are plastered 
with a close mould, resembling a clayey-marl, soft and yield- 
ing, which, upon receiving several coats of white paint, re- 
sembles marble. I can describe it, perhaps, more satisfactorily, 
by calling it mineral- mortar. Such a cement was discovered 
by the conquerors of Peru. Many of the dwellings in the latter 
country seem to have been constructed without cement ; and 
therefore it has been contended by some writers, that mortar, 
or cement of any kind, was unknown to them. But such a 
mould as above described, mixed with lime, may sometimes 
be found filling up the interstices of the granite, brick, or 
porphyry structures ; and in others, where the blocks fitted 
precisely, and left no vacancy for this coarser material, the eye 
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of the antiqnaiy detects & fine glae, bitaminoiis in its character, 
as hard as the rock itselt Hamboldt^ who analyzed the 
cement of the ancient stmctnres at Cannar, says that it is a 
trae mortar, formed of a mixture of pebbles and a clayey- 
marl ; and Father Yelasco is in raptnres with " an almost im- 
perceptible cement," made of lime and a bitnminons substance 
resembling glne, which incorporated stones so as to hold them 
firmly together, like one solid mass, leaving nothing yisible to 
the eye of the common obserrer. This glutinous composition, 
mixed with pebbles, was used for macadamized roads^ much 
prized by the Incas, as hard and almost as smooth as marble. 

The houses differ as much in appearance as in size. Many 
of them are at least seventy feet front, and more, and probably 
one hundred and fifty feet deep. Wells, now almost dry, are 
found in the courts, of immense depths. The one in the yard of 
the house I resided in, was at least one hundred feet deep, and I 
have seen others exceeding this. Whether they were of yore 
rigged with the windlass, I could not determine, yet I found 
no notches in the well-wall to justify any such belief; and I 
have always seen a rope used, which was drawn up and 
lowered by hand. Water, as a beverage, is an extra in every 
town in the State. It is brought from the Lake by the mucha- 
chas, in large jars, who indeed move very gracefully 
along, bearing their cantaros and tinajas upon their heads. 
The price for a certain number of these daily, is ten cents, 
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or probably tweD^-five cents per week. Two dimes are equal 
to twenty-five cents, as in the Soat^em States of America ; 
and at times American gold can be purchased, reckoning eight 
dimes to the dollar. This is the currency from the Lake to 
the Pacific, but not at Qreytown or San Juan del Norte, 
Merchants from^the interior purchasing from, or trading with 
those at Greytown, stipulate the currency to be used, and thus 
avoid breaches of contract and other annoying mishaps. 

Trade is carried on in bongos, a rude boat^ made out of a 
Itfgo log; though small-sized canal boats haye been built^ 
which are not safer or swifter, but are more capacious. Lake 
Nicaragua is far from being a placid sheet of water. Squalls, 
violent and sudden, sweep from Ometepec's heights, and for a 
moment every thing is in confusion. I have been in a bongo, 
during one of these changes, and have seen two water-spouts, 
each of which threatened to engulf us. The natives are swim- 
mers — ^not sailors ; their oars are not long, but have only small 
paddles at the extremities, instead of the usual oar-blades, so 
requisite for speed and power. Yet the progress made against 
tide with such aids, is at times very remarkable. There are 
also sailing bongos, but these are not managed with skill ; 
and whenever the mariners find that safety depends upon ** light- 
ening" their crafts, they plunge overboard, and cling and swim 
alternately, till the elements have calmed. The first steam- 
boat which was introduced upon the waters of Nicaragua, was 
5 
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the Onis ; she was wrecked on the Machnca Rapids. The 
second was the Director, and the Company owning it, succeeded 
in warping her OTer the Rapids. Subseqaently it plied upon 
the Lake, and for years was the sole transport for the passen- 
gers from San Carlos to Virgin Bay« The increase of the 
business of the Transit Company, however, induced the ex- 
portation from New York of the " Central America^'' and 
other steam vessels. 

Bat to return. The buildings are comfortable, and require 
ceilings only to render them all that could be desired as re- 
treats from the rain or sun. They are the coolest I ever lived 
in ; while one avoids that abominable nuisance, the climbiog 
up flights of steps. The wood-work is stanch; every house 
being a fortress per s«, though not in every instance imper- 
vioas to a musket ball, for the casa in which the American 
minister resided, while in Leon, had been riddled by those 
of the revolutionists a short time prior to his arrivaL In the 
early part of the present revolution, the belfry of the church 
of La Mercedes was uded by a celebrated sharpshooter, of 
Chamorro, who from this eyrie singled out, ad libitum, the 
Americans encamped in the suburbs of the city. A diversion 
having been made, however, by the forces under Qeneral 
Mufioz, for the ostensible purpose of intercepting a party con- 
veying powder and provisions to the town, the antagonists 
met suddenly on neatral ground ; and the wretch who had been 
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assassinating his friends and conntrjmen, fell, pierced with 
avenging ballets. His faneral was solemnized with all the 
pomp of the church — the army attended "en masse/' and the 
deepest sorrow pervaded the city. The death of this notorious 
villain brought matters to a climax ; battle succeeded battle, 
nntil General Mufioz was shot at Masaya, with other brave 
fellows. Then followed Chamorro's death, and a new 
regime. 

Passing out of the plaza, upon the South, is a good road 
over a rolling and gradually ascending country ; a mile's ride 
brings yon to a gate. Dismount 1 A lane leads to a casa 
perched on a beautiful eminence, commanding a view of the 
Lake, Granada, and the country for many miles around. It is 
Sandoval's estate, an old indigo plantation. The vats are dry, 
but yet remain in good order. From the mansion in front, 
are seen fields of luxuriant, wild indigo. Upon the rear 
is a deep ravine, leading to level ground which margins the 
Lake. We descend slowly. Here, stretch beautiful lemon 
groves ; there, nod the grateful orange trees, filling the air with 
suffocating fragrance, while the arched mangoes, heavy with 
golden fruit, complete as sweet a picture as the heart of the 
most romantic could desu'e. Fields of com are rustling be- 
yond. The fodder, or sacate, is bundled up and taken on 
mules to the city, where a dime is charged for a small sheaf. 
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This fodder, ander certain cirenmstanees, i8 the best crop, 
as it commands a good price and ready sale. 

Pine-apples and other fmits are abnndanty the white and 
the yellow; I mnst not overlook the jocote, a species of 
apricot, without its sweetness.' It is peculiar in flavor, and the 
taste is to be acquired ; for I conld not eat one at jfirst, bat 
after a timd always had my pockets full They are sold at five 
cents per small basket The beautiful estate alluded to I 
could have purchased for about twelve hundred dollars. There 
were three hundred acres, well cultivated, with good bam and 
other buOdings, indigo vats included. But there was one mis- 
fortune—securing operatives to till it regularly, for natives are 
not always to be depended upon. Their wages are only ten 
cents per day, and after they have received a dollar or two, 
great difficulty is experienced in inducing them to remain. 
Remember, a piece of cheese, a lump of brown sugar, and a 
corn-cake compose the larder of these h6mbres ; and what a 
pile a dollar would purchase ! The vice of intemperance is not 
indigenous. It is an imported article ; and a shame it is, that 
on such soil should have been sown the curses of wine-bibbing, 
with so many other unmanly vices, and that so few of the virtues 
have as yet been introduced. I do not believe the race to be 
entirely lost, as some others profess to do. I have found much 
talent, and many virtues there — much good old-fashioned 
common sense, and have experienced many kindnessee flfom 
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those siraDgWB to me ; and where a single good seed has takea 
root, I will not condemn a nation for private wrongs or private 
prejudices. 

There can be fonnd in Granada, almost every thing desired. 
Clothes are dearer than in the United States. Cloths at a 
very moderate figure, looser in the web than ours, having 
been manufactured expressly for this market, and are both 
cooler and more elastic. Socks, shirtings, &c., are plentifal, 
but far from cheap. Medicines are dear, fruits cheap. Law- 
yers are abundant, and must be well and frequently fee'd. This 
is a co-relative of other civilized nations ; and those who go 
often to the Forum will learo, at least, many of the ways, if at 
all attentive and cute, by which living is made easy in a few 
lessons. 

As a general thing, physic is not in much repute, save in 
slight cases of fever, cold, and other minor diseases. Travelers 
will eat and drink immoderately, or expose themselves at 
night or mid-day, either of which are equally injudicious; 
they then upbraid the climate, and neglect to call folly by 
its right name; but not to do that would be consistent, 
and inconsistency consists in being consistent so far as affects 
our desires or appetites. Then we can afford to grumble and 
revile a country, generous in its pleasures, and gentle in re- 
proofs. Were foreigners to care for themselves and guard 
against changes and seasons as they do when at home, a resi- 
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dence in Nicaragua would prove beneficial to many who are 
now feeding young apothecaries, and who are emptying box 
after box of some patent vegetable Termifuge, or new-fangled 
elixir, which robs us of the little stomach that fast living at 
home leaves many of us at thirty years of age. 
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It would be an almost hopeless task to properly describe 
the mauj religions festivals of the people of this country. 
I entered some of the "occasions," however, in my Diary, 
which were new to me, and may be of interest to the reader. 
St. lago, or St. James, is the patron saint of the Americas, 
as also of Gallicia, in Spain ; and on this day, July 26th, all 
the shops are closed. He drove out the Moors from Gallicia, 
tradition says, appearing on a white horse before the armies 
of the Christian. The celebration of the feast of San Igna- 

(71) 
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tiu8 de Loyola, the foander of the Jesuit Order, is opon the 
30th day of Jaly. The altar is dressed with artificial flowers, 
and on this the image of the founder is placed. Aagost 13th is 
the celebration of the Transit of the Yirgin. In every hoose an 
altar is erected in the sala or parlor, and recitations are per- 
formed from three to fonr in the afternoon. Upon a coshion, 
covered with gold lace and spangles, lies the image of the 
dead Yirgin. She is clothed in gold and spangles ; prayers 
are recited to her before the image, and two waxen candles 
are kept burning, in silver candlesticks, though sometimes 
brass or glass is used. This altar is to be illnminated for 
fifteen successive nights ; and in addition to the prayers already 
named, others are said every night at eight o'clock. 

The Corpus, which takes place in June, is, however, the most 
remarkable, and of course all business is suspended. About 
ten in the morning, a cavalcade moves from the church. A 
troop of military, with funereal measure, leads the way, who 
are followed by six girls, fancifully dressed, bearing large 
wax candles, and accompanied by the "big drum," borne on 
the back of a grotesquely-accoutred Indian, and beaten by 
two others. Then follow men with wooden platforms on 
their shoulders, on which are images of saints. Then, repre- 
sentations of beatified cardinals and bishops, escorted by 
angels with spread wings. Then, an immense statue of St 
Peter, supported on both sides by angels, bearing the holy 
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keys. Then other images in enccession precede the HoBt» 
which is carried under a gorgeous canopj, accompanied 
by the bishop and clergy. Other groups still follow; the 
military bringing up the rear. Passing round the plaza^ the 
procession stops at every comer, where altars are erected, 
covered with artificial flowers, wax candles, and looking- 
glasses, while the spectators kneel on either side. Sky-rockets 
signal the setting out from and return to the church, and the 
booses by which the Host passes are hung with red silk or 
cloth. As in all Spanish and Catholic countries, images are 
much venerated. At Yiejo, near Leon, is one of the Virgin, 
which is visited on a particular day in February. It is 
traditioned as being the gift of the Immaculate Virgin, Santa 
Theresa. 

We had intended to add a few more particulars relative to 
the productions of this State, as well as to notice those of 

* 

States adjoining, for the products of ail are similar. The 
nopaleras, or cochineal plantations of Nicaragua, have dwindled 
into insignificance; but there are still small tracts in many 
haciendas which are given to the cultivation of this article. 
A piece of ground is carefully fenced in with parallel rows 
of prickly pear, the cactus cocbinillifer, or common Indian fig. 
Immediately after the rains bi^ve ceased, the cactus, an insect^ 
is sown upon the plant. Twelve of these are collected with 
a fSeather, from the parent, enclosed all together in a small 
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bag of the make lea( left open, and gumed with a thorn to 
the leaf of the eactns. SeTea or dght bags are placed on 
diifereDt leaves of the same plant. In a short time the in* 
sects begin to breed in the bags, and the yoong ones crawl 
oat npon the plant As thej grow, they gradually cover them- 
selves with a mantle of white paste, which protects them from 
the weather, and in the course of three months thej are ready 
for gatheriDg. This is done by scraping the leaf; and after 
a sufficient number have been reserved for seed, the rest are 
either placed upon tins in a large oven, or thrown into hot 
water. When dried, they assume the appearance of small 
grains, and are ready for market. A second crop is then 
sown, and in three months another harvest is reaped, after 
which the seed is preserved, by covering the plant till the 
rainy season is passed. After four or five years, from the 
great quantity of nourishment extracted by these insects, the 
cactus decays. It is then rooted up, and a new plant soc- 
cecds. The female of this insect is the true cochineal, thongh 
there are two other species in the market Dried, pounded, 
and prepared, it is sold under the name of carmine. 

Coffee is cultivated to no very great extent^ though the 
crop of Guatemala has produced one million of dollars in a 
KJiigle year. If the land be properly drained, the coffee-tree 
lives to an old age. It begins to bear at three years, and is 
in its prime at seven. At five, the top branches are pruned 
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off. Eveiy branch droops downward.. In Brazil, the tree 
bears two crops annoally : the largest in spring, the smallest 
in falL The first is picked when the berry is red ; the second, 
generally small, is allowed to remain until fhlly dry and ripe. 
This crop cnred in the hnsk is yery superior in quality, and 
is called ''pearl coffee/' the blossom being small and tender. 
It remains three or four days on the tree. If the weather be 
warm and showery during these few days, the crop is sure, 
but if cool at nighty it often fails. The berry being carried 
home, is taken to the millhouse. The mill consists of three 
small rollers. The berry is pat into a hopper, and a con- 
stant stream of water falls on the rollers during the time 
the mill is in operation. By this process the outside hull is 
taken off and separated from the berry. The coffee falls into 
a brick tank, where, after being washed and perfectly cleaned, 
it is put away, and covered with tile or brick raised in the 
centre for the water to drain. It is then taken to the curing- 
loft, where it is turned four times per day, until the hull is 
dry and crisp. When it is fanned, the inside hull comes off, 
and the berry is ready for market. 

The principal source of the early prosperity of Guatemala 
was the cultivation of cocoa, which was produced in immense 
quantities, and of superior quality. The province of Nicara- 
gua is said to have exclusively supplied San Salvador and 
Gomayagoa. About the beginning of the seventeenth century, 
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however, the shores of Central America were devastated by 
the repeated incDrsions of the Baccaneers, who massacred the 
inhabitants, destroyed the plantations, and compelled the 
proprietors to seek shelter in the interior. This, together 
with the excessive duties imposed by the Spanish govemmoit^ 
and the expense and difficulties of land carriage, has caused a 
vast diminution in the production of the arUcle. 

The cultivation of sugar shared the same fate, as also indigo, 
notwithstanding their acknowledged superior qualities. During 
the interval firom 1790 to 1818 inclusive, the Central Ameri- 
can States produced 13,346,640 pounds of sugar ; and it will 
be borne in mind that in 1791-2-3, alone, 3,304,250 pounds 
were harvested. Cochineal, the cultivation of which was un- 
known till 1821, yields an immense revenue. Guatemala pro- 
daces larger amounts than any other State in the Confedera- 
tion, reaching, in 1826, to 90,000 pounds. 

Tobacco is raised, but little except for home consumption ; 
though in San Salvador 70,000 pounds have been exported in 
a single year, and from 80,000 to 100,000 from Honduras. 
The clear profit to the nation, from 1815 to 1819 inclusive, 
was $1,594,447. 

Cotton is raised in great quantities, and is superior in 
quality, supplying home wants, and also leaving a margin for 
exportation to the provinces of Mexico. 

Gunpowder, saltpetre, tobacco, lead, shot, and liquors; are 
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all gOTennoent mooopoties. Hats, shoes, saddlerj, jewelry, 
faocy articles, earthenware, and pottery, are maoafactared, 
though not to a very great extent The artificers in gold and 
silver in Nicaragua are extremely ingenious and skillful, and 
exhibit great taste and experience in the manufacture of 
ornaments. 

A visit to the cattle estates, on the opposite shore of the 
Lake from Oranada, will richly repay the traveler. Over the 
fine, fertile pasture lands of a single hacienda, roam a thousand 
cattle, and an equal number of horses and mules, though gen- 
erally inferior in quality. When a sale has been effected, the 
major-domo sununons his men to " lazo" the chosen stock. 

The horses are saddled, and one end of the lazo — made of 
twisted thongs of hide — is bound round the tail of each horse, 
care being first taken to prevent the flesh from becoming lace- 
rated by subsequent friction. The rider gathers the loose end 
of the cord in his hand. He approaches the ball, who, finding 
himself singled out, starts away at fall speed, but the horse, 
accustomed to the game, runs as though aware of every wind- 
ing the bull may make. Coming within the desired distance, 
the lazo is whirled with great dexterity over the bull's horns, 
and on the instant the horse wheels, and the bnll, starting 
rapidly off, is thus thrown upon his haunches. Should he 
prove fractions, he is turned on his back and firmly tied. At 
times, however, the enraged bull, driven to extremities, lowers 
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his head, as though aware of the object of his pnrsaer, and 
retreats to a close place, from whence suddenly wheeling he 
makes battle. These estates are immense, and very frequently 
the cattle and horses exceed the number here given, though 
during the few past years every thing has shared the same 
eventful fate — neglect 

Among the countless fruits is one I have never seen de- 
scribed, but which is by no means common ; and why it should 
not be more extensively cultivated, I cannot imagine. It is 
called the peta-huija. It grows .upon a bush about the size 
of the pine-apple plant. The fruit is nearly as large as an 
ordinary ruta-baga turnip, in form like the strawberry, having 
a complete coveting of leaves or folds, which overlap each 
other like the different pieces of a coat of mail. It is a deep 
carmine in color, full of small, black, round seeds, when cut 
open. The meat of the fruit is sweet and soft, and in taste 
resembles the flavor of the raspberry. When sliced, sugared, 
and baked with wine, it is extremely luscious. It is held in 
great esteem, though I never met with it but once during my 
stay in the country, and this was at Granada. 

Figs and olives would flourish here to perfection, as well as 
the grape ; and there is no reason why wines should not be 
manufactured fully equal to the superior article of Peru and 
Chili. The first olive was carried from Andalusia to Pern in 
1560, by Antonio de Ribcra, of Lima. Tlie jocotes, referred 
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to amoDg the different firaits, are said by writers generally to 
be a species of plnm, bat I rather class it as an olive in 
color, meat, teztnre, size, and in some instances in similarity 
of taste. Onr present limits will not permit ns more extended 
latitude amid the frnits and productions, which subject we 
leave for the present with regret 
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Five miles from Granada is a cacao estate known as " The 
Malaccas." The ride from the city is over a leyel coantry, 
stadded with white cacti and flowering shmbs. This planta- 
tion may be considered a fair sample of that which proper 
caltare and industry may accomplish. The cacao is cnltiyated 
extensively, bat is very rarely exported. That of this State is 
considered very saperior, and is worth three times the price 
of that raised at Gayaqnil. The tree is delicate, and reqaiiea 
(80) 
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great attention, thoagh it repays every expense lavished upon 
it. It bears in seven years, produces two crops aonaally, and 
its yield is perfect in its fifteenth season. It grows to the 
height of twenty feet, its leaves are large and pointed, and it 
bears a small red flower. The pod contains about fifty beans. 
The shoots are planted fourteen feet apart, and are shaded by 
the plantain and the coral tree; the latter is called "The 
Mother of the Cacao," and shields the nursling from the glow- 
ing sun-rays. The cacao drops its bright crimson leaves 
about the beg^ning of April. It is indigenous ; one laborer 
will attend one thousand trees, which will yield an annual 
income of three hundred dollars. Its beans are in circulation 
in the absence of smaller pieces of money than the media, and 
are of the value of one cent. A visit to the Malaccas is full 
of information. Its graveled roads are margined with mango 
groves, laden with golden fruit; and being perfectly free 
from weeds or underbrush, resemble a public square in Phila- 
delphia. 

Beyond the limits of Oranada, upon the right, there is a 
large chasm, where a bridge spans the Camino real. It is 
the result of an eruption of the volcano of Masaya, in 1529, 
more of which we will give in another place. Your head 
grows giddy as you stand on its brink, gazing far down the 
dark abyss. The stones thrown within this yawning gulf 
bounded from crag to crag, while from far below came the 
6 
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echoes, faint and fainter, till tliey ceased. I should judge 
its width to be from twelve to fifteen feet, and probably one 
hundred yards or more in length. 

One eve, while lying in my hammock, and abont sinking 
into a pleasant slnmber, I felt myself bnmping against my 
neighbor, and turned, thinking he desired to attract my at- 
tention. Again, while talking, the motion was repeated. 
Mutually we sprang for the candle. Hearing a bostle in the 
street, we opened the door, to find the inhabitants abroad, 
and expecting a grand crash. Here was a dilemma. Sefioritas 
in distress, with dishevelled hair and terrified appearance, 
appealing for aid, and yet none could be rendered. The 
shocks, however, soon ceased, and we gladly returned to our 
hammocks. 

About the same distance from the city, a road winds through 
a forest of trees of most beautiful symmetry, and arched groves 
of mango, to an eminence visible through a cluster of palms, 
whence the path leads to an indefinite conclusion. The eye 
cannot pierce the heavy shroud of dense foliage ahead or on 
either hand. Carefully our horses tread this shelving inclina- 
tion, reminding one of " Old Putnam's" riding scene in the 
melo-drama. The loose stones, becoming detached nnder the 
horse's feet, rattle down the precipice to the right We hear 
a splash ; another moment, and the gorgeous Lake Poyo bursts 
upon us, fully equaling those of the fairy tales in appearance. 
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This sbeet of water is oblong, about tbree miles in length by 
two in width, the banks inclining aronnd it. The air is heayj 
with the incense of countless flowers, mingled with the orange 
and lemon, while playing over our heads are gay-winged 
parrots, paroquets, and the really magnificent macaw. The 
water is very clear, and impregnated with salphnr. Not a 
hut is to be seen. It has an exit in a small stream on the left 
border, and is an inviting solitude for a bath. 

The lake is full of gold fish, which we can see distinctly 
finning along, their gleaming scales relieved 'by the white 
sandy bottom. Oh, what a paradise is here before us ! As 
fair a picture as e'er was tinted on au easel. There, rise soft 

hills, voluptuously falling to the water's edge, and in the ascent 
flowing to a graceful height, margining a sheet of wondrous 
beauty. The whispering leaves breathe happiness ; the birds 
skimming the rippling-basin seem ignorant of the world be- 
yond, and wing close to us, as though they feel we are 
strangers, and come to welcome us to their sweet retreat. 
Such is Lake Poyo, calm, clear, truly beautiful — ^the em- 
bodiment, the realization of Bulwer's "Lake of Como," 
where every floating cloudlet hath its mirror, and every wind 
hies to kiss its surface. I gaze back as I mount into the 
saddle, reluctant to quit it; and now, seen through an interval 
of time, I still deem it one of the loveliest of my foreign 
memoriea. 
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We breast the hill and gain the plain, torn throogh another 
path to a glade of brown-leaved trees, and reach a rancho 
embowered in a qniet, cosy niche, removed from the glare 
of the angrj son. Here, on either side, are pine-apples 
in abnndance. The bnsh whereon they grow is only aboat 
fonr feet high, guarded by sharp leaves, which punish a hasty 
introsion. A cap of tiste is prepared for as, and we wander 
back to the house. Tiste is composed of roasted or parched 
com, ground sugar, and cacao, and is rolled in long sticks like 
pomatum. This is carried about by the marineros and travel- 
ers ; for by putting it into a tin cup, adding water, and stirring 
'M'ith a spoon, a delicious and cool beverage is instantly at 
hand. In cases of dysentery it is very beneficial ; and this, 
with the milk of the young cocoa-nut, is generally used, and 
found highly beneficiaL 

We may now notice more particularly some of the prodoc- 
tions of Nicaragua. Coffee has been but little cultivated, 
though in Costa Rica it forms a prominent source of wealth, 
and the return has been as high as one million dollars per 
annum ; the necessary expenses for labor being but nominal — 
from a dime to two dimes per day. Indigo has also been 
neglected lately. The plant is said to be indigenous, though 
there is a cultivated species, and the quality is unsurpassed. 

Tobacco is cultivated; and that which is raised upon 
Ometepec, in Lake Nicaragua, is said to rival folly the 
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HaTan% thongh I was not very favorably impressed upon my 
arriyaly with either the make or flavor of their cigars. I 
fonnd them loosely rolled, and the tobacco very imperfectly 
cored; bat " homeward-bound" Califomians have taught the 
natives how a better article can be manufactured. Prime 
cigarros can now be purchased, though at advanced rates. 
Maize flourishes very abundantly. 

The native species of sugar-cane is very different from that 
cultivated elsewhere. It contains more saccharine matter. 
Two crops are grown annually, and it requires replanting 
only once in fourteen years. From this is manufactured the 
great drink of the country, '* aguardiente,'' which is strong as 
Hercules, and like lightning in its effect. If you desire to 
have a friendly tipple upon it, there is no mistaking your 
position for the morrow. Tou are certain to be "tight" 
enough, and equally certain that your friend will be as 
" oblivious" as yourself. 

Cotton is raised to a considerable extent, but is generally 
manufactured for home consumption. Some years past it 
formed an article of export Rice is also cultivated, but not 
exported. Wheat is grown in the Segovia district, where 
the climate resembles that of the Middle States of America. 
These are the principal articles of value, though it possesses 
an enormous wealth of cabinet and dye-woods, mines of 
precious metals, rivers of considerable extent, whose banks 
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require only williDg arms to reclaim them firom entire neglect ; 
and I cannot believe that the far-seoiog, thrifty American who 
has partially scanned this hitherto sealed book, will not refer 
to some of its bright pages when he shall have returned to his 
home, and ere many years shall have circled, I predict that 
many listeners to his strange truths will emigrate to this rude 
Eden, prepared for labor. Its minerals are gold, silver, 
copper, and iron ; lead, nearly virginal, has been found, fhlly 
ninety per cent., and the residue silver. The district of Sego- 
via is famed for its mineral wealth. Rich washings have 
been worked by the Indians at Matagalpa^ as also copper 
mines, which latter yield from thirty-three to forty per cent 
of metal. 

In the district of Nicoya, many evidences of wealth exist, 
and gold has been brought to Granada and other cities from 
there, by the Indians and traders. The silver mines are 
numerous, the veins broad but irregular, and yield from 
twenty-five to ninety per cent. Those of Depilta^ in the 
north, have been worked to advantage, though the ores 
average not more than two per cent., and yet the returns in 
one year, and that^ too, under all the disadvantages of open- 
ing the mines, sinking shafts, &c., were about six thousand 
pounds of silver. The gold is of fine quality ; the washings 
are more than fair, on an average, even to a Califomian, who 
has been led to expect heavy results, and I accept his testi- 
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mony without any hesitation, for he had only to pnll up 
stakes if dissatisfied, and journey on to the land of promise- 
Home. 

Many miners have crossed the Lake, and entered the 
Chontales district In its almost unexplored streams, Obiej 
have found abundant eyidences of wealth ; but illy proTided 
with tools, proYlsionsi, and boatsi, they conld not give that 
time to the matter which probably will be bestowed hereafter. 
I piloted a party across and waited for them three days; 
and upon their return, saw the gold, a portion of which I 
afterward brought to the United States, where it was pro- 
noanced to be fully equal to the best Californian. 

An Englishman, by the name of Paynter, resided many 
years near Matagalpa, where, in conjanction with a native, 
he carried on the crushing of ore, which paid him handsomely. 
He told me his machinery was primitive: a rude, rough 
hammer, worked by water power, for the crushing of the 
rock, which, when broken, fell into a solid basin. He used 
immense pestles, and in this way he said he made as good a 
living as he desired. He could at any time have as much 
money as he wanted ; only increase the number of workmen, 
and this result was certain. Machinery could not be had 
at any price, nor could travelers be even favorably impressed 
with the £acts as to this golden but rugged couutry ; and he 
added: "As I am old, and shall never again return to 



88 NICARAGUA. 

England, I am content with little to do, and that liiUe 
satisfies all my desires." 

Poor honest Paynter I he died shortly after. A better com- 
panion or truer friend never lived. He was a nobleman of 
Nature, with a soul extensive enough to feel for a world of 
friends, with not a selfish feeling, nor an ignoble princi- 
ple. His bones rest far frt)m his rock-bound island home, 
and there are many hearts, no doubt^ which throb in unison 
with mine, as I repeat^ Poor Paynter I 

The mineral wealth of the United Central States is im- 
mense, each province boasting of numerous mines, washings 
of gold, and veins of silver. In the plain of Lepaguare, in 
Honduras, there rises a hill about eight hundred feet high, 
called Cerro Gordo, full of silver veins. Santa Lucia, a half 
day's ride northeast from Tegucigalpa, Mina Grande, San 
Martin, the Gatal, El Chimbo, a mass of copper dust two 
leagues from Tegucigalpa, De la Plata, San Juan de Can- 
taranos. La Mineral de Guascaran, silver ; De Plomo, Villa 
Nueva, and other mines adjoining, Tuscaran or Yuscaran, 
and nine other mines, one of which, the Guyavilla, is very 
celebrated, the Yeta Azul, Mairena, the Corpus, Cedios, Santa 
Barbara, San Antonio, Las Animas, the Malacate, and 
Encuentros : these form the principal mines of Honduras. 

Near Cape Gracias k Dios are found fine opals in abun- 
dance. I have many in my possession, a few of which are 
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coDsidered fhlly equal to the finest Hangarian. One in par- 
ticular, 13 large and full of fire. They are found in a bluish 
rocky rich fiintj quartz, which is with great difficulty even 
perforated with a drill. They are seen peering from their 
rock-beds like the eyes of a bull, round, as large, and very 
frequently much larger. Again, they run in reins in a milk- 
blue rock. The stone then assumes a brilliant mother-of-pearl 
appearance, being striated, and not so transparent. An old 
Frenchman has been for years engaged in their exportation 
to France, and owns a specimen the size of an ordinary 
sickle pear. I had a very valuable one, but it was broken, 
through the want of skill of a lapidary in New York. The 
Indians are engaged in collecting them, and on the moun- 
tains their value is esteemed very inconsiderable. In San Sal- 
vador, at the village of Zatapa, about nine leagues from Santa 
Ana, there are iron and also several good yielding silver 
mines ; and within five leagues of San Miguel there are nu- 
merous deposits of gold and silver, the principal of which are 
Tabanco, Macuelizo, La Baca, El Cuyal, La Carolina, and 
Merendon. 

I have witnessed various interesting experiments by the 
savans of the mineral regions, to discover what kind of metal 
was in an unknown ore, from the color it imparted to 
glasses. The ores were pulverized and placed in a covered 
vessely over a fire strong enough to create a moderate red 
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heat A few grains of the powdered residae was mixed with 
an ounce of crystalline glass, redaced to a powder also. Care 
was observed that nothing metallic, or aught else which might 
tinge glass, should mix with it. After being oyer the fire in 
fusion for some hours, the vessel was taken oat^ and after it 
grew cold, was broken. From the color of the fragments, 
they then endeavored to discover what metal or metallic earth 
was contained in the ore : as, for example, from the whitish 
or milky, that it contained tin ; from the green, copper ; and 
from the rusty green, iron. In an old Latin work upon 
Docimasia, I have found a highly interesting note, which I 
shall add : — " Precious stones are supposed, in their natural 
state, to be originally of two classes — the adamantine and the 
crystalline. If they are found in their matrixes untainted by 
any metallic substance, they remain pure diamonds, of the 
clearest, finest water, or crystals perfectly transparent; but 
if a diamond is tinged with lead, it appears yellow ; if with 
copper and iron, it becomes green ; and if with cinnabar, it 
makes a most beautiful red, and then changes its name to a 
ruby, and loses of its hardness in- proportion to the mixture 
of the metal in it A crystal, tinged with iron, becomes a 
gamate ; with copper and an alkali, a sapphire ; with copper 
and an acid, an emerald ; with lead, a topaz and a jacinth ; 
with gold, a chrysolite ; with copper and iron, an aquamarine ; 
and so on in many varieties ; and each of these may be imitated 
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by mixing preparations of metals with the finest white flint 
glass, by which method all sorts of gems being counterfeited, 
are called pastes, and are used to take off impressions of 
antique intaglios and cam6os." 

In a country whose mineralogy i^ so imperfectly known, 
little can be said ; and I only add here the result of my own 
observations, with such information as I could gain in yarious 
portions of the State from miners and those who were inter- 
ested in mineral derelopment. I have noticed schistus, slate, 
mica, talc, asbestus, interspersed with stratified sand-rock, 
while superimposed on this conglomerate were veins of 
trachytic or basaltic rock. Those of the calcareous, more 
especially, I observed, were marbles, calcareous spars, gypsums, 
and limestones, the latter very compact, and in color white, 
red, blue, and gray. The marbles are white, gray, black, 
and green, and like those of Chili, are susceptible of a fine 
polish. The varieties of spars are infinite, and I have seen 
them crossed in various directions by very fine golden fila- 
ments. 

Quarries of gypsum, the parallelopipedal, rhomboidal, and 
striated, are numerous. That of a light blue, very brittle, is 
found in a semi-calcined state in the vicinity of volcanoes ; 
of this latter, a highly useful and beautiful plaster for walls 
might be made. There are various kinds of the sandstone^ 
viz. : the flint, whetstone, quartz, and rock crystal. Of the 
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plain jaspers, I discovered the fine red, the gray, green, 
white, and the lapis lazoli, and also the gray spotted with 
black, the white interspersed with bine and yellow, and the 
yellow, variegated with blue, gray, and red spots. 

I also foand quantities of colored crystals, sopposed by the 
inhabitants to be precious stones, as they resembled in ap- 
pearance rubies, jacinths, diamonds, Slc, Among the quan- 
tities of quartz in the mountain districts, I purchased for a 
trifle several beautiful specimens of agate; and along the 
western shore of Lake Nicaragua, have seen the blood-stone. 
In the Department Septentrional of Matagalpa, amethysts 
have been found which were enclosed in a gray quartz. Had 
those who discovered the specimens shown to me, dug deeper, 
the stones would have proven more valuable. They varied in 
color, some of a pure violet, others tinged with the deepest 
tint of purple. 

I have been shown, also, several turquoises, greenisb-bloe 
in hue, and others which were very hard, of a deep bine. 
According to Abbe Molina, " these stones ought^ with pro- 
priety, to be classed among the concretions, as they are only 
the petrified teeth or bones of animals, colored by metallic 
vapors." (" History of ChiU :" Vol. L, pp. 64, 65.) Being but 
imperfectly acquainted with mineralogy, and in fact^ not 
having expected to meet with so much of an interesting 
character, I had not at hand a " vade mecum," by which I 
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could at once gain a transient intimacy with the qoality and 
value of these stones, and not being in a country where I 
could gain reliable or satisfactory replies to my queries, I 
have given here the ultimatum of my information, although 
I thought in some instances that colored spar was received by 
the natives as emeralds, topazes, and sapphires. I am aware, 
now, that my latter suggestion is fully endorsed by those inti- 
mate with the subject ; but in the instances given, I may have 
been mistaken. 

In Prescott's Peru, Vol. i., p. 321, by reference, is found, 
that the conquerors having reached a town in the province of 
Coaque, they rushed into the deserted dwellings, and found 
there "a large quantity of gold and silver, wrought into 
clumsy ornaments, together with many precious stones; for 
this was the region of the esmeraldas, or emeralds, where that 
valuable gem was most abundant One of these jewels that fell 
into the hands of Pizarro, in this neighborhood, was as large 
as a pigeon's egg. Unluckily, his rude followers did not know 
the value of their prize, and they broke many of them in 
pieces by pounding them with hammers. They were led to 
this extraordinary proceeding, it is said, by one of the Domi- 
nican missionaries, Fray Reginaldo de Pedraza, who assured 
them that this wtus the way to prove the true emerald, which 
could not be broken I It was observed that the good father 
did not subject his own jewels to this wise experiment ; but 
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as the stones, in consequence of it» fell in ?Bloe^ being regarded 
merely as colored glass, he carried back a considerable store 
of them to Panama." 

It was subsequent to the capture of this province, that 
Pizarro continued his march along the coast^ when a " stnnge 
epidemic broke out in the little army." The Spaniards^ 
exhausted by fatigue and disease, "and grieTOusly disap- 
pointed at the poverty of the land, which now offered no 
compensation for their toils, cursed the hour in which they 
had enlisted under his standard ; and the men of Nicaragua, 
in particular, says the old chronicler, calling to mind their 
pleasant quarters in their luxurious land, sighed only to return 
to their Mohammedan Paradise." 

The topazes shown to me were mostly imperfect^ and full 
of flaws; but I saw not one with double pyramid. I was 
informed that sometimes these gems were found in quartz 
crystals, and that in some instances they were green. I 
doubted this, believing that if any substance of that color 
resembling the topaz, did occnr, it was most probably euclase, 
which may be and has been mistaken for it 

In the mountains of Aguacate, near Cartago, in Costa Rica, 
there are several gold mines; and the neighborhood of 
Olancho is famous for its fine ore, which is said to have been 
collected in the sands of the river Guyape, in its course 
through the valley. 
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Many writers have given statistical accoants of the 
reTenoe of said mines; bnt never having seen an official 
statement, I shall make no estimates of my own. A few 
weeks labor to a party possessing a knowledge of mining, 
and the proper machinery, wonld be ample for the amassing 
of a fortune. Coal has been found in Costa Rica, upon the 
shores of Lake Nlcaragna, and apon the Mosquito coast. 

With such evidences of wealth, there can be little doubt 
of the early explorations of these provinces by the hardy and 
experienced miners of the United States. Their arrival 
wonld be hailed with enthusiasm by a people who venerate 
our government, and love its citizens for their intelligence, 
sociability, and enterprise. 
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Beyond the city the palm is seen waving on either hand. 
The roads are bad enough, but every one should lay in a sap- 
ply of good hamor when traveling, especially in this country. 
Through dark and dense ravines, draperied with bush and 
brier, we hold to the mule path, while myriads of macaws, 
parrots, and other birds, flit across the almost arched trees 
above us. The lake lies on our right, and from the eminence 
now gained, seems like a fine thread of silver tracing the dis- 
(96) 
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tance. From the summit of this ridge we have a glorious 
prospect. There lies Lake Nicaragua; and there, like a tail 
to a silver kite, runs the Tipitapa. In the backgronnd are the 
mountains of Matagalpa and Segovia. A slope, covered with 
forest, sweeps between us and the outlined picture. The road 
is narrow and much worn. Far down to the left» a line of 
smoke wreathes palely up from some hidden hacienda, while the 
hills seem to chase one another in graceful flow, far back to a 
blank horizon. The Indian woman approaching has her load 
of com, a bushel or two, in a net bag, suspended from her 
forehead and resting on her back. I have seen, too, besides 
this heavy burden, a strapping child of six years of age sitting 
philosophically on her hip, perfectly resigned to the slavish 
condition of the toiling parent. This custom, however, is the 
result of the brutalizing treatment of the early Spaniards, the ^^ 
tormentors of these poor Indians. Gladly would I forget that ] 
the Spanish conquerors introduced neither civilization, peace, | 
nor plenty, but wars, rapine, and discord ; sowed dissensions ; / 
and after robbing their prostrate victims of vitality, left them 
poverty-stricken and enfeebled. Spain's day of reckoning 
must arrive. He whose Cross has witnessed so many inhuman \ 
outrages, whose symbol has been profaned, whose people have 
been wronged and betrayed, will not forget the untutored 
Indian, whose hearth has been desecrated, and whose home i 
and hopes have been defiled. 
7 
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We euter Masaya. On either hand are froit trees, amid 
cool cane huts. As we advance, a better class of houses, with 
tUe roofs, are seen ; and still on, for a considerable distance, we 
reach the plaza. In the centre stands a large chorch, aboat 
which are gathered a vast number of market people; and, 
piled on the pave, are quantities of firuits and various articles 
of domestic manufacture. I was surprised to find abundance 
of cordage, hammocks, cotton cloth, saddles, and mats of nu- 
merous descriptions, exposed for sale in the stores surrounding 
the plaza ; but learned, upon subsequent inquiry, that Masaya 
was celebrated particularly for its manufactures. I saw some 
beautiful hammocks, very fine, exhibiting considerable taste in 
the blending and arrangement of colors, adorned with tassels, 
all of which were offered at reasonable prices. For an Ameri- 
can dollar I purchased a very good one ; and for two dollars 
uid a half, one of the finest among them. There is a nack in 
sitting or lolling in one of these airy cradles ; and two -persons, 
reclining midway in one, upon different sides, will thus find a 
grand improvement in their siestas. For warm eves, give me 
the grass hammock. I can rock myself to sleep, or remain 
torpid ad libUum, 

Upon the left hand of the plaza you reach a posada^ or 
hotel, where yon find plenty of room, beans, corn-cakes, sweet 
cakes, dulces, preserves and candies, hard-boiled eggs, and firied 
chickens. The town covers a square league ; though, we must 
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say, that it would be impossible to estimate the extent of any 
of the towns of Nicaragua, or the namber of their inhabitants, 
without allowing a margin for guess-work. None of the cities 
are very extensive — that is, the adobe or finely-built portion ; 
but the precincts, or suburbs, are immense. After riding 
through the principal streets, until you fancy every estimate 
made by travelers wide of the mark, a gap in the foliage will 
reveal cane and mud huts on the brink of some ravine, com- 
pletely embowered in orange and lemon trees; or you will 
strike a winding foot-path, leading far into a hidden depth of 
bananas and palms, which leads you to a populous com- 
munity of plebeians. These are a distinct body, save on holy 
days, when the masses assemble to witness the fireworks, or to 
welcome the entr^ of a conqueror, or a dictator. 

Dogs and buzzards are abundant in and about all the towns. 
The former throng the streets, snarl, bark, growl, and run 
where they are sure to be in the way ; while the latter, on out- 
stretched inky pinions, settle upon the tiled roofs of the con- 
vents and churches, as though they were part and parcel 
thereof. They are universal appurtenances; and the former 
mar a quiet stroll through the shady suburbs, while the latter 
break upon the landscape just as your imagination is about to 
lend enchantment to some vine- twined ruin, and blot out the 
fair proportions of some imaginary airy structure. 

Masaya is a sweet retreat, and is celebrated for its industrial 



100 NIGABAQUA. 

popnlace. Passing throogh the oatskirts one moro, I saw in 
a hat several men making hats. I entered, and found some 
shaping and mannfactaring, while others were slitting into 
fine shreds, a species of palm, which forms the fencing abont 
the coantrj generally, and which grows only abont foor feet 
high. The leaf is long, slender, remarkably strong, and is of a 
dark-green color — though when dried, it becomes rery light 
indeed. These were the finest hats I ever saw, and I ordared 
one for twelve dollars, which was to have been delivered to me 
in ten days. The* only reply, however, to my frequent mes- 
sages for it, was "Poco tiempo," which has passed into a 
national proverb. Every thing is conducted on the "in a 
little time" style ; and although it at first disarranges aU your 
plans, and puts you to nameroas inconveniences, yet you be- 
come accustomed to it, and in a little while adopt it also, in 
self-defense. 

The coantry beyond the city is very laxuriant ; and follow- 
ing the broadest road, we pass through a deep cut in a volcanic 
rock, about mid-distance to Nindiri. Indian women, with only 
skirts on, and children refreshingly naked, are seen moving 
about in the orange-arcades on either hand ; while the latter, 
noisy as all are and should be everywhere, are found propa- 
gated in immense quantities. To the right of the road is a 
plaza, on which stands a cosy church. Fruits of every varie^ 
are found here in perfection — among others, excellent oranges, 
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banging ftx>m the tree, large, thick-Bkinned, juicy and firm. 
Passing oat toward Managna, which lies twelve leagues from 
Masaya, we soon rode into the forest, and reached elevated 
and volcanic ground, whence the view of the country was 
complete. The Lake, plain, hills, mountains, valley, and 
forest, all lay far out on Nature's easel, fresh and fair. 

Beyond this point we passed a miserable piece of road, called 
by-the natives, " Mai pais," — ^bad country — ; and certainly it 
richly merits the title. It is an immense body of lava, ejected 
from the volcano of Masaya on the left, which was in full blast 
about 16T0, and of which some strange stories were told by 
the early chroniclers. It is a vast mass of hard, grating, 
unyielding, blnish-black — a useless waste of matter collected 
by terrific force. It has flooded the country for miles ; and, as 
has been conjectured, blocked up the Lake ; for in olden times 
it was supposed the Lakes Managua and Nicaragua were 
one, as the Rio Tipitapa is supposed to be all remaining of 
the lakes in their former unity. The adjacent country is 
full of accumulated pummice. On the right, toward the 
Lake, is truly a desolate picture. Trees buried ; others just 
projecting above this mass; rocks toasted, half covered, or 
overturned ; valleys filled with it ; and our nag*s tramp sound- 
ing hollow beneath — all this lends any thing but enchantment 
to as drear a landscape as I ever wish to see. Oviedo, an old 
chronicler, who visited it while in a state of eruption, in 1529, 
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sajs, that neither Yesnvins nor Etna were to be compared 
with '' the Hell of Masaya," as it was called. It is said that 
tigers and pamas are nomeroas in the vicinity. The moon- 
tain, at the base, is aboat three leagues in circumference, and 
rises to the height of a league from the foot to the smnmit. 
He also adds, "Some assert that the light caused by the 
eruption is sufficient to read by at the distance of three 
leagues. The whole country is illuminated by the flame of 
the volcano." The crater is about five hundred feet in depth ; 
and owing to its regular ascent, the width diminishes as it 
descends. The bottom of the crater is at least two hundred 
feet in circumference. The country immediately surrounding 
is barren and desolate — an occasional blighted tree still stand- 
ing, a melancholy sentinel over this desert of scoriaceous 
mass. 

After a pause sufficient to fully satisfy us, we resumed our 
saddles, and over a rough, wild, hollow, rumbling road, 
reached a lovely and rolling country, a grateful relief to the 
eye and feelings. Hard by, on our right, we espied a hut ; 
and not having found a stream where we might refresh our- 
selves and our jaded animals, we turned from the beaten path, 
and rode to the open door. H«re we found several Indians 
of the Cborotegan race, who furnished us with lemonade, 
cakes, candies, and eggs, and we lolled in the ever-ready 
hammocks until the sun began to decline, when again spring- 
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ing into the stirrap, we hastened to Managua. The entrance 
to the city is agreeable, the road being lined with trees ; the 
cane hnts, whitewashed or painted; pitched gracefully npon 
the side of a hill, or stuck jauntily upon its summit, sur- 
rounded by heavily-laden orange and lemon trees. The 
effect was indeed the more striking, as we had just left the 
black fields of Masaya, and turned from our halt in the broil- 
ing sun to a. delightful repose. 

The army of the Grenadinos was quartered in Managua, and 
our posada was the headquarters of General Chamorro and 
suite, and consequently we fared better, probably, than those 
travelers who arrived in town a few hours later. The drums 
were beating, troops were marshalling in the distance, and 
the guards were about being relieved, as we strolled out to 
survey the city by moonlight, after sipping a cup of Uste. 
The people were sitting at their doors, smoking and chatting 
over some imaginary entree of General Mufioz, who, it was 
currently reported, was to attack the town that night. As 
we advanced, the challenge of the sentry on every comer 
announced our approach to the plaza. The moon rose 
beautifully over the towering coyal palms in the distance, 
and illumined a large sheet of water beyond us, which we 
subsequently discovered was Lake Managua. 

Lake Nihapa lies about nine miles from the city, and 
occupies the crater of an extinct volcano. Here we found 
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masses of black lava^ partially coTjered with patches of grasB, 
while before us were small huts. Beyond, flowing in har- 
monious swells, were mountains, crowned with graceful foli- 
age ; and far beyond stretched Lake Managua, gemmed with 
islands, gleaming like a huge burnished mirror. We de- 
scended to a position of safety, and gazed far down the depth 
of the crater, where we saw a variety of uncouth, red-painted 
figures, concerning which I had no time to gather any thing, 
and probably saved my labor, for queries are to but little 
purpose in Nicaragua. " Quien sabe ?" — Who knows ? — is a 
fit companion for the everlasting "Poco tiempo;" and be- 
tween the two you derive as little satisfaction as from any 
sources imaginable. There is said to exist here the remains of 
an Indian temple. If it does, I did not see it ; but I found 
an arched cave, which, to an inexperienced eye, aided by a 
fertile and superstitions imagination, might prove a temple 
as well as any thing else. The choice is altogether a matter 
of taste, and I suppose the inhabitants delight in believing 
that which tradition has handed to them. 

There are various other lakes in the neighborhood of the 
city, all of volcanic formation and origin. The Salt Lake is 
one of them, the water being brackish. The descent to it is 
steep, and overgrown with underbrush and briers. Another, the 
name of which I cannot recall, is reached by a path margined 
with cacti. The water is very cool, the sun is felt but little, 
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and it is the fayorite resort of the washer-women of the city 
Managua^ in ancient times, after the expedition of Cordova, 
was said to be nine miles long, contained forty thousand in- 
habitants, and the country generally might be said to swarm 
with population. It is now a quiet place, celebrated only 
for its neighboring lakes, a few old statues, and for the ex- 
ceeding grace of its nut-brown sefLoritas. 



CHAPTER XL 

• 

MANAGUA — ITS INHABITAim — 8ERYIUE8 AKD LIBERALS — mSTORIOAL IHTB*- 
LUDES — EDUCATION — THE FATHERS OP ELD— -BIGOTRY — ECCLESIASTICS — All 
ANCIENT CARVING — PADRE VIGIL — RELIOOUS CBREMOinES — ^THB DTDIANS — 
SQUIER'S ASSERTIONS RELATIVE TO THE MOSQUITO mDIANS — BISTORT AOAIX 
— IDEAS ABOUT MIGRATION — ANTIQUE STONES (PIBDRAS ANTIOUAS) — THE 
CONFESSORS OF THE CONQUEST. 

Managua is the seat of the meeting of the Legislature. 
Its inhabitants are deemed stanch and loyal citizens ; and 
there being continual jealousies and strifes between Leon and 
Qranada, here, on neutral ground, the opposing cliques event- 
ually meet, arrayed in the " panoply of war," to battle, fortune 
deciding in turns for either party. These intestine broils are 
waged with acrimony ; families are arrayed against their own ; 
kin forget, or forsake kindred ties, and bury in the preparation 
for strife every ancient feeling of love and reciprocal friend- 
ship. Events of long standing are causes for animosities, 
(106) 
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which only reqnire a breath to fan into a flame. The emben 
of discord are smonldering, a blaze arises, intercourse ceases, 
appeals to arms ensue, and the already poverty-enfeebled 
country groans under new taxes and fresh imposts. The En- 
glishman, too, has been busy, sowing the seed of dissension, 
that he might reap a golden harvest ; and in its troubles ho 
fattens upon the vitals of the helmless State. 

There are ^EQ.^c5onB;>riz., the Serviles — th< ^gtocia !g>pr 
monarchists — and thKCi^rSYs^or Republicans. Prior to th e 
iiirlepftnden fift of Nicaragua from her confederated articles with 
Honduras, Costa Rica, and other states, the< Sfirvl)erjfe vored a 
V monarch y, of which the Emperor of Mexico was to have been 
the head. T^ei^LibeiaWof Guatemala and Nicaragua united 
and opposed these suicidal schemes, and lost or gained, at 
different times, till in 1 829, Ge n. Morazan discovering that 
the church was intrig uing als o against liberal views, seized the 
grelatfi jnd marc hed him out^fJh£^COnntry, forbidding his 
return, under penalty of death. Monks and fnars were sum- 
marily expelled. The convents and monasteries were conse- 
quently deserted ; and the State of Guatemala passed a decree 
forbidding the '' taking of the veil," suppressing monastic 
establishments, and confiscating to the State's support these 
wealthy gamers of exclusive church monopolies. Papal bnlls 
were not permitted to be promulgated ; charch .dignitaries 
were to be appointed by the President of the Republic, and 
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the sale of papal dispensations proceeded from the Federal 

Gk)vemment. 

Hondaras legalized the marriages of the priests, and legit- 
imated the children resulting from their union. The confed- 
eracy dissolved, and the Serriles being in the ascendenej, 
convents were reopened in Guatemala ; but the other States 
maintained their prohibitions. The taxes npon propertj have 
greatly enriched the chnrch coffers notwithstanding. These 
liens accnmnlated rapidly, and encumbered the largest estates 
of the country; but the Legislature of Nicaragua^ in 1850, 
abolished ten per cent, of these, except such as were ap- 
plied to education. 

Nicaragua and Costa Rica constitute one Diocess, dating 
back to 1526. Education is at a low ebb. On the outskirts 
of Masaya, to the left, we passed an adobe school-honse. I 
peeped in and saw about sixty muchachos and muchachitas 
busily engaged in poring over their books. They recite in 
one class, and sing their lessons. The rod is known here, too, 
and is measured by no stingy rule ; but how to detect, in 
such an universal method of recitation, the delinquent student, 
I could not arrive at ; but suppose the ear becomes accustomed 
to the scholastic melodies, and readily discovers a false note, 
or an inharmonious tone. Mr. Squier's correspondent ob- 
serves, that "in the University of Granada, are taught the 
following branches : Latin and Spani'^h grammar ; Philosophy 
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CiTil aod Caoonioal Law, also Theology, English and French. 
In mathematics there is a void. The time devoted to Spanish, 
Grammar, and Latin, is two and a half years — to Philosophy, 
two years — Civil, and Canonical Law, and Theology, three 
years ; and that many, wanting the patience, skip and skim over 
ihem, to secure their titles ;" and there are priests who have 
read so little, that they may be dignified as self-taught Sala- 
ries of professors do not exceed two hundred dollars per 
year. 

Liberal inducements have been offered in Central America 
for the establishment of schools of every grade. The Govern- 
ment House, after business hours, is used for school purposes. 
Education, in a country where Catholic influences were always 
prominent, in fact universal from the conquest, has been but 
lightly regarded. It could not be that the Fathers of the 
Church werd .illiterate. It could not be that education should 
be considered a disqualification, an incubus upon prog- 
ress. Why, then, has it stood still, since th^ introduction of 
• Christianity ? Has the precept of our Saviour been carried 
out, " Suffer little children to come unto me" ? or have the holy 
padres used the temples of the Most High for other purposes 
more holy ? Has this not occurred wherever the Cross has 
been planted by force, as in South America, Peru, Mexico, Gua- 
temala, and upon the ruined shrines of the Incas and Aztecs ? 

If civilization does not contain the germ of educational pur- 
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poses, what shall we find within it ? Nongbt sare a painted, 
treacherous nnncio, a promise worse than a positive denial, 
because unfulfilled. And calmlj^ reyifewing the conqaest, we 
find no spirit of enterprise inculcated by the churcli. Blind 
obedience, slavish submission, nnnataral exactions, jaandieed 
expectations, faithless pledges — these only are the resolts of 
the incoming of these Soldiers of the Faith. These provinces; 
instead of even remaining as pure in principle, and honest in 
sentiment as the holy fathers found them, are degraded by 
moral and intellectual prostitution, where, amid the jnst 
shooting germs of natural hopes and religious feelings, the 
Cross of the Crusade trembles upon a tottering foundation. 

It has been contended by some, that bigotry is universal. I 
must differ from those who probably have had no superior ad- 
vantages of self judging. An apathy pervades the community in 
general, I admit. There is a wunt of decision among the 
higher classes — a void of sentiment — a laxity of discipline ; but 
I have found abundant evidences of moral worth and common 
sense, which are guarantees of substantiality. The night of 
fanaticism is fast waning ; the dawn of moral and physical in- 
dependence is already breaking ; and in the dayspring of 
Nicaragua, a future of greatness and prosperity is shadowed, 
whicli will forever close against the Church of the Conquest 
the hopes of a revival of its past absolute sovereignty, and 
merciless control. 
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Amid the body of ecclesiastics, nevertheless, I have met with 
many men whose unexceptionable demeanor attracted not 
alone, attention, but inspired reverence and respect ; men who 
were capable of friendship nnalloyed, and who reciprocated 
thoae many little minntisB, which form a pleasing whole. 
Padre Yigili the curate of the parochial in Granada, is of this 
dao, a man of genuine sterling virtue, a friend of the oppressed 
in heart and deed. I remember a sermon delivered by him in 
1850, in which he noticed a want of proper feeling among the 
natives toward the Americans, who, instead of kneeling as the 
Host passed^by, raised their hats in respect. Difficulties have 
occurred in Catholic countries where natives have deemed the 
omission of kneeling an insult to their religion ; we may 
mention Mexico, Peru, Italy, and many other states. This 
ecclesiastic subsequently represented Nicaragua as Minister 
to the United States. 

Having heard that there was a carving of considerable merit 
in a small hut, in a remote portion of the city, I hastened to ex- 
amine it, anxious to incorporate in my "notes" a description 
of it. It proved to be a representation of a cavalier on horse- 
back, almost of life-size ; the costume and arms were of the fif- 
teenth century, in his upraised right hand he clasped a straight- 
bladed sword, and in the left, a long cross. The figure itself, 
was designed with a great deal of spirit ; the long hair and 
flowing beard, the cap, upon the side of which was represented 
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a feather, the Boah aboat tho waist, ud the spar 
right heel, all corresponded with the puniings of tll«^ 
sobseqaent to the conqaest. The eyes of ihe 
raised, and bia entire attitade denotes the moment 14* : 
barking upon some enterpriae, such as the advaacefflaQl i 
H0I7 Cross into new lands. The horse is csecnta^'i 
boldoess seldom seen in the eng^aviDgB or paiutugt ^ 
early Uexicans or Indians. The earring occupies tltfi; 
side of the cane hnt ; and the replj to mj quer;, aa 
it voa supposed to represent, was; "Hernando Coi 
to ita history, the; knew nothing more than it bad 
family for many yean. The panels encompassiDg it Mt 
with dim, and nearly obliterated tracing:. TLcy rej 
armed white men, with long beards, battling nitli node 
with primitive weapons ; while interspersed, are seen doga ' 
open months, rDshiog npon the terrified oatires. 

In the Goart of oar poaada, I saw a large brass bell, which 
had rang the tocsio of a revolution in Spain, the name of 
which I have forgotten. I was told it was bronght here by the 
Spaniards, bnt for what purpose was not known. The casting 
was superb, and the metal equal to the matchless caunon of 
Cbagres Fort and those lying on the lake-side at San Carlos. 

The Indians of this country were, we learn from the early 
chroniclers, divided into "two distinct faatilies, corresponding 
with the sections of the Provincea. The Caribs maintuMd a 
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krioaa living on the Atlantic coitst, iritfa a pecoliar rell- 

L*** S^niers remarks : " A portion of their descendants, 

VdetiaEPi) hj the introdnction of negro blood, may 

Riband in the wretched MosqnitoB, who, by a braaen 

I attempted to be passed off on the world as a 

I nation, comprebeodiDg the daties, and capable 

' the recitiirementB of gOTemmcDt." It is not 

t^viace, nor our int«Dtion here, to dilata npon the 

r tbe Mosquito king to tbat part of the conntij, 

" Mosquito Territory," and inhabited by tbe 

t Mosquitos, Valientes, Wawas, and other tribes on 

a of tlie Caribbean Sea, from the ninth to the fifteenth 

(.north latitude. We shall speak of it herea^er, and 

e titles of the claimants in juxtaposition, and draw 

ir ioferencea. 

On the river San Jnan, are the few Melchoras of Carib 
stock, and the same is said to be tnie of the Woolwas, Poyaa, 
Kamas, Toacas, and the Bravos to the sontbward on the 
Atlantic coast, toward Chlriqni Lagoon. In the interior, the 
natives partook of the characteristics of the Mexicans, and were 
divided into distiact govemments. They appear to have been 
one people, with the exception of those living on the small 
uthcnns Itetween the Pacific and Lake Nicaragno. These 
Utter spoke the language of the ancient Uexicans, and pos- 
pemei tbeir cnstoms and religion. The other races, called 
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Dirians, occapied Masaja, Managaa, Tipitapa^ Diriomo, and 
Diriamba. Oviedo says, "they were true Chorotegans." The 
NagraDdans occapied the plain of Leon between the nmthem 
extreme of Lake Managua and the Pacific. The OrotiniaDS 
settled the country south of Lake Nicaragua around the Ghilf 
Nicoya. The Cholutecans, occupied the districta north of the 
Nagrandans, extending along the Gulf of Fonseca into what 
is now Honduras territory. The Chontals covered Chontalei^ 
northward of Lake Nicaragua, and lying between the tribea 
already given, and those on the Caribbean Sea. That theie 
tribes should have migrated is no great wonder, for migrations 
greater occurred prior; that they should be remnants, or 
entire tribes from Mexico, is not at all strange — for after the 
conquest of Mexico, various tribes sought safety from the 
swords of the conquerors ; and that Nicaragua should have 
been the home of their exile should not be as strange, as to 
know positively that the language of Mexico is spoken by some 
of them, and yet, not to believe them hereditary descendants 
of the Aztecs. 

Many statues, or " antique stones" have been discovered, 
either too much broken to be entirely recovered, too bulky for 
the means of present transportation, or too difficult of access ; 
and there can be but little doubt that numbers have been 
hidden by the Indians, who yet retain a distinct remembrance 
of their traditional virtues. Could these senseless blocks 
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■peak, with what eloquence would they tell the wrongs of their 
worshippers, and how depict the fanaticism of the holy fathers, 
who waged a long crusade against them and their venerators I 
Yet some of them remain, pure as when chiseled, while the 
Confessors of the Conquest sleep in dusty chambers, far from the 
•eenes of their rapine, remembered by their atrocities, and 
fevered, certainly not for their advancement of the Holy Cause. 
Time win weigh each in his balance, and justice will be ac- 
eorded by Him who "marks the sparrow's fall," the Father of 
the Fatherless. 
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A ( I.KAN kHKAIIT OF MBVKRAL MATTERS — A TISmnTH THK COXtUI^-OCnRAL 
Of TIIK rNITKI) HTATKM — AN ISTBRBSTIirO D0MK8TIC OROITP — UtCO«3nnOS 
01- A WKLL KNuWH VUICB — COMFORTS HOT BXPBCTBI>— COUmT ABOCT TBB 
UTY rHl'lTH — riKLDB — COOKS — SOCIBTT — OCR POSADA — BIOGRAPHICAL 
hkklcU or CIlAMitHRO — ALSO OP JOSB TRIHIDAD MUHOB — OUTBIDB OP BA- 
NGUI A— ON OrR TOI'R AQAIIC — SCOUTS — HBW ROAD OTBR THK MOrBTAIJI— 
NAHHUW PATH -AN INCIDENT BT TBB WAT-aiDB~»ilLIVPaBa OP THX C0U5TRT 
otJTroMTM AUKAO, AHU OUK PRBPARATION. 



A Ni'MHKU of statues may be found in this city, thoagb much 
dot'uced, and so rude in execution, that for me thej possessed 
but little interest, and probably for the reader less. I of coarse 
consider them idols ; I could not mistake them for modem 
Ktatues, for Nicaragua has erected no monaments, that I dis- 
iovircd, to the memory of any of her sages or patriots. Had 
1 boeu told that these rude stone cuttings portrayed a Soph- 
ocles or a Hannibal, I should haTC questioned the Ukenesses, 
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and haTe giTen the scalptor credit for chiseling the deceased 
oat of that transient respect, which a fair picture of a departed 
sage or hero receives even from the stranger. 

I have said elsewhere that this city was celebrated, among 
other matters, for the graceful carriage of its females. This is 
not confined to the wealthier class ; it is a general thing. The 
senorita, decked in her gayest apparel, possesses the same ease, 
the same quiet dignity ; while the muchachas, who upon their 
heads balance the tinajas, sweep past with an eloquent motion 
which instantly attracts your attention. As a general thing, 
too good teeth are prevalent ; and having heard the learned 
Professors of Medicine in the United States anathematize 
the practice of smoking and chewing as injurious to health and 
teeth, I felt relieved as I observed its universal use here, 
where from earliest infancy no restraints had been imposed, no 
Candle lectures from tidy house wifes, no vigorous handling from 
the hand of an enraged governor, who probably might have set 
the example to his erring child. Every one enjoys a smoke, old 
and young, male and female ; and you at first deem it singular, 
that as you sit tete-a-tete with a smiling senorita, she should 
in a moment make a paper cigarita, and after lighting it^ puff 
it once or twice, and hand it to you with a smile, that of 
coarse overcomes any remnant of antipathy yet lingering as to 
a "draw." 

I might mention some particulars for the curious, and whit- 
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Uing awaj as I am at &cts, not fancies, and as probably some 
of mj readers maj take a trip to Nicaragoa some time, I may 
as ^ell make " a clean breast^ of that which I fed pressing to 
my lips and eager to have utterance. Now I wish to be 
fairly understood. I consider the Nicaragnans a primitire 
people in many respects — self-taaght, self-dependent ; rich in 
many Tirtnes ; and wanting only in that which I honestly be- 
lieve is not solitaire in Spanish countries, but even has status in 
the United States — Nationalizing, and one other element essen* 
tially Spanish — icant of 9elf -government* My premised thus 
given, I shall be considered properly, I trust. A fiivorite, to 
whom your serenade is given, your sonnets improvised, your 
waltz or polka dedicated, is as shy of a loving embrace, or a 
warm, rich, ripe kiss, as are some of the blushing and beautiful 
daughters of my own country, but they do not object to being 
very scantily clad, and bathing with you. I must confess this 
want of consistency, or rather this primitive idea of fig-leaf- 
date, was rather a " stopper in my pipe'' at first ; though, like 
other bashful young men, I soon recovered my equanimity, 
and enjoyed "old-fashions" in old-fashioned style. Alto- 
gether, I really believe I prefer them to the many new-fangled 
notions, under a heavy press of which, propriety is altogether 
lost sight of, nature checked, and good old common sense re- 
duced to old fogyism, and its relative chances — bad fare and 
" back seats." 
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The Hon. W. F. Boone, United States Confml-Genera], 
one evening accompanied me to visit several ladies, danghters 
of an advocate. We entered, and fonnd.the mother swinging 
in a hammock, her dangfiters sitting at the door. I nshered 
him in with little ceremony, omitting, of course, his titular 
appendage. After a few moments we heard what seemed to 
each of OS to be a very familiar noise, and after a carefol 
survey, observed a female pig with her family, in the extreme 
comer of the room. The father of this pork brood was root- 
ing and grunting away in a very undignified manner, and ad- 
vanced between the General and our entertainers with a sang 
froid only equalled by the want of notice of the intrusion 
upon the part of the ladies. This rather confused the Consul, 
and he remembers the visit to the advocate's house to this 
day, and often laughs as he recalls the incident. And 
yet you pass a pleasant agreeable evening; and it is only 
in proportion as you enter and indulge in female society 
everywhere, that a just appreciation of national character 
may be formed. In other cases, you find many of the com- 
forts enjoyed at home — sofas, bedsteads, carpets, mattrasses, 
pianos and other articles of luxury. Dress varies in style and 
arrangement, according to class and age. 

The country around Managua is probably as rich and fer- 
tile as in any other portion of the State. Fine fruits are 
abundant, and can be purchased for a trifle ; but as a resi- 
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deuce, I prefer Granad% or Uie country, about Biras, 
probably because at those points more foreigners may have 
settled, and the public honses generally kept by them afforded 
e?eiy delicacy which coold be obtained. The diet of the 
country is very simple, though yon find many Jamaica cooks, 
or those who have been taught the secrets of the French 
larder, who may be engaged for firom two and a half to three 
and a half dollars per month, while the Spanish can be had 
for from one and a half, to two dollars. Prices vary, suddenly 
and frequently. 

From the fact of the meeting of the Legislatiye Assembly 
in this city, a great number of the elite reside here, and con- 
sequently the society is desirable. At the posada we patron- 
ized, General Ghamorro and suite were quartered ; and as he 
maintained an elevated position in the estimation of his 
admirers, and subsequently was elected Supreme Director, we 
may add our personal recollections of him. In height he 
was about five feet, six inches ; corpulent, possessed the air of 
a man '' well to do in the world," and conscious of his posi- 
tion and his ability. His face was oval, eye large, features 
regular, and was withal quite prepossessing. His counte- 
nance indicated a good-liyer, a good feeder ; a jovial expres- 
sion illumed his eye as you approached him; and, to a 
stranger, he seemed any thing but that which his enemies 
and rivals would have induced us to believe. 
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His officers were mach attached to him, and he had the 
atmost confidence of his soldiers. He possessed the secret 
of swaying the mass with an impromptu manner, that dis- 
armed malice, and which gave a certain recklessness to self, 
both dazzling and attractive. His enemies vilified him when 
they proclaimed him a coward. His defense of what he 
deemed sacred, the Constitution and his country, at Granada, 
during the revolution, when General Mufloz led the opposing 
party, which was defeated frequently, and which subsequently 
was commanded by General Walker, is a recorded denial of 
this charge ; for he spumed quarter, refased truce, and even 
when the enemy encamped aboat the city, and nearly starved 
his rank and file, he did not swerve. He was ubiquitous ; he 
Tisited every post, inspected the arms, commanded in person 
foraging parties, and finally fell a victim to his over-exertion. 
Let me not hear these idle calumnies. If he diflered with me, 
or with the party with whom my countrymen were joined, 
there should be at least the truth (old of our adversary ; and 
I know that the fnture will be generous to him. He battled 
for his rights ; he defended his countrymen when called to 
the post of trust and honor ; occapied it with ability, and 
died, mourned and beloved. 

And here, leaving the corpse of one of the leading men of 
the State, with whom history will have much to do, let us 
torn to another, celebrated as the *' Great Captain" for many 
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years, and whose life has been as e?entfiil as cheqaered, 
namely, General Jose Trinidad Mnfios. His Excellency had 
visited the United States, and had been in the Mexican army 
nnder General Santa Anna. He possessed a proper appre- 
ciation of the Americans, for whom he ever decidedly cTinced 
his preference. He was abont five feet eight or nine inches 
in height, rather spare, had a commanding figure, a fine in- 
tellectual head, a fall and very expressive eye, a clear voice, 
a quickness, remarkable in Central America, in forestalling 
your conclusion, an agreeable smile, and was as courteous 
and affable in his casa as any man I ever knew. His lady 
was a rare specimen of Nicaraguan beauty, as also her sister, 
both of whom I believe were bom in Leon. He was a native 
of Granada. He was an admirer of the great Napoleon, and 
wore his chapeau, top-boots, and coat, 4 la Bonaparte. In 
his saloon, he had engravings of several of the chief battles 
of that distinguished hero, and evidently desired to imitate 
him so far as the artists could aid him. He was General-in- 
Chief of the army for many years ; and as war was his profes- 
sion, when peace settled with healing wings over his own 
State, he offered his services to others, and thus " kept his 
ha^d in." We shall meet with him hereafter, and shall only 
here record our judgment. 

He had a certain dash of talent, and the secret of its being 
produced at certain times; he possessed also the tact of 
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prodncing it all at once. He bad a certain degree of fore- 
Bight He knew, eooner or later, the fli^ of his coantry 
moBt b« ncc^eded b; another, aod be had safScient pra- 
dence to commnoicate this only to those whom he knew also 
were ready to ud him. He felt the part which England was 
endeaToring to play in Central America, and had the good 
B«)se to nerre his conntrymoa to oppose her machinaUoni ; 
bat the honest, heartfelt patriotism, the pnre devotion to 
hii Gonntiy'e welfare, the desire to be great only in the hearts 
of bit conntrymen, the disregard of foreign infinence, Uie 
abandon of self, and the conrage, perseverance, and never- 
give-up, inborn religions principles of GbamorTO — these he 
never inherited. 

Fnrsning a well-beaten road over level ground, we passed 
out of Usuf^a, and pnrsned onr tonr, while oar refreebed 
aoimals gave evidence of renewed pace and spirits. Every- 
where we met detachments of troops posted, and moving 
rapidly from place to place, for an attack from the opposite 
party, under General HoSoz, was bonrly expected. Sconta 
were stationed at intervals along the camioo real, and we 
halted at the foot of a high eminence — which is the only one 
between Qranada and the Pacific, via Leon — to prepare onr 
nags for its ascent. A road also bos been constmcted around 
this ridge to the left, so that in the rainy season, when the 
gnHmd is slippery, the ardnons toil of surmounting it may be 
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obviated. It is the work of Qeneral Mniioz, who has achie?ed 
and deserves great credit for the consammatioii thereof! 

The'coautry spreads before us, refreshiuglj lovely. The 
ridge is steep, and the road winding over it very narrow. 
About half way op, to the rights a wall of masonry gaards the 
traveler from a snmmersaolt down a frightfol precipice, should 
his mole stumble ; whije, on the left, a ridge of apparently 
loose rocks line the perpendicular immensity overhead. Should 
horsemen meet in this canalled ravine, there would be some 
difficulty in passing ; and how laden mules would accomplish 
this I cannot determine, save where the muleteer could find a 
niche by the way-side, in which he might temporarily house his 
animal. This wall is not remarkably durable ; and there are, 
at spaces, huge rocks remaining, which are so perfectly bal- 
anced that it seemed to us a slight effort on the part of one 
man would send them thundering down the abyss. This, how- 
ever, upon trial, we found required our united efforts. After 
much struggling, we detached a fragment, which swept with 
the noise of the broadside of a frigate down the craggy depth, 
crushing the young palm and the tender saplings. Jjfi myriad 
echoes came reverberating from glen, through cove, from rock 
to rock, from chasm to chasm, till in the far distance a low 
rumbling faintly told us of the onward rolling of our messenger. 
Glimpses of a beautiful outlined country are caught through 
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detaclied gronpB of distaot rorests, and ths colmlj aleepiag 
Lake creeps on the landscape, with its silvery bosom. 

Tbe scene on onr rigbt, now that we have readied the snm- 
mit, is immensely grand. Upon the left we mark the serpen* 
tine road, creeping over the hills, and threading its conrae 
tbrongh level atretcbes, and ^ain lost in a copse of gigantic 
trees. TTpon the extreme right, the picture is framed bj out- 
lined eminences ; while on the rear, or toward the point of oar 
offset, the forests, rales, and flowering cacti, are margined bj 
the silver setting of Lake Managua. The view repays ns for 
having chosen this monntain psssage-waj — tinkling bella 
come swelling gently np from a few straggling mnles, laden 
vrith corn and fodder. We hasten from the narrow sommit- 
defile, and pass on to the base of the ridge, once more halting 
'ueath the cool shade of a gigantic Cebia, 

Our road is now apparently an easy one, and we jog along 
at a qaiet pace, descrying a few hnta ahead, where we will 
refresh- selves and males, although we hare ridden scarce two 
leagnes. Here we are already obserred by the ontposta, and 
not knowing whether we will be permitted to pass quietly, 
iuasmnch as our " passport" bears the signet of the Qeneral of 
the opposing faction. There are rumors also floating of Ameri- 
cans having joined the enemy, and consequently we prepare 
to defend ourselves, and break, if necessary, the blockade 
ahead. 
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We reached the paltry village of Mateares, at the junction 

of several roads, which in the United States would have borne 

the title of Mateares cross-roads. It comprises a few huts, 

and a rather respectable cuartel. The expectations of travelers 

(126) 
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mre not disappointed bj the aspect of the place, for it has as 
little to recommend it as conld be fonnd anywhere ; while the 
fare at exorbitant prices corresponds. The people seem to be 
an intermediate race between the lowest of the Indians in the 
southern portions of the State, and the imported negro. The 
population is probably less than one hundred ; their occupa- 
tion any thing which may turn up, from the courier to the 
assassin ; and I am told, that during the frequent visits of the 
fireebooters, in past days, to the State, a plentiful supply of 
Tillains could always be relied upon at a moment's notice from 
this village. Our guide whispered in my ear, to look out for 
our animals and purses, as the '' whole breed were bad, very 
bad, and the government assassins were all quartered here." 
The village is hidden for the most part in palm, banana^ 
orange and lemon groves ; after a stroll through the dense 
thickets about the place, I entered the house of our host. 
Arms were stacked around everywhere ; and I really think the 
natives I met, were the most abandoned-looking set that ever 
graced the decks of a piratical craft. 

We resumed our saddles after a dinner of hard-boiled 
eggs, corn-cakes, and bad water, tempered bountifully with 
aguardiente, and without a regret, left the place at a fast 
gallop, by a road to the right which led down a hill, and 
thence upon a plain of some extent cohered with trees. Here, 

we emerged from the hot sun into the cool shade of over- 
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arching palms, we obsenred a barrier ahead, and upon the left 
hand a hut of recent erection, in front of which a strong de- 
tachment of soldiers were drawn. We halted, handed to the 
superior officer onr passport, and after many delays were per- 
mitted to advance. Beyond this poet^ we were in the country of 
the enemy, and we learned that detachments of the opposing 

parties had met a few miles beyond this in the morning, where 
a sharp conflict had ensued, in which the Qroiadinos lost two 
men. Vigilance was therefore necessary. 

Passing through a copse, we found Lake Managua upon our 
right, while bare cliffs ran up abruptly on the left. The road 
was pebbled with colored stones, and the shores of the Lake 
covered with cranes and ducks, while overhead winged the 
gaudy parrots and the brilliantly-plumed macaws, mirroring 
back, resplendently, the fierce rays of the noon sun, which now 
in full force fell upon us. The heat was indeed intense; the re- 
flection from the vast sheet beside us, and the rocks upon our 
left, penetrated by the hot, burning glare, only served to in- 
crease our uncomfortableness, as we turned in vain from side 
to side to escape the broiling, or to gain a moment's relief. 
The road was very sandy as we passed through clusters 
of a species of thorny or prickly willow, and really I deemed 
this place could be more distinctly named ''a hell," than the 
" Infiemo de Masaya." Upon the left hand, amid a cluster of 
trees, we observed a thin wreath of smoke slowly rising, and 
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hastening np an ascending path, fonnd a hnt^ where we 
soon obtained lemonade, a few dnices, and a swing in a 
hkmmock. 

The road now wandered from the Lake, running throngh 
cool and leafy coverts, and sweeping gradually again to the 
beach, alternating, till we reached the top of a hill, the foot 
of which was laved by a fine stream. . This was a Inxnry in- 
deed, a halting-place for travelers, though not a hut is seen. 
The ground for a little space being cleared, and withal hard 
and firm, we unbuckled our girths, and lifting off the saddle- 
bags from the weary animals, refreshed ourselves, and bathed 
in the limpid rivulet, the first we had met since leaving 
Oranada. Here we remained some time, and then pushed on 
for Nagarote, where we arrived after a tiresome ride, though 
the distance from Mateares is but two short leagues. 

Nagarote is an ill-looking village, a brother of Mateares, 
though boasting of probably three or four good houses. We 
fonnd a posada, where boiled eggs, fried chickens, stale bread, 
and berries, were prepared for us at fair traveling rates, and * 
I strolled about, vainly endeavoring to find any thing of in- 
terest. The land here is a stereotype of that through which 
we have passed ; though the face of the country begins to 
assume a more level character ; the orange and lemon trees 
are not so prolific, but the cactus seems more exuberant 
The village is composed of straggling cane huts, alive with 
9 
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cliildraiy aad ire foiuid here a welcome worthy of out owa 
coQfiiiT. The host and hostess were sensible people, aad 
knew that Americans would pay well, and consequently 
attended to our talkie, supplying it bountifully. 

After refreshments, we endeavored to take a siesta ; but 
bctwcon little lixards crawliug about me, musquitoes sing* 
ing in my ears, and fleas biting me, I cursed the whole 
race of nuisances, and resoked to walk and nod rather than 
submit quietly to be thus fed upon. To saddle our nags and 
accomplish the distance to the next Tillage was not in our 
power, for we had ridden slowly, and fished in the Lake, and 
hence were compelled to remain all night. I drew from my 
cabas several bundles of cigars, and sitting in my hanmiocky 
puffed away the thoughts of sleep, leisurely surveying my 
sleeping companions. One was kicking at an ever-restless 
flea, another slapping at a vigilant musquito, another cursiug 
the hard-boiled eggs, tortillas, and frijoles, another, the 
country and the bad aguardiente, until finally awakened by 
the clouds of smoke emanating from my cigars^ they laughed 
heartily to see me taking the whole affair so philosophically. 

A word, now, for aguardiente, tortillas, and frijoles. Aguar- 
diente is the rum of Nicaragua, and is a government mo- 
nopoly. Sweet Spanish wines and light French wines may be 
bad, as also Champagne, Sherry, Maderia, Cognac, and all the 
varieties of other countries. The duty is one dollar and 
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twentj-fiT6 cents per gallon upon all liqnors, and hence there 
is no reason why a common article should be imported. There 
is also a liqueur brought from Peru, called Pisco or Italia, 
which is very fine, though not so gentle in its effects as has 
been remarked oj some writers. Its manufacture is confined 
to a small amount, though, at Panama and Valparaiso, a 
Bpurious article bearing the name can readily be obtidned. 

The standard, I may add the national dishes, are tortillas 
or corn-cakes, and frijoles or beans. The first are made of 
com, ears of which are carefully selected. The grains are 
soaked in alkali, to remove the hull or shell, and subsequently 
allowed to soak for a little while. They are then placed on 
a grinding stone, called metlatl, and reduced to the proper 
consistency by being beaten with a long round stone roller or 
pounder, similar to the whet-stone used in our harvest fields 
in the United States; a little cheese is added, when Anita 
or Mercedes beat the batter into flat cakes, and place them 
in warm earthen pans. When nicely browned upon one 
side, they are turned, and in a little time we have them on 
our plates, crisp and smoking. If good butter could be ob- 
tained, tortillas would be indeed desirable; but I preferred 
ship-bread, or crackers. 

Frijoles are beans of a different flavor and appearance from 
thoee of our latitude. They are small, and in color ranging 
from white to black. Tortillas, frijoles, and hard-boiled eggs 
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comprise the Bill of Fare of every Nicaragnan posada ; aad 
if any of my readers feel their inability to bolt the trio, the 
sooner he or she eultiyates their concerted-acqaaiDtancey the 
more proficient will he or she be in the science of getting 
their money's worth in a toor through iBl Paraiso de 
Mahoma. 

We ronsed the hoasehold, and after a little delay, resad- 
dled onr nags and left. The air was cool, the road level, 
the san had not yet risen, and it was a delightful beginning 
to a day which we knew full well would be a " scorcher." 
As we descended a short curve, we could see, tracing above 
us on either hand, gigantic towers, turretted battlements, all 
seemingly real, although but piles of rocks, and we felt as 
though we were passing through a land of enchantment^ so 
calm was all around. No dust, and not a sound, save as a 
timid deer, roused by the tramp of our mules, sprang firom 
his covert, dashed past us, and went leaping through the 
glades. Dimly seen, outlined against the just flickering gray 
dawn back-ground, rocks, grouped together, appeared like 
embattled garrisons, and we were struck also with the many 
narrow defiles which could be so ably defended by a small 
party against a host, and wondered why such positions had not 
been occupied by one or the other of the combatting parties. 

The road is at times broad, smooth, and free from ruts and 
heavy washes, and for many miles there would be no difficolty 
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In dririag k carriage at n fair speed. It would require, how 
eTGT, but very little outlay to render all the roadi ia the 
State reliable ; but while its maDufoctnrea and productionB 
are sufficient ouly for home coiisumptioo, it would not be 
policy to incnr this heavy expense. At letigth the road leads 
us fh>ni the depths of dimly, shad owed forests to an open 
conntry, where, now that the son has risen, we see finely 
coltivated Gelds of maize, groves of fraits, maraiionB, jocotea, 
nisperos, and mamays, while on the right hand the tall, feathery 
palm, towers grandly up, with the calabash ladened with its 
golden-colored burden. Beyond again, ne find the cocoa- 
nat peering out, with its heaiy top bathed in the snn's first 
rays; and a little further on we reach cane huts and trim 
gardens, that woo ua to a hearty breakfast. 

The cactus here grows to perfection. The fences arc formed 
of it. It grows to the height of from twenty to twenty-Gve feet, 
and in circumference from twenty-five to thirty-six mches. I 
have seen a variety of birds issuing from their nests in the 
stalk of a single cactns. From a distance, yon arc surprised 
at the singular appearance of these flowering fences. They 
u« so regular, and so closely planted together, that it is im- 
possible for a pig or dog even to find exit through tliem. This 
species of the plant is very prevalent ; and another, the trail- 
ing, or broad-leaved, is equally as singular in its immense size, 
though it is not so nsefnh After reaching the summit of the 
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slight ascent before us, we entered the Tillage of PoeUo 
Nnevo, and sought a posada, where, after a ride of fire 
leagues, we were glad to rest^ ere pushing on to Leon. We 
had accomplished the worst portion of the journey ; the rongh 
country was behind, and the fertile plain of Leon before Qfl» 
covered with forests, through which we determined to traTd 
at our ease, for the day was yet young, and we had no induce- 
ment to hasten. Our old friends, chickens, beans, com-cakesy 
and tiste, were before us, and we did ample justice to the out- 
spread meal. 

The road beyond Pueblo Nue?o is broad and smooth, lined 
with palm and odoriferous trees. The country assumed the 
features of having been at one time well cultivated; the 
forests are far from virginal, and the soil is probably of a more 
loamy character than any we have yet observed. We are 
now twenty-four miles from Leon. Ascending a hill some few 
miles from our point of starting, through occasional breaks in 
the forest, volcanoes loom up in the distance, broad fields of 
grass sweep to the outlined mountains, while clumps of the 
stately palm rise up like landmarks on the vast plain of Leon 
before us. There is nothing to interrupt the view. The 
country is all cleared, the road perfectly level, and on either 
hand are well-made ditches, verifying the suggestion that^ at one 
time, the soil has been cultivated. Numerous huts are seen, 
and during the warm afternoon yon gladly seek therein ahalter 
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from tlie bud, or refircsh yoarself, after a loDg ride over a 
waterless road. Nine Tolcanoes margia and dot tlus magnifl- 
cent plain, among which the most promineot are Tiejo, Telica, 
Momotombo, and Orota. 

We rode on, the towers of the Cathedral gleaming not for 
distant, and oor desire to viedt the rival of Qranada, aud learn 
the particnlan of the cnrrent Revolution, stimulated ns to 
renewed efforts. Passing through Uie Indian Buborb of 
Qnadelope, we descended a ravine, and emerged apon a 
broad, paved street into the city of Leon. Everywhere, as in 
Managua, we met detachments of troops. After a few halts, 
and passing nnmerous barricades, we entered upon the plaza, 
where at least two thousand soldiers were training and 
lounging, and where we found evidences in preparation of 
an anticipated sally upon the enemy. We hastened to the 
posada, and, after a cup of cacao, received the many inends 
who thronged to welcome us, and snbsequently paid oar 
respects to the American Minister. 

The inhabitants differ from those in the Southern Depart- 
ment, being lighter in color, more dignified, and more like the 
Hidalgos of old Spain. There is, in Leon, an aristocratica] 
air, a settled aversion to Granada, and a distinct selfishness 
of belief in the superiority of their city, which surprised me. 
I had never expected to find such nice, invidious diatinctions, 
dnwn in this part of the world ; yet I found, during my stay, 
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that the Conqaerora had left all their Tices, and carried with 
them only their Tirtnes, which, as they were but few, they 
could stow in a small compass. 

The soldiers were drawn up in front of the Cathedral as 
we returned firom our stroll, and I witnessed the evolutions 
of a small detachment of dragoons — ^which I subsequently 
discovered was composed of Americans^ and a small body of 
native artillerists — ^that would have reflected credit upon more 
experienced soldiers. 

The sun sank, and the rain began to fall heavily. The 
rainy season had just set in, and we stowed ourselves away 
in the house, where, in the society of the pleasant family 
who kept the posada, we passed a very agreeable and de- 
lightful eve. From my host I learned much of the city 
of Leon ; and as he reverted to Granada, his eye would 
brighten, and his thin lip wreathe with disdain, as he drew 
comparisons, either between the towns or their inhabitants. 
A jicara of aguardiente as we sought our ox-hide beds, and 
lulled to repose by the pattering rain on the tiled roof, I soon 
sank into a state of dreamy and blessed unconsciousness. 
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This city was founded by Hernandez de Cordova in 1523. 
Its original site was near the base of the volcano of Momo- 
tombo, which, however, was abandoned in 1610 for the present 
locality, formerly a large Indian village, Sabtiaba, now a 
municipality of Leon. It is about half way between Lake 
Managua and the Pacific, and covers a vast area, built upon 
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u ID Cirsaada and Maoa^o. Uioogb a finer cU^ <: 
origJDall; existed here, many of which are noir shapelcM 
ruins. A few still retnun, and those are not in the best 
Btate of preserration. The — ^~*'Tal cntraQcea to some of i 
these edifices exhibit com tute and skill. Abov^ 

some of the porlal-archea, » of the nobler class wei 

placed ; and altogether, ev rnins, a grandenr is [ 

ceifed not met with olsewt; i conntrf. 

The plain we passed otci., sd in our last chapter, t 

ruanda the city; the land is fertile and parliculnrly adapted 
to the cnltnre of sngsr-cano and cotton. Upon two sides are 
ravines, through which fine streams of water flow, whence 
the inliabitsnts are sopplied; the article being purer and 
fresher than that to be had in other localities. The snbaibs 
are composed of cane hats, some with mad, others with tiled 
roofs. The cit; suffered eztensiTely and freqnentljr from the 
English pirates, in 1686, who sacked it, burned the cathedral, 
the convent, and many of the principal eSifices. Subsaqnent 
to the Declaration of Independence, a war ensned between 
the Servites and the Liberals, daring which the richest por- 
tions of the town were destroyed. 

A few of its public buildings are worthy of notice. The 
Cnthodral of St Peter, on the eastern side of the gnnd 
plasa, was commenced in 1706 and finished in 1T43. ocfl|py^ 
ing thirty-seTen years in its completion, and is dewr*fdlf 
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called the finest edifice in Nicaragua. Its cost is said to 
haTe been from four to five millions of dollars. Its front 
occupies the width of the plaza. It is boilt of cut stone, 
light in color. There %re six or seven immense arches npon 
the roof; and its strength may be better arrived at when it is 
said that ten thousand troops have been concentrated upon 
it at one time, with no less than thirty pieces of artillery. 
Its ornaments are stucco. The interior is chaste^ and almost 
devoid of ornament. 

The great altar, at the easternmost extremity, is composed 
of silver, handsomely graven, though it has been despoiled in 
the numerous contests. The side altars are plain and un- 
attractive. Within a side room are many portraits of the 
bishops, rather rude in execution and harsh in color. Both 
the front and rear were once ornamented with the Royal arms 
of old Spain, but these have been removed. The confessional 
chairs are placed in the northern and southern aisles, but 
were vacant during my visit A small gallery extends over 
the main portal, and there I found an organ. The friend 
who accompanied me, the father-in-law of General Mufioz, 
asked me to perform. I touched the keys, but found its 
voice harsh and discordant. It wanted tuning badly, and 
bad I had even a pair of pincers, should have volunteered 
mj services. At one time the wealth of the cathedral 
eoormous; but at present it is a massive and elegant 
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edifice, which only at m small expense, ooold be restored to its 
primal magDificence. From its roof, the Pacific and nine 
Tolcanoes can be seen ; the Tiew is the finest that can be 
obtained of so many remarkable objects at one glance. 

The College of St Ramon, founded in 1675, an nniTersity 
of law and medicine, is to the 1^ and like many other public 
buildings grouped below us, it has fiUlen, though efforts at 
restoration are being made. Adjoining this is the Episcopal 
Palace. It is built of adobes, has two balconies, tiled roof, 
and was at one time a splendid residence. 

The cuartel, or barracks of the Gk>Temment forces, is a large 
building on the south side of the plaza, where are stationed 
the troops, constantly on the alert, and in readiness for action. 
The Government House is opposite, and occupies the entire 
north side. It has a large, raised corridor along its front, 
and is higher than other adjacent buildings. It is built of 
adobe, and beyond this is in no respect remarkable. The 
churches of La Merced, Calvario, and Recolleccion, are fine 
structures. The niches in the fa9ade of the CaWario are 
filled with the statues of saints, and ornamented with panels 
of scriptural groups. The Merced contains a few paintings, 
and its altar piece is decidedly good. A convent, formerly 
attached to this, has been abolished. There are many other 
churches, though smaller, and more or less in progress of 
decay. The municipality of Subtiaba contains some good 
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bnildings, a fine plaza, and a cathedral second to that of 
Leon. The interior is tastefally arranged* It has eight 
altars, four or five chapels, and many columns with gilt capi- 
tals. Its proportion is gracefhl, and altogether I think it 
the handsomest of any chnrch in the conntry. From a city, 
Subtiaba has degenerated to a municipality, and it is fast 
''fading and falling away.'' 

The market of Leon is probably better supplied than that of 
Oranada. Pine-apples, melons, oranges, limes, lemons, papayas, 
pomegranntes, plantains, bananas, beans, corn, nisperos, jocotes, 
and a variety of other edibles, are clustered together upon 
the northwestern side of the plaza every morning. The city 
has but little trade beyond a mere supply of home wants, the 
principal business being carried on at Chinandega, two leagues 
from Realejo. However, the stores are well stocked, the mer- 
chants rich, and its inhabitants generally landed proprietors. 

The Bishop's Baths, beyond the ravine, on the western 
■ide of the city, is a beautiful spot. There are a number of 
atone seats and the remnants of pedestals, no doubt upon 
which statues were once placed, grouped together under 
arched, leafy trees. The baths were of stone, and I bathed 
in the pure water at least more perfectly pleased than I did 
when swimming in the Lake, for here I feared not the 
shark nor the alligator. There are many beautiful localities 
of a similar character about the city. .The streets are paved, 
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tbongli, imlike dioK in iht United SUtaiy they iodine to the 
centre : chumels are thus formed for the floods of water which 
delage the city during the rainy season, and the side*walks are 
left perfectly dry. The city was styled by some of the ancient 
chroniclers^ ** Mahomet^s Paradise^" and truly it could be ren- 
dered so at Tezy little outlay. The climate seems purer here 
than in Granada^ the son less broiling, and the CTenings 
cooler. The streets are cleaner, and for a residence, many 
would prefer it on account of its pure water and general 
healthfolness. 

The bishop I met frequently, in his carriage, returning from 
a purveying tour. Ensconced behind a load of fodder which 
completely filled the dasher and the front of the Tehicle,- you 
would only hear his snuffle as he approached, or sometimes as 
he recognized a passing friend. He has been a great man, 
and once wielded a mighty power in affairs of State, but this 
influence is passing away. As the Anglo-Saxon adyanccs, the 
shadow of ideality decreases, and superstition must and will 
give way to education and commercial intercourse with enlight- 
ened nations. I will here leave the City of Leon, for Mr. 
Squier, during his residence, gathered every information con- 
cerning it, and has given it publicity ; the reader may rely upon 
that writer's truthful and graphic description. Mr. Squier was 
very popular among the inhabitants, and every avenue was 
opened gladly by the natives to his inspection. He filled his 
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post with honor, and won for every sobseqaen^ American tra- 
veler a ready and hearty welcome. 

Standing on the arched roof, or rather upon an arch on 
the roof of San Pedro, what an immensity of space recog« 
sizable lies within the eye's grasp. This is a truly Tolcanic 
Ticinity. The volcanoes of Central America margin the Pacific 
Those of Nicaragua, active or full of being, with the extinct 
craters, are as follows: Joltepec, Coseguina, Orota, Telica, 
Santa Clara, El Yiejo (six thousand feet high). Las Pilas, 
Acosnsco, Momotombo (six thousand five hundred feet high), 
Managua, Nindiri or Masaya, Momobacho, Solentinami, Gun- 
acaure, Gunapepe, Zapatero, Ometepec, Madeira, Orosi, 
Rincon de la Yieja, Tenerio, Meriballes, Cerro Pelas, and 
Abogado. There are fourteen volcanoes within one hundred 
miles, standing singly, and all abound with hot springs and 
floods of lava, with other evidences of their vitality. It is a 
well-known fact that new volcanoes are in coarse of formation 
not alone in this State, but also in other portions of the globe ; 
and it is not unusual in this country for some dignitary of the 
church to be called upon to baptize the new mountain, or to 
stand godfather for it, to bless it^ and thus to endeavor at least 
to keep the invader within proper bounds for the future. 

The plain of Leon, at its most elevated point, is from one 
hnndred and eighty to two hundred and ten feet above the 
sea. Volcanic eruptions are more violent and perhaps I may 
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add mora freqaeat Rbont the first of Norember ud the first of 
May, these beiug the eatrance ood the close of the wet and 
dry Eeosona — probably mora, severe at the former date. As 
many as aixty shocks in twenty-fi)ar hours, contlQiiing too tbi 
several days, have occorrad, daring which the lightning flaahed 
with remarkable brilliancy ; these shocks ara said to be strong) 
during the night. 

I received a card from General Mnfio^ and b&ving deta 
mincil to call upon him era leaving Leon, stralled foiib o 
morning for the purpose. I fonnd his honae a complete I 
rack ; at least three hundred soldiers wen in Ms );nrdcn and 
about the corridors, and I raceived a challenge from en 
sentry, even though within the casa proper. I Touiid hin _| 
his drawing- room, neulcd, studying a chart of the country. 
I n|iprouehed, he rose, and warmly welcomed me. ] luid a,\ 
opportunity — as lie nas reading a note jnst handnl lo him i 
my entrance — to study his features. I found tliem iliti-i^] 
Mexican. His brow was indicative of deep, rapid th(H 
There was a certain decision in the thin lip, bnt a vacillating 
energy in his nervous glance, which failed to impress me with 
the greatness of the General, whose prowess seemed to be oni- 
vcrsally admitted. In person, he was spara, well-formed ; in 
demeanor, gentle, and appareutly couBding ; but it seemed to 
nic that where his interests were vested, there would he mould 
himself; there wan a strata of cnnniog in his nature, a want of 
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will, ft seeking after, b conrUng of appiwiBe, no matter from 
what flource. It vas the title,.not the public good he Boaght ; 
and in Ua conTerBaUon there was a world of leaven. Yet he 
was belored hy the masses ; and the natives of Snbtiaba, who 
Lt and conquered the enemies of the State, followed 
I, nor marmnred at the decisions of fortnne. Had he snr- 
1 the revolntion, Nicaragna wonld, without donbt, have 
ight admission Into our Union ere this, for the Cfeneral at 
kst listened to lome purpose, and could easily see the waning 
^th; which pervaded all classes of bis conntrymen. 

y and her riiter were the most beautiful ladies I saw 
airy, and yet I contd not trace much similarity of 
turc to tlie many I had heretofore met. There was more 
klectuftlily in their chiseled features, more de<tision in the 
, a siiliilacd though accastomed tone of questioning, a 
rity and not the gravity of expression of the general clatw, 
3 oppreciation of foreign elements, and finally a. positive 
'knowledge of the true position of their country, which rendered 
them to me the most pleasant trio I had met. His house was 
furnished with a variety of elegancies, and many Inxuries, alt 
of which wore foreign. The walls were hung with pictures, 
his book-case filled with rare volumes, his memory stored with 
valuable information, and there was the cordiality and hospi- 
tality of the most polished Southerner. Couriers arriving and 
departing were ushered into our presence, either to deliver 
10 
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special news, or to reoeire priTately Gual orders, which in no- 
wise discom{H)sed either of the ladies. 

His senora at times partook of his Iotc of excitement, and 
wished she were a man to aid her husband in furthering his 
plans for emancipation, and although slender, and apparently 
fragile, still her deep-hned eye, gleaming with intense ferror, 
would belie the apparent feebleness of her const! tation. The 
Bishop Don Jorge Titeri Y Ungo, who was appointed in 
1849, aided, and openly countenanced Mnnoz; and naught 
relating to church privileges throughout the entire State was 
transacted without the especial permission of his Excellency. 
An American, whose wife died after a short sojonm in 
Granada, desired to remoTC her remains to the United States. 
He was told by the city authorities that, ere they could grant 
him permission, he must have the sanction of the bishop. 
Although the latter was known to favor the enemy, yet his in- 
fluence was unimpaired in church matters, and the American wai 
compelled to seek Leon, where, with the aid of (General Mufioz, 
he obtained the consent desired. Had he failed, he could not 
have removed her corpse. 
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Leon has been the scene of many severe and sanguinary 
Btmggles, especially in the wars between the Servile and 
Liberal factions. The Serviles of the States adjoining Nica- 
ragua determined upon placing the entire country under the 
sovereignty of Mexico, with Iturbide as emperor. Step by 
step the battle was fought. Hopes long sustained in secret by 
the Monarchists, found full vent. The Republicans were aroused 
first at San Salvador, Guatemala ; they adopted measures for 
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defense ind resistance; and defeated the anny aent bj Mexico. 
Granada was second in the fidd ; San Jose in Costa Rica, third ; 
vhile in Leon, the bishop who farored the monarchy, opposed 
republican principles, and advocated, by threats of ezcom- 
monication, the Mexican adieme. Battle succeeded battle ; the 
imperial forces were soon arrayed ; and the Liberals of San Sal- 
vador, after a remarkable contest^ were forced to submit 

In 1822 the Mexican goTemment was proclaimed in Ooate- 
mala, and by an Imperial decree the country was divided into 
three Captain-Generalcies : the Serriles of course filling every 
post of emolument, profit, or honor. Though the Liberals 
were defeated, they remained true to their principles, and the 
ProTisional Congress still remained unbroken. It was during 
this period of distrust and anarchy, that the country having 
become truly and purely nationalized, this Congress resolved 
upon annexation to the United States of America ; and by an 
net dated December 2d, 1 822, decreed its incorporation with 
the American Confederacy ; and yet true as this is, how singular 
that our Government took no action in the matter. The dream 
of monarchy was soon dispelled. The Serviles were beaten by 
the recoil of their own magnificently adjusted plans. Iturbide 
was dead, and without foreign aid, they could not sustain 
themselyes, while the Republicans assumed their prior position. 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Guatemala, San Salvador, and Hon- 
duras, determined upon an union of States, declaring themselves 
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independent of Spain, Mexico, and every other power, while 
Chiapas alone remained subservient to Mexico. This decree 
is dated July 1st, 1823. 

The Constitution of the Confederation was adopted in 
November, 1824, in which was embodied the guaranties of in- 
dividual rights, the habeas corpus, the liberty of the press, the 
representative principle ; all of which, however, were corn- 
batted by its enemies. Titles and privileges of rank were 
abolished, the sale of papal bulls prohibited, all foreigners were 
guaranteed the security of their property, and the title of 
" The Republic of Central America" was fixed upon, and its 
national flag bore the device " five volcanoes," and the motto, 
''Dios, Union, Libertad." By a decree passed April ITth, 
1824, slavery and slave-dealing were to be heavily panished. 
The Constitution, although published December 2Tth, 1823, 
was not decreed until November 22d, 1825. Matters swam 
happily on for a time, yet the Serviles, aided by the bishop, 
were not forever quieted ; and although his party were in the 
minority, they were men of wealth and influence ; after a 
time civil war again drenched the streets of Leon. For over 
one hundred days, brother met brother armed for the strife ; 
the richest and choicest portions of the city were burned ; one 
thousand dwellings were consumed by fire in a single night, 
and this butchery continued until the Liberals received a rein- 
forcement from San Salvador. The church had openly arrayed 
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itself against Repablicanism, and the war was one where 
quarter was neither asked nor granted. 

Then from this chaos rose the light, the beginning of better 
davs. Schools were established which were made free. The 
soldier threw aside his knife and bayonet to hold in his brawnj 
hand the primer ; and thus from a confosion of blood-stained 
cliques arose the Independence of Nicaragua. San Salvador 
deemed the power vested in the State to choose for herself 
her religious principles and its expounders, and acting thereon, 
elected or appointed one of its own citizens Bishop of the 
State. The Archbishop of course denounced the act, and the 
Pope himself threatened excommunication, but it fell fruit- 
lessly upon the ear — subsequently Costa Rica followed San 
Salvador. Years passed away, when the Serviles prepared 
for war, and the Liberals, taken by surprise, were overpowered. 
Many of their best men were brutally murdered ; finally, after 
a union of the forces of Nicaragua, Honduras, and Guate- 
mala, affairs were restored, while Costa Rica remained in her 
mountain fastnesses, a calm spectator of the butchery and assassi- 
nation of her sworn friends. General Morazan, probably the 
greatest man of Central America, certainly the man for the 
times in which he was born and lived, after assuming the 
leadership of the Republicans, determined to strike a blow at 
the church, and thereby relieve his oppressed and bleeding 
country. The Archbishop, and the heads of the monkish orders 
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generaDy, the Capachins, Dominicans and Franciscans, were 
arrested, escorted by a military guard to a distant port» and 
thence banished. The convents were put to the use of the 
masses, and some appropriated for prisons, others for schools ; 
while the inmates of the nnnneries were free to go where they 
pleased, and the fnture taking of the veil was prohibited. 

In 1832, all laws recognizing the Catholic creed as the 
faith of the country were annulled, and freedom to worship 
the Creator as each desired, was decreed by the several 
States. From this confederacy, in 1829 or 1830, Costa Rica 
seceded, and maintained a neutrality; but in 1831, when the 
Republic was re-established, she re-entered. Yarious events, 
similar in character to those described, followed, till in 1838, 
when a convention assembled in Nicaragua, and then and 
there declared Nicaragua an independent Republic, and 
framed its constitution. Honduras followed ; each, however, 
sustaining the idea of nationality, and providing for the 
resuming of their positions when there should be a confede- 
rated reorganization. Years sped, and the changes which 
marked former times, still followed the successive periods, 
till Morazan with his two sons was shot at San Jose, in 
1842, after a glorious struggle for Republican principles. 

Carrera, his rival, thus swayed anew, till Malespin, a former 
bandit, having conciliated Morazan's friends, was placed in 
power, but subsequently went to San Salvador, and occupied 
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the command. Then a aew ement« occnmd, ud Malatpia 
inroded Xicongua, and after a most nngmnarj battle at 
LeoD, was noblj defeated bj a far inferior part;. Nicaragua 
was again qaiet A local insarrectiOD of not niucfa ii 
BooQ traospired ; then tbe English, io 1848, ecbed San Jni 
del Xorte, and the battle of Serapaqui, on tlw Sau Juan BilM 
was foDght A fade fortification, of tree tninks, Umba, i 
bongba, was hastily mode, and about one budred and tbiil 
men detennined to conteat the passage of the rirer, : 
arms, as I hare elsewhere remarked, being condemned 1 
glisb muskets and machetes. Tbe Euglisb, io Dumber t 
hundred, well armed, came up in boats, and after a fiei 
Btm^Ie, with the loss of fifteen or twentj meu, the Nica 
gnanB were defeated. 

This occnired in February, 1848. Then followed Samoxa^ 
insorrection, in 1849. He was a somewhat remarkable maaa 
brave, daring, dashing, fhU of humor, honor, and talent, and l 
yet singolarly balanced. There was a reckleasuess in bv 
actions, a brilliant gleam of a hidden meteor throngh oat bii 
whole life, a promise of a hero half fulfilled : in fact, he had 
oatlired his fellows. He was a knight, and fonght principaUj 
with bis lance. He dreased dashingly and gayly, sang aa 
excellent song, told a good tale, and seemed ever intent npon 
dreams of knightly devoir. In tmth, he was a most extra- 
ordinary lancer. He would leap from his horse while at a 
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fiill roD, and pick up a kerchief, or pierce an orange with bis 
^lear, at the same rate of apeed. He fenced well, was enamored 
of the Americans, and raised this revolation in 1849, merely 
he hnd nothing else to do. He waa feared by a 
Brtain class, jet esteemed by the mass. He was taken in 
|dO, at the codimand of General MaHoz, and gibbeted at 



k 1851, while Pineda was president, occnrred that which 

tlscwhere Iiave written; and from that period Qenerala 

\ptoz and Cliamorro were adverse leaders in civil dissen- 

The former was shot daring an aaaaolt made by hiffl 

^ or neur Ctiinaiidega, and Chamorro died in Granada daring 

fi siege of that city by the Mofioz forces. General Walker 

I entered the arena; we shall detail hereafter his ad- 

l&tiires. Thns, since the departare of the Conqaerors, Ma- 

s Parailiiie has been more like a hell ; and the conntry 

Ilttiich furnished Spain with wealth and laznries, how has she 

MR repaid ? Every town has in torn been bathed in gore, 

rery foot of her soil has been the death-bed of some of her 

' children, and the vices of the early Spaniards have frightfully 

matared. 

I bare sometimes thooght, aa I swnng in my hammock 
through the twilight hoars, listening to the dark-eyed dangb- 
ter of Granada, singing, or rather moaning her song, how like 
a dream all this of the Moriscos, and then I wonid endeavor 
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to recall their historj. Thej left Spain, dismembered, it 
seems for erer. Where fled they? Some to Morocco, to 
Tauis, others — where ? I hare thought, and breaking the 
repose of the languor which would ever follow her song, 
have asked : " Where did jou learn that lay of the Ctd ?*' 
The answer was, '*0h, mj mother taught me I" "And where 
did she learn it ?*' '* Oh, from home I^ Perhaps she dreamed 
of that paradise forerer lost to her, when torn from her race 
by the barbarous hand of Spain. 

There are many traits which remind me of the Moors : the 
arrangement of the hair, of the kerchief round the head, their 
figures, the proud, stately step, the high cheek-bone, the deep, 
earnest, piercing eye, the firm, proud lip, all distinct and in 
no respect alloyed by the grosser, sensual form, mien, or gaze 
of the Spanish race, or the admixture thereof. Would the 
impure race dream of a fatherland, and recognize its history 
in its songs ? I hare been led to this digression, for I confess 
many, many times have I thought the matter over, and the 
more I thought the more my mind became confused. The 
liquid, minor melodies would find an echo in my soul, and 
arouse memories of the Alhambra's gardens, her terraced cliffs, 
her jeweled beauties, her noble, heroic children, and I felt 
welling o'er my soul a kindred tide of sympathy, while I 
clasped my guitar, to catch the echoing air, or perhaps only 
the melancholy murmuring refrain. 



\ 
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LuAYiNa LeoUy our journey leads through the suburbs 
of Snbtiaba, and crossing a stream which runs laughingly 
through an arched and shady nook, we reach wide-spreading 
fields of com. The road winds through open plains, and we 
reach the woods after a toasting, and seek a ravine whose 
banks are steep and high. At the foot we find quite a stream, 
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known as Quesalgnaqae. The desceDt is circaitoas. In suc- 
cession, as we spur on, fields of pine-apples and corn appear, 
and we reach a small village called after the stream. Two 
leagues beyond, the road is broader, the country well wooded, 
and we find another village, Posultega, which contains a 
dilapidated church, and probably four or five hundred in- 
habitants. Two leagues farther, and we halt at Chichigalpa, 
an ancient Indian pueblo, which although dilapidated, has a 
population of five thousand. It is a pleasant spot, and just 
the place for a month's recruit. The country is level, and sup- 
plied with fruits. The pine-apples, particularly, are very 
luscious, the nisperos remarkably fine, and the oranges sweet 
and cheap. A pleasant ride of seven or eight miles over a 
well-shaded road brings us to San Antonio. This is a very 
large and choice estate. It was originally a sugar plantation. 
The house is commodious, well built, and well constructed, 
besides having been painted. A foreigner I heard had pre- 
viously owned it 

A short ride, probably a league, brought us to Ghinandega, 
which, if not sa large as Granada, or Leon, is nevertheless the 
most flourishing city in the State. It contains about sixteen 
thousand inhabitants, and is truly the commercial emporium 
of Nicaragua. The houses are generally of a better class 
than in other towns, although they arc built of the universal 
adobe, but with tiled roofs. Old Chinandega contains a pop- 



RBALEJO — ITS HARBOR AVD WAREHOUSES. 15T 

niatlon of about five thoasand, and is situated upon a stream 
which flows through it It possesses little of interest^ save a 
large old chnrch, standing on a terrace in the plaza. A strange- 
looking wall margins the terrace edge, and above the flights 
of steps by which we ascend, are high arches, different from, 
any thing seen in this country. Chinandega is regularly laid 
oat in squares, and although in a level district^ is an agreeable 
residence. 

The worst road, in fact the slipperiest, I ever traveled, espe- 
cially daring the wet season, leads to Realejo, two leagues 
distant. This port is small, the land low, and most probably 
is very unhealthy. The Castom Hoase is located here. It has 
a population of about one thousand or fifteen hundred. The 
town was originally built nearer the water, though on account 
of the numerous pirates who once frequented the coast, the 
present site was chosen as being farther removed from speedy 
visits and instant spoliation. Docks and warehouses, as also 
depots for coal have been built, and the port is far superior to 
any on the coast. The entrance to the harbor is protected by 
the Island of Gardon, which is about a mile and three quarters 
long, and so situated as to protect it from the boisterous winds 
and heavy swells which enter the outer bay of Gonchagua 
from the Ocean. The North entrance is about a quarter of a 
mile wide, free from rocks, and has a mud bottom, and at no 
point has less thar five fathoms of water. Vessels may enter 
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one of these openings with a leading wind, from any point of 
the compass. The inside consists of a fine basin not less than 
four fathoms deep, and two hundred ships at one time may here 
ride securely at anchor. Merchant Tessels lie about a mile 
from the entrance, in the branch of a creek. Opposite the port 
there is a fine beach, the water being deep to its very edge. 
The rise and fall of the tide is eleven feet 

San Juan del Sur was located in 1851, and although its 
harbor is small, and many speculators discouraged the capitalists 
from any inyestment in it in its early days, yet it has acquired a 
place upon the chart of Nicaragua, and is now one of its most 
thriving towns. There are a large number of broad streets, 
some fine hotels, good houses, and altogether it is really North 
American in its character. The Custom House is located here, 
and the Californians returning to the United States have con- 
siderably augmented its resources; the depth of water two 
hundred yards out, is about two fathoms. The entrance is 
about eleven hundred yards, between promontories at least 
four to five hundred feet high. The land is sandy. There are 
ten fathoms water at the entrance, and the tide rises fourteen 
feet. The Papagayos, or revolving winds, drive the sand into 
our plates as we sit at table, through our clothing, into our 
eyes and ears, and altogether, aside from its stirring char- 
acter as a depot, and as the port of exit for travelers by the 
Transit Route, it is far from being a pleasant residence. Lands 
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are held remarkably high in the immediate riciDity. One mile 
North there is another port of aboat the same size, called 
Brito or Nacascolo. The approach to thia portion of the 
coast Tor ships is extremely difficult daring the season that 
the revolviDg winds are in the ascendency. 

The coantry between San Jaan del 8ar and Tirg^ Bay is 
high, well-timbered ; and prior to the road now constructed, 
the path between was in a truly horrible condition. During 
the rainy season, many mules were killed by over-exertion. 
The road was of a soil, slippery, clayey character, and very 
frequently I have seen mules dashing along, their backs cov* 
ered by the mud, and tbeir heads only risible. Really it was 
a swim through a muddy sea. Many travelers perished in 
this short transit. The hotels at Tirgiu Bay were composed 
of tetits without floors; and for three coarse meals and a 
Bleep in a hammock, strangers were charged four dollars per 
day, and very frequently, too, were compelled to sleep in the 
mud all night, or probably for a scries of nights, when the 
steamers did not connect. I have seen many extreme cases of 
hardships which might have been prevented, had not a grasp- 
ing monopoly governed all. In its incipient stage, this 
Transit Company was miserably managed; but shrewd and 
careful officurs succeeded in establishing it firmly. A wharf 
was constmcted at this point, and the lauding of passengers 
in effected with less ditSculty than formerly. 
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We haTe thus traveled 
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to the Pacific, have noticed the volcanoes, stremns, citiea, 
towns, manners and castoms, prodncts, &c., and reaching 
Realejo, wound round to San Jnan del Sur ; to complete our 
circuit, we must reach Granada, whence we started npan our 



Between the Lakes of Managua and Nicaragua, sixteen 
luilcB ioterveoe, twelve of which is a broad, shallow arm of 
the former, called the Eio Tipitapa, or Estero de Panoloya, 
which is from six to twelve feet deep. The banks are low, 
aad the bottom mudd; to the bead of navigation, about one 
and a half miles above to Paso Chico ; the bed of the river 
is supplied with streams, and rests on beds of rocks, a mix- 
ture of lava, Jasper, granite, and other stones. One mite 
from Lake Managua is the Fall of Tipitapa, opposite which 
is the little village of the same name. The falls are from 
twelve to fifteen feet high. The old bed of the river in here 
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Aboot three handred and fifty feet wide. From this point to 
the Lake the bed is shallow and covered with rank grass. 
A Terj small qaantitj of water falls over this natural dam 
even in the rainy season. The alligator lies in the reeds which 
]ine the shores, and every thing about looks desolate and for- 
bidding. The Lake here is shallow. The banks of the Tipi- 
tapa generally are low, and we pass many large cattle estates ; 
the valuable Brazil wood here is very abundant. The Rio 
Grande flowing into the Lake does not increase it much, 
which latter has a surface of about twelve hundred square 
miles, and its distance from Realejo is about forty<two miles. 

The views from the boat as you pass up are very beautiful, 
and the outlined mountains look charming; the setting sun 
gilds with magical effect the rugged crests of Momobacho, 
and lights with subdued grandeur, far upon our left, the hazy 
outlines of the defunct volcano of Masaya. 

Opposite Granada rise the hills of Chontales, a district 
universally believed to be as rich in mineral wealth as any 
portion of {he known world. Mahogany, India-rubber, and 
the Ebo, from which a valuable oil is extracted, are found here 
in abundance. Rose-wood, Satin-wood, Cedar, Braziletto, 
and the Nicaragua wood, one of the most costly of all dye- 
woods, as also the Ceiba, or wild Cotton-tree, are all found 
wonderfully grouped. 

Chontales is celebrated as a grazing country. The lands 
11 
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are fertile, well watered, and are remarkable pasture lands. 
The climate is cool and invigorating on the hills, while on 
the plains the thermometer ranges from 64^ to 78^. It is also 
rich in specimens of natural history. Monkeys, tigers, a 
species of lion, ant-eaters, armadillos, and sloths are frequently 
found, as also deer in abundance. The mining districts^ so 
long over-looked, are being settled, and there can exist no 
doubt of the quality and quantity of its silver, gold, copper, 
and lead. The lands lying upon the streams gradually incline, 
and thousands of fine cattle are seen roaming on the hills, or 
heard lowing in the valleys. A most profitable business 
might be pursued by those who would construct a large craft, 
and freight the cattle down to Yirgin Bay, where they could 
dispose of the stock at highly remunerative prices. The 
land in this district is probably more like that of Honduras 
than in any other department of Nicaragua, and it certainly 
is healthier than upon the plains of the interior. Chontales 
invites the stranger, and has abundance of bidden wealth to 
repay him for bis coming. 

Standing upon the beach at Granada, the eye comprehends 
a glorious prospect. The many islands covered with verdure, 
the towering and majestic Ometepcc and Momobacho, with 
other giants of lesser magnitude, break the monotonous water- 
view. The breakei-s rush shoreward with great force, so much 
■o, that it 18 far from being an easy task to effect a dry land- 
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ing. Owing to these heavy gronnd-swells, the steamboats 
and sail-Yessels are anchored about half a mile from shore. 
There is a constant breeze on the water's edge. Gazing 
eastward, are seen the rolling heights upon the Chontales 
shore. I often wondered at so little being known respecting 
that region, although conjectures were rife as to its namerons 
deposits of gold and silver. Many streams flow from it into 
the Lake, all of them apparently accessible for boats drawing 
two and three feet of water. There are numerous cattle 
estates, but beyond these, little of a reliable nature can be 
gathered as to its innate wealth of soil or minerals. The 
water is cooler, fresher, and decidedly purer than at any 
other point, except in the single instance of that obtained 
from the Rio Frio. 

Why those glorious valleys and rich savannahs should not 
tempt the hardy and thrifty Anglo-Saxon, I cannot imagine. 
A living is certain, for the banana and plantain are indige- 
nous, as also the nutritious and sweet orange. A comfortable 
cane hut can be soon erected, vegetation is ever-blooming, 
and the changes of temperature are neither sudden or great. 
A patch containing two acres, planted with plantains alone, 
would sustain a settler, and his labor would be rewarded in 
the vegetables he would easily and speedily raise. The 
markets of the country are but sparely supplied. The cauli- 
flower, cabbage, melons, lettuce, beats, turnips, radishes. 



BtJsafj, pctt, lima beans, sweet potatoes, coeiimbeT% and 
Tarioiis other classes, grown in oor sonthem climate, would 
flonnsh upon the plains of Leon, and in the neighborhoods 
of Managua, Masaja, Granada, and Riras. 

Nine-tenths of the aettlen in new conntries n^lect certain- 
ties, and aTaricionslj seek the mines for the g^ld, which is 
obtained only bj tofl and great priratioDS. Eyerj nsefal 
pnisnit is neglected, and eren comfort, too, in the search for 
hidden tretsnres, which, when foond, often prore disadvan- 
tageous to the mass, hj increasing the idleness of the finders. 
Yerj few, whether owners or operators, are wealthy, few even 
comfortable. Those curring shores before us especially in- 
Tite the agricalturist In almost every city there are numbers 
of foreigners, and the vegetables and melons not only would 
find a profitable market among these, but the natives would 
also purchase. 

The mineral districts of Spain, and of North, South, and 
Central America, are the poorest. Where one man becomes 
opulent, fifty are rendered the more wretched. The miners are 
paid well, consequently they spend the more carelessly ; the vice 
of gambling succeeds, and is established as a pastime. For 
example, Capon, in Brazil, is celebrated for its topaz mines. 
Villa Rica, the rich village, the capital of the province of 
Minas Geraes, is reputed the richest in the country, and the 
Cerro of San Antonio, is a place famed for diamonds ; the 
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conntry sarroanding each of these is fertile, prodacing the 
finest woods for cabinet-ware, fraits and vanilla, and pos- 
sessing plantations of cotton, equal in color and quality to 
any in the world, yet their inhabitants are degraded. Little 
can be expected from those who have been reared from 
infancy to consider labor as degrading ; bat he who will settle 
in Nicaragua, willing " to take the chances," may rest assured 
he holds tramps in the plow, the hoe, and a civil tongue. 
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Leaving the interior, let us descend the Rio San Joan to 
Greytown, or San Juan del Norte, where we may glean from 
floating chronicles and " old inhabitants" something of interest 
relative to that portion of country known as the Mosquito 
territory or kingdom. It commences at Cape Honduras, the 
extreme northwestern part of the territory, and extends thence 
southwardly to the said coast, including Boca del Toroand Chi- 
riqui Lagoon, to King Buppan Rock, adjoining New Oranada, 
thence southwestwardly to the ridge of mountains dividing tho 
two oceans up to the old Spanish lines, and thence northwest- 
(166) 
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wardlj, pusing eastward of Tnjagalpa aud Mati^alpa, and 
thence north to Cape Hondaras, containing abont seven 
tboDsand one handred square miles. From the earliest an* 
thentic period sabseqneut to the discovery of America, it was 
inhabited by different tribes of Indians, the most warlilce and 
numerous of wbicb were the Mosqnito and Talientes. They 
neglected the tillage of the soil, had made little or no progresa 
in the arts of civilized life, and had no fixed babitations, bnt 
were a wandering race without a home, subject to the prompt* 
ings of fancy or uecessity. 

The followers of Cort«s, or Pizarro, who had over-run Mexico 
and Fern, from the jeweled palaces of the Incas or Aztecs did not 
seek these barren heaths or rocky receasea ; and thus with nought 
to attract the avariciona Spaniard, it is averred the Moaquitoa 
maintiuned their primal independence. Upon the Eiog of 
Spain, by nrtue of a bull issued by the Pope, the right to this 
territory, as well as to the major portion of the American Con- 
tinent, was conferred, as also to his descendants, bnt as to its 
occupation, according to the principles of the Law of Nations, 
there was nothing recognizable. Fer rirtne of the bull re- 
ferred to, Spain claimed this territory, and said title was 
recognized by Qreat Britain in the Treaty of Paris negotiated 
in 1T83; and yet Great Britain practically repudiated this 
claim both before and since. For nearly two hundred years, 
even to the present hour, she has muntained the right of the 
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Mosqoito king to this domain ; and in 1848, wben Nicaragua 
inyaded his rights, Great Britain sent a force to expel the 
latter from the coantry. 

Bat the question of the entire freedom of Uiis coast shonld 
be calmly inquired into ; for under subsequent acts of King 
Robert, American interests became inyolved here. Bj a 
decree issued in July, 1824, this country was also claimed by 
the Colombian Government, and all foreigners were forbidden 
to colonize without the permission of this Republic. By a 
convention made between Great Britain and Spain in 1786, 
'tis true, His Britannic Majesty agreed to evacuate all this 
coast ; but as the Indians showed the same inveterate dislike 
to the Spaniards as formerly, they, (the natives), were per- 
mitted to consider themselves under the protection of Great 
Britain. Here, then, is a power delegated by Spain to Great 
Britain, for the guardianship of this people and their homes by 
the party who claimed this territory, at that time, to the ntter 
exclusion of all other nations. Subsequently, Spain desired to 
repudiate this jurisdiction, vested by her in Great Britain, which, 
however, the latter refused to sanction. 

Some of the Mosquito kings were educated in Jamaica. A 
prior king, on his accession to the throne, January 18th, 1816, 
desired to be crowned at Belize, Honduras, and orders were 
received by His Britannic Majesty's superintendent to gratify 
his wish, and to defray the attendant necessary expenses. It 
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maj be interestjog to give the particnlan of this ngti eer^ 
mony. Cards of invitation were sent to the different merchanU 
of Belize on the previous eveuiog, reqaeatiag their attendance 
at the Court House early in the morning. The king made his 
appesrance in the aniform of a British major, while his chiefs, 
in sailor's trowsers, were ranged ronnd the room. The order 
of the day being given, the assemblage moved toward the 
cboTch, His Majesty King Robert on horseback, supported 
OD the right and left by two senior English officers in the set- 
tlement, the chiefs following after in donble file. On the 
arrival of the cavalcade at the charch designated. His Mig'esty 
was placed in a chair near the altar, and the English Corona- 
tion Service was read by Ihe Chaplain of the Colony, who, on 
this occasion, performed the part of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. When he reached that portion of the service where it 
is written "And all the people said, Let the king live forever 1 
Long live the king I Qod save the king I" the vessels in port 
according to previous signal, fired salntes, and the chiefs rising, 
cried out, " LoDg live King Robert I" 

After the anointing. His Majesty, admiring his finery, indi- 
cated his especial gratification at this portion of the Service, 
by thrnsting his hands through his bushy hair, and applying 
his fingers in an expressive manner to his nose Prior, how- 
ever, to the chiefs swearing allegiance to their monarch, it 
was necessary that they should profess Christianity, and accord- 
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ingly, they were baptized "in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost." They displayed the most total ignorance 
of the meaniug and intent of the ceremony ; and when asked to 
give their names, they took titles of celebrated English officers, 
such as Lord Nelson, Lord Rodney, and others, and seemed 
mach disappointed when told they coald only be baptized by 
simple Christian names. 

After this mockery had been concluded, the entire assemblage 
adjourned to a large school-room to eat the coronation-dinner, 
where the usual healths were drank ; and the poor Indians^ 
king as well as subjects, intoxicated by English mm, soon 
found one common bod — the floor — truly a fit finale to a farce 
sufficiently ludicrous, could it have been divested of its blas- 
phemic character. In the month of March, 1824, George 
Frederick, the father of this king, was strangled by his wife, 
and his body thrown into the sea. 

It may be asked, if the English were so far interested as to 
instal the king, and in this coronation to deprive the chiefe of 
their birthright and their own peculiar religious notions, by 
what title did they so assume a sovereignty over them ? and 
why was it necessary for the poor Indian to renounce his reli- 
gion and embrace that of a foreign nation, with whose tenets 
and precepts he was totally unacquainted ? Was it neces- 
sary or vital to the assuming of the throne ? Did England 
then claim this territory ? or was the Mosquito Coast's sov- 
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ereigntj merged in that of Albion's b; the espousal of ChrisU- 
ftoitf 1 Truly these are vexed questions with me ; like Truth, 
thej lie at the bottom of so deep a well, that it seems nnfathom- 
able, nnleas the result be uofovorable to Qreat Britain's iotereGtB. 

The Mosquito Territory, rraonnced by Spain, and it is also 
said Bubseqneutl;, by Nicaragua, was free, entirely indepeadent. 
She had her king, and that sovereign occapied its throne ; but 
the needs of the Indians were Such, that England, by her ad- 
vances of money and supplies, acquired a foothold in the prov- 
ince, and a consequent ascendancy la the country. She fonnd 
San Jnau del Norte, favorably situated for commerce, at the 
mouth of the Rio San Juan. She saw its future prominence, 
changed its name to Qreytown, and upon the same staff on 
which flew the colors of Mosquito, soon floated far above the 
Cross of Saint Qeoi^e. Thos England set her foot on the 
soil, and from a money-lender and provider, became dictator, 
or, as she meekly terms it, the Protector of the kingdom. 

The King Robert Charles Frederick was crowned April 23d, 
1823. In 1839, having become indebted largely to Peter and 
Samuel Shepherd, formerly of Georgia, while under the reign 
of Hia Britannic Majesty, conveyed to them a large body of 
lands, beginning on the sooth bank of the Rio San Juan, and 
running south and east along the sea-shore, taking in the Boca 
del Torn and Chiriqni Lagoon, and running thence np to the 
rock called King Bnppao, adjoining New Granada; from 



ibeoce sootbertr to the ridge of the noantuiis which diTidtt 
tbe two oceans op to the Spaaish lines ; thence, nearly parallel 
w\\h il»e Bat«fMn in a northerly direction, crossing the Saa 
Joan, and niuDi&g thence to where the Blnefields' Main Biver 
iDtersects the Spanish lines; thence, back by the northcra 
banks of Blnefields" BItct to Great Birer; thence by the 
said rirer to the sea» and thence by the coast soatherly to the 
month of San Joan. It inclnded all islands, and especially 
Little Cow Island and the Island of Escuda de Yaragna: 
coDtaining in all upward of 22,500,000 acres. 

This grant, made on the 24th of January, 1839, was sol- 
eniuly confirmed on the following 28th of NoTember ; and as 
bei forth in the deeds of couTejance, was made by the king 
in the presence of, and bj the advice and consent of his chiefs 
and head men ; and not only contained a cession of the lauds 
therein described to the grantees, their heirs and assigns for- 
CTer, bnt likewise stipalated for their enjoyment and posses- 
sion free from taxation. It also conferred npon the grantees 
the right of colonization, and provided for the exemption of 
the colonists from the hardens usually incident to citizens or 
subjects. The grantees were put in possession of these ceded 
lunds, as fully as it was possible for them to be of so vast an 
extent of territory ; nor was their title, until lately, ever ques- 
tioned by any claimant. The consideration for these lands 
waii part money and part pro visions, needed greatly by the 
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natives, their turtle- shell harvest having been bat small ; con- 
seqnentlj, the grantees having paid a large snm of money, and 
having provided for the natiod an immense supply of pro- 
Tisions, the consideration was not a liomlnar, bat a fixed 
and valuable one. Subsequently, however, the English con- 
sular agent deprived the grantees, per force, of some portions 
of the land. 

By l^e maxims of international law, the lands belonging 
to such tribes may be appropriated by any coterminous 
civilized nation that has the power to expel the original 
occupants, and maintain possession of the territory wrested 
from them. Yet no possession, it is averred; has ensued by 
any adverse claimants, and hence the Mosquito flag is held 
to be the virginal and valid symbol of the country, and still 
floats from the staffs at Greytown, and Bluefields the summer 
residence of the sovereign. These lands subsequently were 
conveyed to eighteen gentlemen of the United States, who 
organized a company, October 16th, 1855 , called "The 
Central American Company," the stock of which was issued 
▼alned at twenty-five dollars per share, each share representing 
one hundred acres of land. The objects of the Company were 
the colonization of the land and development of its resources. 
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Bluefields, the residence of the present Mosqaito king, 
Gteorge William Clarence, is situated on a bluff surrounded 
by a country rich in vegetation, and remarkable as well for 
its scenery as for its healthiness, although, at times, his Majesty 
occupies a house in Greytown. He is young, well-formed, 
lighter in color than the majority of his tribe, is very agile 
and muscular, wears the undress cap of an English naval officer, 
(174) 
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and 18 seemingly satisfied with his title and total freedom from 
want — ^his requirements being attended to by the English gOT- 
ernment. Some time subsequent to the decease of his father, 
in 1841, the grant made to the Messrs. Shepherd was denied, 
in fact, revoked by the present king, acting under the instiga- 
tion of the English, based upon the following reasoning, yiz. : 
that the consideration was insufficient^ that the grant was 
fraudulently obtained, the Sire being intoxicated, as also his 
chiefs and head men, and that this intoxication was the result 
of a conspiracy upon the part of the grantees. The present 
monarch not having reached his majority, the kingdom con- 
vulsed with threatened alarms proceeding from Nicaragua 
proper, and the treasury exhausted. Great Britain became 
the guardian of the kingdom, as by this course alone she 
could ever hope to be returned her pecuniary advances, and 
it is under the prestige of such protection «that she has main- 
tained a certain qualified, but truly inexplicable position in the 
affairs of the country. 

The Company referred to, in our last chapter, was organ- 
ized by Colonel Henry L. Kinney, a well-known gentleman 
of Pennsylvania, and based upon said grant, whicb subse- 
quently was purchased by him and other parties. From this 
arose an expedition, rarely, in its results, trials, and exposures, 
equalled in the annals of modern times. The^ expeditionists 
were to have left New York in the steamship United States, 
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and ahhoQgfa for months the CompaQy were openly adyertis- 
ing their object, and desiring actual settlers, at the yerj 
uioment of departure, the United States Government inter- 
posed, prevented the vessel firom leaving the harbor, and 
denoonced Colonel Kinney and party as fillibosters, and as 
such held them for trial. These snits snbseqaently ended 
withont credit to the prosecntion. 

Col. Kinney had apprized the President in person of the ob- 
jects of his Company, as also of his contemplated day of depart- 
ure, and the latter having broached the idea of colonization, had 
also advised the former to lead the Central American enterprise ; 
and yet, after immense sums of money had been lavished in pre- 
paring himself and followers for the voyage, the entire expedi- 
tion was crushed for a time, and Kinney himself denounced and 
branded as a fillibuster. Subsequently, however, with a few 
comrades, he left New York in a small brig, and after being 
shipwrecked near Turk's Island, and suffering many hardships, 
reached San Juan del Norte, where his arrival was hailed with 
enthusiasm. Thus the Kinney Union, surmounting every ob- 
stacle, reached the point of destination, their avowed objects 
finding an echo in the hearts of the depressed people of the 
Mosquito Kingdom. 

The Transit Company occupied Punta Arenas, a point of 
land immediately opposite the bay, from Greytown; prior 
to Kinney's arrival an emeatc arose between it and the inhab- 
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itants of the town, which ended in the GK>vernment of the 
United States sending the sloop-of-war, Cyane, commanded by 
Captain Hollins, to that port. The place was bombarded, 
frame dwellings and cane hats were destroyed by fire, and 
helpless women and children were driven from their humble 
homes, without shelter or food, to brave the inclemency of a 
sickly climate. Many deaths ensued consequent upon this 
exposure. The results of the conflagration visited alike, Amer- 
icans, Spaniards, French, and (Germans. A debt owed by 
the little town, which could not be paid in twenty-four hours, 
was the principal cause of this overwhelming affliction, and the 
once flourishing village of San Juan was levelled to the earth. 
Now that Col. Kinney had arrived, unwonted alacrity was 
everywhere visible ; houses were erected, stores opened, hotels 
bnilt^ and without exception, the new settlers were busy in re- 
generating the fallen town, upon which the Government of the 
United States had thus wreaked its vengeance. This act of the 
Government found no favor with the country at large. It was 
considered to be a declaration of war by a President without 
the consent and advice of the Senate, which alone, it was held, 
possessed this power. Against whom was this war waged ? 
A weak tribe of Indians— a defenseless town, inhabited not by 
Mosquitians, but by foreigners, many of whom were Americans. 
When the Muse of History, in after years, pores over her pages 
stained with reckless spoliation, she will blush to meet this act 
12 



recorded oo her annals. Would that she conld drop a tear 
thereon, and blot it ont forerer. 

Upon the 6th of September, 1 855, Col. Kinney was nnani- 
moDslj chosen Civil and Military Groremor of the City and 
Territory of San Joan del Norte, or Greytown ; and on the day 
following, the Convention reassembled, and the oath of office 
was duly administered. The Preamble and Resolntions set 
forth were as follows : 

Wkerects, We, the people of San Joan del Norte, or Grey- 
town, and the Territory therennto belonging, in ConTention 
assembled, do recognize it as an inalienable right of all men 
living together as a commnnity, to secure for themselves pro- 
tection of life and property, and the suitable maintenance of 
order and good conduct ; and believing and affirming such to 
be 9^ fundamental principle, without the sacred observance of 
which no community can exist and prosper ; 

Andf whereas no recognized authorities, civil or military, 
for the purposes above-named, do now exist in this place, to 
the great detriment and drawback of its manifold interests ; 

And whereas, from the urgency of the case, in view of the 
numerous recent additions to our population, and the large 
numbers expected soon to arrive amongst us, it is expedient 
and indispensable that a Provisional Government should be es- 
tablished without further delay. — Therefore be it Resolved, 

Ist That a Civil and Military Governor be chosen by the 



^ 



PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS. 1*79 

people, to whom fall powers shall be delegated for the appoint- 
nient of sach subordinate officers, (except the Council herein- 
after named), and the establishment of such offices and whole' 
game laws and regulations as shall appear to him best adapted 
for, and the carrying of such laws and regulations into effect, 
the same to be done with the advice and consent of the Conncil. 

2d. Besolved, That a Council, to be composed of five per- 
sons, be chosen by the people, whose duty it shall be to consult 
with and advise the Governor upon all matters connected with 
the public interest^ and the consent of a majority of whom shall 
be necessary to the appointment of any officer, and the enact- 
ment of any law or regulation. 

3d. Resolved^ That the deliberative meetings of the 
Governor and Co.nncil shall be open to the public, unless in 
the opinion of the Governor the public good should otherwise 
demand. . 

4th. Resolved, That the Council be empowered by the 
people to draft a Constitution, which, after retreiving the sanc- 
tion of the Governor, shall be submitted to them for their 
adoption by ballot 

5th. Resolved, That the Provisional Government now estab- 
lished shall continue in power until such time as it may seem 
fit and expedient to the people to meet, and elect a permanent 
one under the new Constitution. 

6th. Resolved, That no Taxes shall be levied on the citizens 



of San Joan or Orertown mod its Territoiy, without the con- 
sent of a majoritT of the citizens, being owners of Real Estate 
or ()enk>nal pro^ierty to the amonnt of two hundred and fiftj 
dollars^ excepting snch inhabitants as have been residents six 
months and upward. 

7th. Betolvtd^ That all foreign yessels (excepting Mul 
Steamers), entering the harbor, shall pay the same port 
charges as formerly leTied in this port, firom and after the first 
dar of October next 

$th. Besolwd, That the former printed Constitation of 
Qrertown, or San Jnan del Norte, shall be adopted as a basis 
to govern the action of the Government 

9th. Besolved, That nothing in the foregoing articles shaU 
be construed as depriving the people of their rights to assemble 
together and discuss matters relative to the public good, and 
to instruct the Governor and Council upon any subject affect- 
ing the same. 

We observe a freedom to be admired in the spirit of these 
Kesolntions ; the Provisional Government subscribed to the 
former Constitution, which was modeled after that of the 
United States, with few exceptions of trifling character. The 
Inaugural Proclamation of Governor Kinney is high-toned, 
succinct, and views the bombardment, the poverty following 
said piratical action, and difficulties with the Transit Company, 
properly and ably. Schools and churches were erected and 
opened. Physicians, attorneys, merchants, land agents, and 
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others flocked to sapport the new administratioD, and Governor 

Kinney's assumption of power was brilliant, though unfor- 

tanatelj brief. A printing-press was properly located, and a 

paper called " The Central American'* was published, the first 

number of which was issued September I5th, 1S55. Editors, 

W. H. Young and F. Lewellyn. The officers of the Govern- 
ment were — 

Henry L. Kinney, Civil and Militaiy Governor; W. S. 
Thayer, Secretary of the Government ; J. R. Swift, Captain of 
the Port and Collector ; S. T. Haly, Chief Judicial Magis- 
trate; W. H. Young, Attorney-General; F. Salter, Post 
Master and Recorder of Deeds; S. H. Shock, Provost-Mar- 
shal ; Thomas S. Codd, Deputy Provost- Marshal ; John 
Jackson, Surveyor; B. Wark, Constable; Thomas Cody, 
A. M. C. Wood, Benjamin Mooney, Walter Sutherland, and 
Samuel Shepherd, Jr., Members of the Council, of which the 
first-named was President. 

The English Government refused to acknowledge the new 
party in power, but consented, provided a re-election be had, 
which should give no offense. Gov. Kinney resigned, and 
other matters pressing upon the tapis, obscured the position 
of affairs upon this coast for the subsequent period. Illy pro- 
vided with the means of sustenance, betrayed by the Associa- 
tion with whom he had covenanted, Col. Kinney in vain looked 
for the reinforcements and provisions which were to have been 
forwarded by the organization in New York and Philade.\vV!^v^ 
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Sicls poor, « stmtgtr in a stcutge had, brnTii^ spent hii 
nmns in tiie establisfaincait of ku Coiinj, <»e bj one hopes 
Hed, sfid hu men went to tlw mteri4»r to j<Hn saother caose, 
viiose course wss msi^ed bj bk>od-stsiDed battle-fields, and 
tbe silent bearihs of desesrted and q>oliated homes. 

Had CkH Eianej desred to lead any reTofaitionarj organ!- 
aatSon, his opportanitses for so doing hare certainly not been 
isolated. Orertares were made him by the Nicaragnans 
throngh thdr then ProTisdonal Chlef^ Don Patricia Rivas, 
by whom he was niged to Tisit the City of Granada. Had 
he desired to grasp the runs of GoTemmenty ere Gen. Walker 
had been tempted to do so, Kinney wonld hare occupied the 
position of Commander-in-chief, by the unanimous consent of 
the nation. Costa Rica also sent deputies to confer with 
him, entreating bim and his followers to settle in its pro?ince, 
but he was wedded to his tract on the Mosquito coast He 
had sought it for a particular and distinct purpose, and tbe 
improvements everywhere visible were endorsements of his 
high integrity. 

His subsequent visit to Gran ads, and his expulsion thence 
at Gen. Walker's instance, reflects but little credit upon the 
latter, whose boast to hang Col. Kinney proTed an empty 
one. Col. Kinney, after enduring many hardships, it is 
rumored, has sold his Grant to the Mormons for two million 
dollars, receiving an instalment of one tenth of the pnrchase- 
raonev. 
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nrHABITANTS OF THE MOSQUITO COAST — THKIR WEALTH — CLIVATK — ^DTTSODnO- 
TlOlf or RELIGION— THEIR OWN BELIEF — BURIAL OF THEIR 01AJ>— PB0DUCT8 
OF THE COAST — TURTLE — BIRDS — ^FISH — ANIMALS — TINES — TREES AND 
WOODS — RIYERS — EXPLORATION OF INDIAN RITER BT THE GOLDEN CLUB — 
A BEAUTIFOL COUNTRY — MAGNIFICENT FORESTS — BLACK RIYER— GOLD- 
INDIAN RIYER AGAIN — SHEPHERD'S RANCHE — GRAND FALLS — PROSPECTING 
FOR GOLD — SUCCESS — DROYES OF WILD HOGS — NO COUNTRY FOR SNAKES — 
CAPTAIN WILKINSON'S PARTY — PROSPECTING AGAIN — RICH RESULTS. 

The natires of the Mosqaito shoroi like savages of 
other coantries, are distingQished for their apathy ; fmits 
furnish them with sustenance, chief' among which, are the 
banana and plantain, and these are extremely nourishing. The 
wild boar, deer, birds, and the fish, all of which are abundant, 
supply their few necessities. Their wealth consists in a canoe 
and its accessories ; and protected by mountains and morasses, 
with no accumulated wealth to tempt the pirate or the adven- 
turer, they are exposed to no incursions from without. A 
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healthy climate removes the necessity of clothing, while their 
hats are easily constmcted; thus they hare remained in a 
dormant state, gradually decreasing. 

The Dominican monks of Guatemala &iled in the intro* 
dnction of their creed; the Baptist Missionary Society of 
England sent one of their body there, who died, however, on 
his arrival at Belize, Honduras. The king has heretofore ex- 
pressed his willingness to receive and protect any teachers who 
might be sent. Of their religious belief, scarcely anght is 
known, save that they acknowledge a GK>od and Bad Spirit. 
The latter is worshipped more particularly from dread of his 
anger, and as they consider the former too merciful to injure 
them, they plead this as sufficient palliation for their neglecting 
to adore him. They bury their dead with the paddle and 
harpoon the owner used when alive, supposing that the deceased 
will need them in the other world to provide for his sustenance. 

The many valuable products of this coast render its explora- 
tion and development necessary. The Indians collect immense 
quantities of turtle-shell, up the Coast, the Hawksbill species 
being the most valuable, and from whence, if properly and atten- 
tively pursued, this article alone would prove highly remunerative 
as an export Turtles are abundant, and the expense is merely 
nominal for the obtaining of the shell. To those who may not 
be informed on the subject, we may add, that the female turtle 
lays her eggs on the sea-shore, which she scoops out with her 
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fin-like feet. She then scrapes back the sand over the eggs, 
and the sarface is made smooth as before. Thej are soon 
hatched by the genial warmth of the sun, and the little tartles 
crawling forth from the sand, find their way to the moaning 
sea with wonderful rapidity. They are of two species — one, 
called by Linnseas, Testitdo coriacea^ is an inhabitant of the 
sea ; the other, Testudo liUaria, is foand in fresh water, partic- 
ularly in the lakes and rivers. 

Then we find the Thala, a species of heron, the Ardea ihtda, 
a name derived from the Chilian — it is entirely white, and its 
bead is adorned with a crest of the same color. Then, too, 
the gray and red partridge, very large, thongh aboat marshy 
places is foand a smaller species. The chicken is said to 
be domestic ; it is smaller than in North America ; this 
may be tme, since the hog and dog seem to be animals met 
with everywhere, especially in the Islands of the Pacific. 
Then, too, the wild dnck, of two or thr6e classes, as also a 
species of water-hen, with armed wings, similar to the Brazilian 
hen, called Jacana. The wing is armed at the joint by a spar. 
It feeds upon the plains, keeps in pairs, builds its nest in the 
grass, and is jealous of its little home, which if intruded upon, 
it will defend bravely. This bird never makes any noise daring 
the day, but at night, when it hears some one passing, it will 
cry. It is good game, equal to the woodcock. Then they 
have the vampire, an account of which we have given else- 
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where, together with bats, dacks, and a Tariety of birda too 
nameroas to be recorded in the present volome. 

Sea-cows, monkeys, and alligators are found in the Tarioos 
rivers, as also the shark, the sword and black-fish, and an endless 
variety of the finny species. The sea-cow, or sea-wolf, ot 
whatever may be its proper name, is similar to the sea-hog, yet 
distingaished from it by very striking characteristics. In Indian 
River the sea-hog is abundant It resembles the nrigne in 
shape, hair, and manner of living, but its month is longer, like 
the snont of a pig. Its ears are more raised, and the fore-feet 
divided into five distinct toes covered with a membrane. This 
Phoca is from three to four feet in length. There, too, the 
porcapine is found. It does not differ from the Hislrix prensile. 
The cattle are not very large, but the meat is firm and juicy ; 
the milk is rich, and a large quantity of mild cheese is annually 
manufactured. 

Of the climbing plants, an abundance are found. Among 
others is one similar to the copiu ; its flowers are composed of 
six petals three inches in length, of the most beautiful crimson, 
spotted within with white. This plant creeps up the tallest 
trees ; its leaves are disposed by threes, are of a beautiful green 
color, and oval in shape. The fruit is about an inch in diameter, 
cylindrical, of a dull yellow color, and contains a white, tender 
pulp, pleasant to the taste. The passion flower, the sensitive 
plant, which is very large, the caracol, the sarsaparilla, and 
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msaj spedes of the French lianes sn discovered. A. rine 
foand ererywhere u joa asceod the Kio San Jnan, noticed 
in our first chapter at falling from tree-tops to the earth, and 
then creeping np again, weaviog a mesh of Imperriable net- 
work, resembles in its flowers the oopiii. It climbs without 
attaching itself. It produces a legnminoos pnrple flower. It 
can be used for making hedges, baskets, or for cable for 
bongos, mach more elBcient than hemp, for it is capable of 
resieting moistore for a longer time. 

The grasses are nnmerons, and the msbes grow to the 
beight of fonr feet ; from a certain species I made a basket 
which held water. Tobacco is of two kinds, the cnltivated 
and wild. It is strong, hlghl;-flaTored, bat is badt; cared. 
The medicinal plants are ver; nanier.0DS, as also the herbs 
used in dying, aod the otimentarj plants or herbs are as 
abondant as the most ardent stadent conid desire. I have 
met also with the rosebash, which, however, I cannot beliere 
to be domestic, bnt, as it was introdnced into Pern from 
Spain, its presence, here, no doobt, is snfficient evidence of 
its Hispanian origin. The domestic animals live in the fields 
all the year ronnd, and from feeding on aromatic plants their 
flesh acqnires a pecnliar and pleasant flavor. The pliuns, 
valleys, and moantaios are covered with elegant trees, each 
■eason prodacing new herbage in great perfection; and from 
the naiformly genial climate of this section, there is no doubt 
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that mil the plants of oar latitade could be cnterrated there 
withoQt dUBcoltY. 

Prior to CDteriDg into a tIow of the minerals, it were well 
for OS to tarn to Indian River, which has been partially ex- 
plored, and as the account has not been pnblicly given, it 
may interest the reader. The Rio Escondido and Great 
River are both considerable streams, and flow through a 
conntry of surpassing fertility. These lands so rich have the 
advantage of an outlet to the sea, through which their pro- 
ducts may be carried to market, even prior to the opening 
of roads. There are several rivers in the southern portion 
of the territory, and they all abound with many varieties of 
fine fish. Pearl River, Aula Tara, Rio Grande, Prizapalka, 
Boshwash, Rain River, Rama, Com River, Spanish, Indian, 
Escondido, Tauro, San Juan, Rio Colorado, Juanilla, Serapa- 
qui, Estero Real, Tipitapa, Ochomogo, Gonzales, Sapoa, Nino, 
Zapatero, Rio Frio, Poco Sol, Melcbora, Salvatos, Sarmosa^ 
Muchuca, Chorrsa, Francisco, Cruz, San Carlos, Las Miras, 
Guaspore, Tepanaguasapa, San Rafiel, Burro Negro, Mayales, 
Tecolostote, Malaxoge, Metape, Papatnro, and Coco : these 
are the streams found on the face of Nicaragua, embracing 
the Mosquito Coast. 

Little or nothing, or literally nothing reliable, can be col- 
lected relative to the expeditions formed prior to 1855, for the 
exploration of Indian River, although in this same year 
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several companies ascended probably tveoty or tweuty-fiTe 
miles, meeting only with hardships, being illy equipped, and 
provided scantily with provisioDS. The report of the minora 
beariDg the name of " The Golden Clab," we shall insert. 
This Compsoy waa composed of six gentlemen, commanded 
by Captain S. H. Shock, of Philadelphia. "The first day's 
journey tram Qreytown was not characterized by any eTent 
ditfering from a plain travel over a known region of fertile 
land and rank vegetation. Twelve miles &om the mouth 
of Indian Biver, however, the aspect of this conntry changes 
entirely, becoming extremely beaotifal, which for variety of 
landscape equals any known portion of the Isthmns. Numer- 
ous plantations, old and new, are seen on and near the banks 
of the river^ some of which," says the historian of the Com- 
pany, for I have bis report before me, " seemed as if the owner 
cared little in reaping to reimburse his labor, so heavily were 
the trees laden with fruit, showing the more to advantage in 
the want of the nndei^owth, so ruinous where there is no 
attention given. Some localities, selected by members of our 
own baud, may be seen as the path gradnally winds into the 
forest, lined with lofty cedars, oaks, mahogany, and all other 
descriptions of timber to be found in tropical regions. 

"Upon proceeding abont thirty miles up the stream, we 
found onr iustrnctians reqnired us to change onr course to 
the left, up Black Biver, leading ns farther into the interior. 
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where, to all appearance, mortal foot had nerer More 
trodden, bnt to oar sarprise, the country was still the same 
in variety of landscape and apparent fertility of soiL The 
river is narrow, and its banks high and sloping, across 
which, in many places, heavy pieces of timber had fallen, ob- 
strncting onr progress mnch. We condnded, after a halt, 
that the party shonld here separate, a part to proceed as for 
up as practicable, the others to remain. Those who ascended 
the river forced their way, twelve miles, through dense foliage 
and over high, rugged banks, making a distance of fifty-seven 
miles from the month of the river. Here they found high 
falls, and after a short prospecting, obtained some gold. This 
was in the midst of the rainy season, and they were unable to 
perfect their examination, as well on account of the high 
stage of water, as their short stock of provisions and insuffi- 
cient implements of labor. We joined the waiting party, and 
began to descend to Indian River, following its coarse, whence 
we turned to the left, which was the proper route, and the 
one pursued by Captain Wilkinson's party, which had preceded 
us a few days. 

" On entering the right trail, we found at our several camp- 
ing places, for some distance, a scarcity of game, and at 
intervals deserted Indian ranchos. Shepherd's ranche, on 
the river, was the best camping spot we had, and near this 
we discovered several deserted plantations. The scenery 
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became broader and more beaotifal, as we proceeded, the 
timber finer and more lofty, and we observed a total absence 
of undergrowth, enabling ns to view to greater advantage 
the mountain scenery, valleys, and glens, so sweet to all lovers 
of Nature. On leaving this ranche, the journey becomes 
picturesque in the extreme, there being a continuation of 
rapids until our arrival at the Grand Falls. Here pilots be- 
came essential. This is one of the most particular points to 
be observed • by parties who may feel inclined to visit the 
mines in this district, the difficulty of the passage over the 
rapids rendering great care necessary, as the least want of 
skill on the part of the pilot might endanger life. The canoes 
should be unloaded at the foot of the Falls. 

** Moving onward, the scenery becomes grander, and from day 
to day the cataracts and falls, with the picturesque landscape 
around, present to the eye something to be admired beyond 
description. The total absence of musquitoes, the freshness of 
the water, which in coolness almost equals ice, suggests 
healthiness and comfort; our journey, although slow and 
difficult, has been a pleasant one. We observed the camp of 
Captain Wilkinson's party ahead, and soon shook hands with 
undisguised pleasure with our friends. The further ascent of 
the river being considered very questionable, we selected three 
of the combined party to prosecute it, having provided them 
with rations for ten days. In the interim, the remainder of the 
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party prospected on a gravelly beach, between two large falls or 
cataracts, in the neighborhood of onr encampment. We com* 
meneed operations, but found the water too high for effecting 
a fair test of its yielding capacities, although we shovelled up 
five pans, all of which were proved, and gold was obtained. 

" The river subsided slightly, and we again tried the gravel 
bar. We dug a hole four feet wide, twelve long, and six deep ; 
this brought us to the rock, where we found each pan to yield 
ten cents value in gold. That found on the sands was simply 
drift. The river commencing again to rise prevented us from 
reaching a spot where not a doubt could exist of our being 
amply repaid for our exertions. 

'* We expected to receive from the party who had left as, very 
favorable reports, which would induce us to abandon the idea 
of digging ; until they arrived, the water being now too high 
for prospecting, we turned our attention to exploring the 
valleys, hills, nooks, and dells in our neighborhood, in all of 
which we found cedar timber in abundance, the trees ranging 
from fifty to seventy feet in height, without a single knot or 
limb intervening, plenty of dye-woods, and beautiful table- 
land, though the continuance of heavy rain prevented our 
making as full an inspection as we could have wished. We 
did not find, in any case, gold in any of these Yalles. We met 
with an Indian trail of recent date. Indian River affords a 
plentiful supply of fish of the finest quality. The stone^faut 



\ 



C0NCLT7SI0N OF THE QOLDXN CLUB EXPLORATIONS. 193 

in this vicinity has the preference. I may mention the almost 
entire absence of snakes in this region also, which may be 
attributed to the large herds of wild hogs roaming about — 
as many as three hundred being frequently found in a drove — 
the Mountain Cow, Guracoas and Deer, are also to be found 
in great quantities. 

''Upon our return to camp, we were surprised to find our 
friends already there. They reported, that after five days travel 
through forests of cedar, they arrived near the bed rock of the 
river. Here they found formations of slate and granite, and 
on scooping up a handful of sand from this, it yielded twenty 
cents of gold to the pan. From their inability to take with 
them a supply of shovels, long-toms, or other utensils, with the 
danger of too frequent exposure at this season, they were com- 
pelled to relinquish further developments, and rest satisfied 
with the result already attained. We had journeyed one hun- 
dred and twenty-five miles to where our prospects were fully 
realized, and deciding to return in December, during the more 
propitious season, we promised ourselves, with all confidence, 
a full field for our labor." 
13 
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We must now turn to the interior, for since Col. Kinney 
and his lands have been feceiying our attention, the revolution 
in Niearagaa proper has grown desperate and stirring. The 
Liberals invited foreigners to aid them in destroying tte powr 
of the Servile faction, and on the 4ih of Maf 
(194) 
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Walker, with fiftj-eight meD, arrived at San Jaan del Sur. 
The TTnited States Marshal had interposed to prevent his 
vessel from sailing, when Walker finding that further delay 
would only be adding fuel to the flame, invited him into the 
cabin, feted him with wines, and during the t^te-i-t^te, the 
anchor was weighed, and the government officer awoke to the 
consciousness of being on his way to an unknown port. How- 
ever, with a delicacy peculiar to the moment, the General 
advised the officer of his position, and after a few friendly ex- 
changes, sent him back to San Francisco, while the vessel 
sought the coyal palm-groves of Nicaragua. 

The Serviles learning of his arrival, immediately marched 
from Rivas, and attacked him with four hundred men. In vain 
the advancing columns of the enemy strove to break the serried 
and firm front of this invading, friendly force ; in vain, Guar- 
diola cheered his men to the attack ; in vain, the loud shriek 
of the swarthy islander or the deep cry of the mountaineer ; 
the deadly rifle, handled by willing hands and able men, swept 
death and devastation through the enemy. Walker's loss was 
one white man and four natives, while Guardiola lost fifty of 
rank and file. The enemy^ charged again, but Walker, at the 
bead of his small battalion of reserve, rushed to the rescue, and 
swept the blue and white flag of Nicaragua from the field. 
The foe were roated, and the moon rose upon a battle-field far 
Moodier flum ^ ^ the Serviles and Liberals 
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heretofore, while she lighted to the distant shelter a broken 
and dispirited band of harassed and wounded soldiers. Thus 
was fought the first regular battle, and from that field the 
banner of Liberty arose rebaptized and regenerated. 

Shortly after the battle of Virgin Bay, Gen. Walker returned 
to San Juan del Sur. The Oovemment, of which Don Jose 
Maria Estrada was the President, demanded the arms and am- 
munition in the possession of the Transit Company. These 
consisted of four cannon, forty-eight muskets, and a large sup- 
ply of cartridges shipped from New York by this Company, 
and landed at the Castillo Rapids, for the use of the forty-eight 
soldiers, or, as they were termed, " Invincibles," who had been 
sent out to counteract an influence which was preponderating 
against them. The arms and ammunition were on board the 
steamer Virgin, at that time lying off Granada. 

Battle succeeded battle — step by step the strangers advanced 
into the country. From a small detachment of eighty, the 
ranks were soon swollen to hundreds. The Liberals flocked 
round their new chief, upon whose banner victory sat — 
the influence of Walker was at once felt. He summarily 
punished defections in his ranks, whether among the American 
or native troops, till every man felt there was nothing left but to 
obey and execute. The city of Granada, which had so long 
withstood the Liberal party, yielded to the new-comers, and 
the entrance of Walker, October 13th, 1855, was hailed irith 
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enthnsiasm. The chnrch bells welcomed him, and everywhere 
banners and handkerchiefs waved in his honor. The Serviles, 
now grown desperate, called npon the adjoining Stiites for 
assistance, but the knell of Monarchism had been sounded, 
and the former friends of this once powerful party heeded not 
the invitation. 

A truce ensued, however, between the rival forces. QevL 
Corral, the most prominent officer of the so-styled legitimate 
Government, and chief of the hostile forces, had, prior to this, 
ratified Walker's triumph in the church, and had sworn friend- 
ship to the new Government, of which Don Patricio Kivas 
was, by virtue of said treaty chosen President, or Provisional 
Chief. He now dispatched a letter to General Guardiola, who 
had flown from Granada, representing that affairs under the 
management of Gen. Walker were not being properly con- 
ducted. He also appointed a certain time for Guardiola to 
invest the city with his entire force, when Walker, unprepared, 
might be taken by surprise, and his men put to the sword. 
This letter having been intercepted, and delivered to Gen. 
Walker, a civil and military tribunal was formed, and Gen. 
Corral was brought to trial on a charge of treason against 
the then existing Government. 

It has been stated, that after his trial he confessed having 
written the letter. He was found guilty and condemned to 
death. He was brave and inteUigent^ a man of warm attach- 
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meats and generous disposition. The Minister from Nica- 
ragua, Padre Vigil, besought his pardon with all that eloquence 
which distinguishes that truly good and merciful-hearted man, 
but his doom was sealed. He was shot on the plaza, and 
died universally regretted, leaving three sisters, whom he had 
revered and loved, in indigent circumstances to mourn his un- 
timely loss. The entire country was shocked upon learning 
of his condemnation and death, and even the friends and sup- 
porters of the Cause felt that the stroke had been too hasty 
and severe, and for a time it is said even Walker himself shared 
the same opinions. But to succeed, treachery must be sum- 
marily punished. This decisive blow was succeeded by bat- 
tles, and the incoming of recruits soon erased the gloom of 
the late execution. 

Costa Kica, in the interim, declared war against Nicaragua^ 
and ere the news had fairly been flung to the breeze. Walker 
had a detachment on the march to the former State to meet 
the foe on their own soil. Col. Schlessinger commanded this 
arm of the force, and after marching to Guanaqaste, allowed 
himself to be surprised while in fortification, and many of 
his men were butchered. Three thousand Costa Kicans, fresh 
in the field, swept after the broken ranks of the invaders, and 
straggling over hills and mountains, through morasses and 
swamps, the shattered remnant of Schlessinger's command, in 
a state of utter exhaustion, finally reached their Oommander- 
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in-Ohlef in Granada, to accase Schlessinger of treachery, neg- 
ligeuce, and general imbecility. 

Sabseqaently, the leader of this nnfoilnuate expedition 
fonnd his way to headquarters, but his soldiers had already 
been heard, and charges were preferred. A tribunal was 
eummoned, and Schlessinger, who had the patrol on honor 
of the city, escaped while his trial was pending. Sentence 
of death was pronounced upon the traitor if found on the 
territory of Nicaragua, and his infamy was published to the 
world. 

The army of Walker heard of the advance of the enemy 
with impatience, and at the head of about eight hundred men, 
well armed, but illy ammunitioned, the Commander-in-Chief 
marched upon the city of Rivas, where the Costa Ricans, 
three thousand strong, were posted. The latter, commanded 
by foreign officers, well-armed with Minnie rifles, and flushed 
with their late victory, expected an easy prey. Street by 
street was fought through, barricades were overthrown, houses 
fired and sacked, carnage reigned supreme, and the best and 
bravest of Walker's army fell dead on that eventful day. Still, 
the threat of Costa Rica to shoot every man found with arms 
upon his person nerved even the most timid. To retreat was 
certain death, to be conquered instant execution ; and between 
the two there seemed nothing left but to battle on ag^nst 
tremendous odds. 



200 NIOARAOUA. 

The foreign officers of the Costa Ricans displayed nmcii 
military skill, and the troops nnder them ezecnted their com- 
mands efficiently ; but the cool, undaunted American, who ad- 
Tanced to the thundering cannon, while yet the smoke kissed 
its warm lip, this to the foe was beyond all conception. The 
enemy retreated, pierced with the bullets of the sharpshooters, 
till the evening drawing on, and the ammunition of the Nicara- 
guans getting low, the army amassed, and after beating the 
enemy from every tenable position, coolly retreated with colors 
waving and drums beating. Walker's loss in the engagement 
was about eighty-five, while that of the enemy was from six 
to eight hundred. 

Walker marched to Granada, leaving the Costa Ricans 
to nurse their wounded, bury their dead, and to manage a 
retreat attended with unexpected and unlooked-for disasters. 
Instead of interring their comrades, they threw their bodies 
into the various wells of the city, and from the decaying 
corses emanated sickness and cholera, which thinned, with 
fearful rapidity, their broken ranks. They reached San Juan 
del Sur, and hastily embarked, leaving behind many of their 
sick and wounded, with a total loss of at least one-third their 
original number. 

We shall now refer to the inauguration of Don Fruto 
Chamorro as Director of Nicaragua. It has been stated ia 
political circles at Washington, by those high in authority. 
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as also, I beliere, by Don Angnstin Vigil, then Minister from 
Nicaragua, "that this step was the commencement of the 
storm ; that Chamorro began to show his tendency to despo- 
tism, and usurping the sacred rights of the people who had 
elected him, commenced to forge the chain of their misfor- 
tunes. Fearing, however, a number of the citizens who were 
adverse to him, he commenced criminal proceedings against 
them. The greater part of these citizens were Liberal Mem- 
bers of the Constituent Assembly, which had convened for 
April, 1854, and who possessed too much integrity to vote 
away the liberty of the Republic. Among them were Don 
Francisco Castillon and General Jerez. These, with others, 
were imprisoned, and banished subsequently to Honduras. 

"General Jerez, at the head of a few men, returned, however, 
and at Chinandega organized a Provisional Government. 
They then marched to Leon, where Chamorro had his camp, 
and as soon as the forces met, the army of the latter went 
over to Jerez. Chamorro fled to Granada, and by sacrificing 
the wealthy portion of the citizens, he assembled a force of 
one thousand men, and stood a nine months' siege on the 
plaza, during which time the most beautiful portions of the 
city were destroyed. The Provisional Government was com- 
pelled to raise the siege, and invited American citizens to aid 
them. Ninety of them responded to the invitation, and be- 
came naturalized citizens of Nicaragua. 
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''Chamorro died, and Don Jose Maria Estrada waa ap- 
pointed his successor ; thos, (says the Padre in his letter to 
Mr. Marcj of May 14tb, 1856), did the Constituent Assembly 
trample on the very constitution and charter they had made 
but a few days before, arrogating to themselves the ordinary 
legislative power. This," further adds the Padre, "la the 
style of government which has been styled legitimate, and 
which was not and could not be so accorded to the Constitu- 
tion of that State, because Chamorro's term of office having 
expired, only the people of Nicaragua, represented by the 
Justas of the Departments, and never the Assembly, ought to 
have appointed the successor." 

After entering the city of Granada, as before stated, the 
Oovemment of Estrada being overthrown, the Padre says: 
" The new Government invited General Corral, the chief of 
the hostile forces, to a conference; this officer being fully 
authorized by the late Government, they agreed to appoint a 
ProTisional chief, for which Don Patricio Kivas was selected, 
and General Walker, General-in-Chief of the whole military 
force of the Republic." 

The worthy Padre has offered, I fear, but sorry reasoning for 
the subsequent acts of his Government. He educes an argu- 
ment against Estrada, because the Justas of the Department 
only had the power to elect a successor, and yet he tells us, 
General Corral, a rebel chief, conferred with the enemy, and 
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selected Ritbb the snccesBor of Chamorro and Estrada. Is it 
to be nipposed that any anch power was vested in Corral by his 
pnrtizaoB, BH to yield the sapreme Directorship of the country, 
and would be willinglj resign his position as Commander-in- 
Chief, bad not force been employed T Are we to believe that 
this assamptioQ of power on the part of the Kivas party was 
TalidT 

Facts are stabbom, and 'tbey justify the selection of 
Rifas-, but .there is no shadow of any legal election by the 
Justos, bnt by the prescribed Assembly, composed, Bnbse- 
quently, at the moment of the making of this compromise, of 
friends to the new Qovemment 1 Was this agreement between 
Corral and the enemy valid f Was Bivas elected by the 
Jnstaa ? Was any election hold at all f Certainly not I The 
enemy had evacnated Oranada, and conseqnentty tbey had 
no voice in it. Would they empower their chief. Corral, to 
treat in this crisis with the enemy f 

Is it not absurd to justify the position of the BJvas- Walker 
Government by such arguments f Was it not certain, that 
Corral's vote, upon any question, would be over-mled, and that 
any advantage be might wish to clum would be denied f And 
yet a treaty was made, and Corral, instead of returning to his 
friends, was detained in Granada, and sabseqnently tried, cou- 
Ticted, condemned upon a charge of treason, and shot. How 
was this charge sustained; Not by luBsentU pMtiM ' 
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condemned the accnsation and the yerdict, and the sabseqneat 
Minister of Nicaragua, appointed by the Rivas-Walker Got- 
ernment, strennonsly besought his pardon, belie ving him to be 
innocent. 

There was no election, but an unanimous selection of Don 
Patricio Rivas, a worthy, quiet man, formerly Custom Officer 
at San Carlos, for the post ; a tool, ^s said, iu the hands of 
Oeneral Walker, and against whose interests, it will be remem- 
bered, even his son fought, fully feeling that his father was a 
titled prisoner, a second Montezuma, in the hands of his victor. 

By whom was the city shorn of her beauty ? By the enemy, 
not by the Chamorro party, whose interests would have suffered, 
and that Chamorro defended the plaza for nine months against 
the enemy, is sufficient endorsement of his Talor, for had he 
been obnoxious to the citizens, he would soon have felt their 
vengeance. A rebellion had occurred — one party was beaten 
^he victors claimed the spoils ; and they selected their officers, 
as was usual, and held from that time the country vi d 
armis. 

The headquarters of General Walker were at Granada^ and 
the gallant and determined defense of the plaza, by Hen- 
ningsen, will be remembered as one of the most glorious 
achievements of modetn fillibustcrism. With his retreat en- 
tirely cut off, supplies diminishing, an hospital immense in 
proportion to his fighting men, yet there was no show of the 
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white fi&g ; determined to fall or conquer, he braved his foes ; 
and when relief came, Bmall tboogh it proved, responding to 
the hearty shoots of his fellow soldiers, he leaped from his 
islaod barricade to panish tbe too aanguinc enemy. 

Redaced to the narrow and circnmscribed limits of Rivai 
and enviroDB, with a clear oatlet, however, to 8an Juan, 
Walker refosed to retreat, and vainly essayed to bring the 
enemy into a general battle. San Jorge was barricaded, bnt 
he resolved to attempt its capture. On the 3d of Febniary, 
1857, he retained from San Juan del Snr with forty-threo 
recruits, reaching Rivas at half-past one P. M. That night, 
with these, he forced an attack on San Joi^e, — his men 
were worn ont, had been illy provisioned, and his total force 
only onmbered two hundred. Walker led in person. It was 
defended with cannon, and proved a very strong post ; within 
the church and plaza was the whole Costa Bican force ; 
Walker had no artillery, for he intended to surprise the village. 
He would have sncceeded, had his men sopported him, for when 
they entered the streets, not a sound was heard, not a picket 
challenged— the whole place was wrapped in daDgerous, almost 
fatal sleep. The courage of his worn-out men deserted them, 
and when ordered to the attack, they faltered — they refused. 
He called for forty volnnteers to storm the village — only fifteen 
advanced. With these he approached the barricade. The 
whole camp slept within — not a Gentry on the alert. They 



206 NIQABAGUA. 

fired into the plaza, which aronsed the camp, and met a 
response of mnsketry. The volonteeni fell back — the whole 
body began to scatter, when Captain Higbj of Mobile sprang 
forward into the midst of his Company, and taunting tfaenv 
finally compelled them to amass, and marched them up to the 
plaza. In the interim the Costa Bicans had entered the sqaare 
from the surrounding houses, and were firing firom thence upon 
them. 

Higby led his men in single file, crouching low along the 
walls, so as to escape the muzzles of the enemy's guns, and as 
the Costa Bicans discharged their Yollies, up rose the Walker- 
ites, and through the same port or loopholes returned the 
courtesy. This manceuvre, however, could not stay the battle 
long, although it told disastrously upon the foe. Higby being 
unsupported, and exposed to a galling fire from all points of 
the plaza, while General Walker's party being the focus of a 
hot serenade from the cannon, compelled the latter to evacuate 
the village, after losing Col. O'Neil, Capt Blackburn, and a 
considerable number of the rank and file, composed of the First 
and Second Bifles and the Bangers. He retired to Bivas. 

On the Yth, in the morning, at 3 A. M., he marched agam 
to San Jorge, with three field-pieces and at f A. M., at a 
distance of six hundred yards, commenced a cannonade which 
lasted for several hours, but he was disappointed in drawing the 
enemy from their retreat. General Cailas, the Costa BIcan 
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commander, haying an opportonity to communicate with Gen 
eral Walker some days snbseqnent) addressed him a note, in 
which he stated that the cannonade had killed three beeves, 
thereby saving the batcher some trouble, and that his men had 
picked up fifty round-shot, which he should with pleasure return 
to him some time soon — poco iiempo. 

Upon the Rio San Juan, Walker's officers had taken Sera- 
paqni, the Castillo, and other points, and held Punta Arenas 
also, but were unsupported, and finally outwitted by the Costa 
Ricans who succumbed at Castillo. The latter desired twenty- 
four hours to evacuate, but in the meantime sent messengers for 
aid to San Carlos, who returned with reserves sufficient to 
compel Cols. Titus and Lockridge to abandon all hopes of its 
capture. Had Walker's officers refused time, and forced them 
at once to surrender, the whole country would have been in his 
bands. Was this the result of an over-supply of confidence, 
or " manifest destiny" ? 

Col. Anderson had succeeded in taking Serapaqui, and was 
left with a garrison to defend it until the return of Col. Lock- 
ridge. Lockridge landed a detachment of one hundred and 
fifty men under Col. Titus, one mile below Castillo, with orders 
to march through the woods, and enter the town on the rear ; 
whilst he, in person, proceeded up the river to cannonade it. 
When he (Lockridge) came in sight of the fort^ he found the 
houses in flames below, and also two of the river-steamera. 
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Without delaj, and under a shower of balls from the fort^ he 

boarded the J. N. Scott, pat out the fire, cat her adrift^ and 
floatecT her oat of range of the gans. The other boat, The 
Machaca, was entirely consnmed. The Scott was riddled with 
balls, and otherwise injared. Lockridge's loss, exposed thas, 
was five privates and one officer. Titns found the rains wh^ 
he reached the Rapids, sent in a flag, and demanded instant 
surrender, having ascertained previously that the force 
amounted to only twenty*five men. 

The rest I have told. On the 2d of March, Titus descended 
the river in the Rescue, with Col. Lockridge, having the 
J. N. Scott in tow. The English officers boarded the steamers 
ad libitum, offering protection to all who desired to leave 
Walker's service. General Walker's camp at Rivas was also 
visited by American and English naval officers, but the latter 
generally felt they had rated the General far too feebly. 

Rivas was well fortified. It was defended by stone barri- 
cades, and eleven pieces of ordnance^ — three six-pounders, two 
mines, two howitzers, and four mortars, the latter very small. 
The Costa Rican forces were about ten times the number of 
Walker's. Reduced to a circumscribed space, the latter felt 
his necessity for action. Not a boat on the lake, no commani- 
cation with Lockridge on the Atlantic, one hundred men 
sick and wounded, two hundred more, limping, terribly crip- 
pled, and unfit for marching, four hundred only were left 
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together with two hundred natiyes to battle against this 
OTerwhelming odds. 

Of how many well-fought fields have these rude ontatored 
troQps been the victors ! In a strange clime, nnaccnstomed to 
its water, or its changing temperature, war from the moment 
they placed their feet upon its soil, till they sought the "sick- 
bey," foes around them, about them, starvation at their elbows, 
and no reserves on the march, what prevented Despair from 
gathering his share of the laurels ? Pride I Pride I On their 
Leader's brow they saw a dogged resolve, a fixed determina- 
tion to outfast, ontsit^ or outfight the enemy. All that perse- 
verance could have accomplished, was certainly his. He 
penetrated to the Capital — he had it in his power. He 
governed the State, but his forces were insufficient. Had 
Lockridge been able to join him, and hence given him pos- 
session of the lake and river steamers, the flag of the vanquished 
would undoubtedly now float from the mast-heads at Bealejo, 
and the flag-staff of Oreytown I 

From the official report of Ph. B. Thompson, Adjutant- 
General of the Nicaraguan army, dated Bivas, Feb. 24, 
1857, we find that the original number of men enlisted were 
2,288, of which 61 were officers. The total of deaths were 
685, of which 109 were officers ; 87 resigned, 206 were dis- 
charged including one officer, 9 were dropped or stricken from 
the roll, 293 deserted, of which 9 were officers, leaving a total 

of 733 officers and men, with 141 nnaccounted for 
14 
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To the number joined, as herein stated, are to be added 
aboat 100, who joined singly, re-enlisted, and others employed 
in the different departments of the army. Of the 141 nnac- 
counted for, about 70 should be added to the killed. 

The evacuation of the country by (General Walker and com- 
patriots from the port of San Juan del Sur, on the Pacific, 
and the interference of Captain Davis, of the Ship-of-war St 
Mary, is patent. His general successes and discomfitures have 
been dwelt upon succinctly, but briefly, and we refrain from 
dilating upon the motives which induced either the first or 
second visit of the leader to Nicaragua, lest we may do injus- 
tice, but we shall publish an official document relating to his 
capitulation according to the Convention of Rivas. Suffice it 
for us to ask, what of good hath eventuated from all the tur- 
moil ? Many wrongs had been committed by the Government 
upon Americans, resident and transient. The Transit route has 
been brought into notice, and many who have visited the coun- 
try from other motives than commerce, can fully endorse my 
opinion of it, when I add, that it possesses a regular and g^d 
climate — fertile soil — ^the finest fruits in the world — ^immense 
mineral wealth, and a population, with whom, after our Cass 
and Yrisarri Treaty is fully confirmed, we can affiliate, and 
enter into commerce, with many chances of success. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

WALKBR'8 COMTIMPLATBD SICOITD INTASIOir OF mOARAOUA — SBK0B8 TRI8ABRI 
▲HD MOLIKA — THBIR LBTTBB TO 8S0RBTABT CA88 — WHAT THBT THIXK 
WALKBB WILL DO— WHAT THBT HOPB THB U5ITBD 8TATB8 WILL DO— €IR- 
CCLAR OF 8BCBBTABT CASS — CALLS ON THB OmCIALB — EXPBCT8 THBK TO 
DO THBIB DUTY — WALKBB BPBAKS — APOLOGISES FOB DOIBO SO— OLADfS TO 
BB THB LAWFUL BXECUTIYB OF NIOABAOUA — DOBS HOT WAHT ANT IHTBB- 
FBBBHCB FROM 008TA RIGA AND GUATEMALA — DENIES VIOLATINO ANT ACT OF 
CONGRESS — SENOB TRISARRI AGAIN — WANTS THE AMERICAN GOTEBNMBNT TO 
DO THE BIGHT THING — TALKS HARD ABOUT WALKER — SATS THB FILLIBU8TBBS 
▲BB NOTHING BUT PIRATES — CANNOT DECBIYB THB CENTRAL AMERICANS, AND 
WONDERS AT THB IMPUDENCB OF THB MAN OF DBSTINT. 

In relation to* General Walker's second invasion of Nicar- 
agua, we insert the following official documents, which prove 
the desire of the United States to maintain her position for 
probity with the world at large. The letter from Soflors 
Yrisarri and Molina to Secretary Oass, dated Now York, 
September 14, 1857, apprises our Government of an IntondQit 
invasion, and is as follows : 
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" The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics 
of Gaatemala and of Salvador, and the Charg6 d' Affaires of the 
Republic of Costa Rica, have the honor of bringing to the 
knowledge of his Excellency the Secretary of State, that there 
is no doubt as to the fact that there is now in course of prep- 
aration, in the southern section of the United States, an Ex- 
pedition under the orders of Walker, the adventurer ; which 
Expedition, according to the notices published in the public 
journals, will sail about the middle of this month, or the 
beginning of the next, bound for Boca del Toro, where it will 
take the armament, which, now ready in the port of New York, 
is to be transferred to that point. It is probable that the 
collecting of the members of the Expedition and of the arma- 
ment, at that point, have for their object the entrance of these 
new invaders into Nicaragua through the port of San Joan del 
Norte, since they can have no other point from which they 
could effect such entrance. 

" The undersigned hope that the Government of the United 
States, though they may not be able to prevent the embarkation 
of this expedition, like former ones, so publicly and shamelessly 
proclaimed, will direct that a vessel of war of the United States 
shall prevent the debarkation of these aggressors in Boca del 
Toro, and give formal orders to the United States Tessel that 
may be stationed at San Juan del Sur to repel, also, the land- 
ing of the expedition along that coast, and to torn them back 
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to ^lxVintBdiBatamxiDkictar%i£'^bm 
of the peftee and flBonntr of £nei»d}T natknis. 

''With the Idg^wBt «aadensaoB, the inBdersigtted Imt^ llie 
honor of BabBcriban^ thoBsdTct the respectiiil and obedicul 
seirants of the Hooonble the SecreUrj of Sute of the United 
Sutea.*'— <Aa 1, Ex. Doe. Xo. 24, S5iA Cong^.h^ Se$».) 

Upon the receipt of which, Mr. Cass issnoil tho followiniit 
circolar, directed to the Tarioos Attorneys, Mantha)^ and CoU 
lectors of the United States. It is dated (Vom tho I>f)(>arimfMii 
of State, Washin^on, September 18, 1S57. 

" From information received at this Department) thoro In 
reason to believe that lawless persons arc now onf<Agml whiiln 
the limits of the United States in sotting on foot and prnpnt'ln^ 
the means for military expeditions to bo carried on nKalniii ilin 
territories of Mexico, Nicaragua, and CoRta Iliua, Uf<ptitilloM 
with whom the United States are at peace, In (1lro(*t ylulalldn 
of the sixth section of the Act of CongroNM apprritnrl SlOfli nf 
April, 1818. And under the eighth Rection of Raid A^'i li M 
made lawful for the President, or such parmu m tm rIiaII t*m 
power, to employ the land and naval forcen of ib«i VuiM H\nU% 
and the militia thereof, 'for the pnrpo^i^ tff prafNiDiiti fliM 
carrying on of any such expedition or ent^ri^rJ^w trntn »li« U*tr\ 
tories or jurisdiction of the Unit^l Ht*i^^/ I am iUt^thfttfH 
directed by the President to call ymr at'^if »'»ri Uf f !»*♦ «filrj#»i4, 
and to urge joa to nae all doe diligenk^^ mkJ Up iivi«M ftmfM^St 
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of all legitimate means at your command, to enforce these and 
all other provisions of the said Act of 20th April, 1818, against 
those who may be found to be engaged in setting on foot or 
preparing military expeditions against the territories of Mexico, 
Costa Rica, and Nicaragua, so manifestly prejudicial to the 
national character, and so injurious to the national interest 
And you are also hereby instructed promptly to communicate 
to this Department the earliest information you may receive 
relative to such expeditions." — {No. 2, Ex. Doc. No. 24, 35^ 
Cong. 1st Sess.) 

' The instant reply of Walker to Mr. Cass is worthy of inser- 
tion, and is dated September 29, 1857. 

" It is correctly reported that the ministers of Costa Rica 
and Guatemala have asked for the active interposition of the 
United States for the purpose of preventing me and my com- 
panions from returning to Nicaragua. This request, it is fur- 
ther said, is based on the assumption that I have violated, or 
intend to violate, the neutrality laws of the United States. 

" The want of all official intercourse between the Qovemment 
of the United States and that of Nicaragua will, I hope, be a 
sufficient excuse for my addressing you on the faith of a public 
report. But the rumor comes in such a form that I am satis- 
fied the ministers of Costa Rica and Guatemala have attempted 
to dishonor the Republic of Nicaragua in the eyes of the United 
States ; and I am further convinced of this fact by a decree of 
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President Mora, dated at San Jos^, on the 7th of Aogast last, 
and ordered to bo commnnicated to the diplomatic corps 
generally. 

** The ministers of Costa Rica and Qnatemala attempt to 
hnmiliate Nicaragua by presenting themselves to the United 
States as her protectors and guardians. In behalf of the Re- 
public in which I claim to be rightful and lawful chief execu- 
tive, I protest most earnestly against this assumption on the 
part of Costa Rica and Quatemala, and ask that the Qovem- 
ment of the United States will not permit itself to be influenced 

■ 

by such pretensions on the part of these two Central American 
powers. On the contrary, it is to be hoped that the United 
States will, by its conduct, assert and vindicate the inde- 
pendence of its sister Republic, the sovereign State of Nicar- 
agua. 

** It is my duty further to say, that the people of Nicaragua 
have not consented to the military authority at present exer- 
cised over them by the agents of Costa Rica and Guatemala, 
and that they, therefore, cannot be held responsible for any in- 
terference of these latter States in the administration of the 
municipal laws of your Government. Conceiving that the 
ministers of Costa Rica and Guatemala cannot justify any sug- 
gestions they make to the United States concerning the execu- 
tion of its own Acts of Congress, I desire to relieve Nicaragua 
from any responsibility for such intermeddling suggestions. 
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'' So far as any violation on mj part of the Acts of Congreas 
is concerned, I deny the charge with seom and indignation. 
Having been received in the United States when forced for a 
time to leave Nicaragua, I have in all respects been obedient to 
its laws. And permit me to assure yon that I shall not so far 
forget my duty as an officer of Nicaragua as to violate the laws 
of the United States while enjoying the rights of hospitality 
within its limits." 

The letter of Sefior Yrisarri, asking for the intervention of 
the United States, dates October 8, 1857, a portion of which 
we here insert. 

** Nicaragua, unhappily, has been the scene of frequent and 
sudden revolutions. Her internal dissensions and strifes have 
produced her national weakness and invited the attacks of the 
corrupt and the wicked. From such an attack upon her 
sovereignty and national rights she has just been freed. But 
scarcely had the last one of these miserable fillibusters been 
expelled from her territory, when we find the same contemptible 
leader — who only has ability enough to perpetrate crime — 
ready again to invade our shores and repeat the same outrages 
so lately enacted by him. Can the United States Government 
prevent this new invasion ? It can. But not by means of the 
neutrality laws, for these are too weak, as experience has re- 
peatedly proved, to restrain any body, much less to restrain 
the defiant and mad enterprises of fillibusterism, that scandml 
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of the age. Bat this OoTernment has the power sufficient to 
prevent the projected inyasion by the performance of an act 
of simple justice and comity toward a weak bat friendly and 
confiding people." 

The notice of General Walker's letter to Secretary Cass by 
Sefior Yrisarri, dated November 10, 1857, embraces the position 
of Nicaragua relative to Walker's claim to its Executive, and 
as we have given one party full latitude, equity demands that 
the other should be heard. Seiior Yrisarri says — 

'' The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republics 
of Guatemala and of Salvador, has the honor of imparting to 
the Hon. Secretary of State of the United States that he has 
seen, in the public papers printed in these States, a letter 
addressed to His Excellency, and said to be written by the 
Sonora and Nicaraguan adventurer, William Walker, who has 
unduly arrogated the name of President of Nicaragua, by 
which he has never been recognized in the States of Central 
America, in any of the Spanish American Republics, in this 
Government of the United States, or in any other Government 
of the world, and who never could have been President of that 
Republic, because the Nicaraguan Constitution excludes any 
one not a native of Central America from the exercise of the 
executive power of that State. 

*' Under the assumption that the letter alluded to has actually 
been addressed by said Walker to the Honorable Secretary of 
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State of the IJuited States, it is the daty of the undersigned to 
contradict the assertions by which the writer has endeavored 
to mislead this Goyemment and to continae deceiving the 
people of the United States. 

'' Truly astonishing is the impudence with which this adven- 
turer, expelled from Nicaragua by her forces and those of all 
the Central Americans, attempts to constitute himself the 
Champion of Nicaragua. The man, whose course in that 
country was an exclusive one of assassination of the defenders 
of that country — the burner of whole villages, the spoiler of 
national property, the trampler on all rights, the plunderer of 
churches, the leader of the foreign stipendiaries which he 
gathered under his own banner — alone could have alleged his 
right of citizenship in Nicaragua, and thereby held as dunces 
all men else on earth. 

" This same man, without bitter insult on the common sense 
of mankind, could not have contrived a more absurd pretext 
under which to carry into effect the expedftion which he has 
levied to recover a treacherously-usurped authority, than this 
claim that his expedition is not one hostile to the country, 
but a peaceful colonizing enterprise ! He himself has, time 
and again, and with characteristic impudence, published that 
his projected expedition looks to a recuperation of power in 
that country ; whilst in the very letter attributed to him, and 
addressed to the Honorable Secretary of the United States, he 
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claims for himself the title of ' Lawftil ExecatiYe Power of 
Nicaragua.' 

** This is ample to prove that the expedition, composed of 
spurious colonists, is, in reality, one of soldiers, moving with 
the design of supporting this dream-begotten legitimate execu- 
tiye power of the country. But whatever may be the charac- 
ter of this colonizer, and of those colonists under a new patent, 
they cannot set foot on the territory which they are about to 
invade, nor be there received, save as real pirates ; because, 
in Nicaragua and in Costa Rica, as well as in the other Re- 
publics of Spanish America, Walker is held in no other light 
than that of a traitor to the party which he went to serve 
in Nicaragua, of an usurper of the sovereignty of that country, 
of a blood-shedder, whose object was to destroy the defenders 
of their country ; whilst his satellites were nothing else than 
accomplices of his crimes. In proof of this, I transmit to the 
Secretary of State the decree of the 31st of August last, 
officially communicated to me by the Minister of Foreign Rela- 
tions of Nicaragua, by which it will be clearly seen that the 
expedition which Walker intends to lead into that country, 
under the appellation of colonists, will be received as an ex- 
pedition of pirates ; in view of which, communication through 
the Isthmus has been ordered to be foreclosed. 

"Neither in Nicaragua, nor in any Republic of Central 
America^ is any colony desired, formed by Walker, or by any 
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Other adventurer, who, like him, has dreamed of mastery over 
its lands, to divide them among his foreign followera. Ex- 
perience amply teaches there, as well as here, that the thon- 
sands of individuals shipped as colonists for Nicaragua, from 
New York and New Orleans during the course of the list 
two years, went there with the exclusive aim of waging war 
against the natives of the land, under the command of an in- 
trusive usurper. And if, with miserable cunning, they can bafiBe 
the laws of the United States, which forbid the citizens of those 
States to disturb the peace of friendly nations, they will c^- 
tainly not deceive now, as they never have been able to de- 
ceive, the Central Americans ; and they must not complain 
of the fate that may befall them, however hard it may appear 
to them. Natural law imposes on the Central Americans the 
duty of making an example of the incorrigible violaters of the 
laws of all the nations. 

" Walker never was, nor can he ever be, President of Nica- 
ragua, or a citizen of that Republic from the time that he was 
declared to be a traitor to it ; nor can any men that may be 
led by him, or any one else in his name, fail to be received 
and treated in any other manner than that due to bandits and 
pirates, by whatever name they may be known, or from what- 
ever quarter they may come. This is a fact which grows out 
of authentic documents from the true executive power, 
national, and not foreign, of Nicaragua ; and to this should 
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tbe dtizeoB of the United States rivet their attention, bo that 
they may not venture to follow the private banner of the ad- 
Teotarer of 8onora and of Nicaragaa. 

" It is of world-wide notoriety that Walker was not elected 
President of Kicsragna, save by a foreign soldiery, which 
backed him in the usurpation of the supreme power which 
could not be vested ; and vonderfbl, I repeat i^ ia the impu- 
dence of the man who pretends to vindicate, as a right, that 
which hears no other character than that of the worst imagin- 
able outrage. 

" The nndersigned, as Minister Plenipotentiary of Guatemala 
and of Salvador, and in his appointed capacity by the Gov- 
ernment of Nicaragua to represent her in the United States, 
cannot bat protest against the contemplated expedition of 
colonization and peace to N'icaragna under the leadership of 
"Walker ; declaring that, as it cannot be received in that Re* 
public save as a hostile expedition, it shall be treated by the 
three States, Guatemala, Salvador, and Nicaragua, as one of 
real pirates. This the nndersigned has deemed it his doty to 
bring to the knowledge of the Govemment of the United 
States." 



CHAPTER XXII. 

A PR0VI8K FITLFILLID— OEiriRAL HBNKnrQSEir'S LKTTKR TO SKCSSTART CAM 
. — BIS COmCISSION FROM PRXSIDERT WALKKR — WHAT BR SATS ABOUT WALK- 
ER'S ELECTIOR — HIS PERMAHBNCT AS A RULER — HIS SOLICITUDB POR THE 
BOLDIERT — AH APPEAL TO THE PRESIDEHT OP THE UmTED STATES — THIirKS 
CAPTAIH DAVIS DID KOT DO THE RIOHT THIHG — WHAT PRESIDENT MORA DID — 
WHAT GEHBRAL WALKER DID — HOW LOHO THE DTVADERS WERE KEPT FROV 
INTESTIIfO RITAS — BOW THET ATTEMPTED AT VARIOUS TIXE8 TO STORM THE 
PLACE — HOW ANXIOUS THET ETENTUALLT BECAME TO KEEP OUT — POSITION 
07 BESIEGERS AND BESIEGED ON THE FIRST OF MAT — WHAT WALKER BXPECT- 
ED TO DO, AND HOW HE WAS GOING TO DO IT — WHAT CAPTAIN DATIS DID, 
AND THE WAT HE DID IT^-HOW IT AFFECTED WALKER's PLANS — THB 
BCBOONER GRANADA SEIZED AND BANDED OYER TO THE COSTA R1CAB8 — THB 
GUATEMALA NAYT PUTS TO SEA AND MURDERS CAPTAIN LILI.T. 

We promised, in Chapter Twentieth, to give the docaments 
relative to the evacnation of Nicaragua. We now discharge 
that promise, by inserting extracts embracing the points at 
issue, from a letter of General Henningsen's to Mr. Cass, dated, 
Washington, November 12, 1857. 
(222) 
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" On the first of May last, in Nicaragno, I was chained by 
President Walker with negotiating, drafting, and Babseqaently 
carrying into czecotion the Convention of Rivas. That 
negotiation was entered into, and the capitnlatiOD was made 
solely with a United States officer. Captain Davis, of the Uni- 
ted States ship-of-war St. Mary, nnder the guaranty of the 
Uoited States flag that certain terms wonld be observed by 
the besiegers. 

" Geoeral Walker was regarded as the legitimate President 
of Nicaragua, and witboat any poaaibility of inflnenciDg the 
ballot, was elected by a larger majority than any President ever 
received before, or probably will ever receive again in Nicar- 
ngna, because the only classes who labor or produce bad 
witnessed under his anapices the abolition of forced military 
service, and saw in his election, for the first time in their gen- 
eratiun, the prospect of not being coerced by ambitious faction- 
ista to fight through interminable.Tevolutions for a cause in 
which they took no interest. When the pressure of internal 
treachery, foreign invasion, and extraneous influence, prevented 
bim from protecting them from conscription, they came to 
regard this as an illusion, and resigned themselves, as they ^d 
done from time immemorial, to be dragged firom their peaceful 
avocations, and driven to slanghter by leaders whom it was 
never my fortune to see or hear of in the front of battle. It is 
diSicnlt for any one acquainted with facts, not to have regarded 
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General Walker as the legitimate President of Nicaragua, sinee 
no valid election can take place as long as the Costa Ricao 
foreign force occupies any part of the territory of that Repnb* 
lie. It is worth observing that^ besides being still de jure 
President, General Walker was de facto President of Nicaragua 
far beyond the average term. In the fifteen changes of Gov- 
ernment that have taken place in this respect within six yeara^ 
there is only Chamorro, whose term of power exceeded bj one 

month, and President Pineda, by foar months, Gteneral Walker's 
actual exercise of that office. 

"Now, sir," he continues, " so great was the solicitade <tf 
President Walker with regard to our Nicaragoan fellow soldierB 
in Ki^as, and so strong was generally the feeling of their 
Amerfcan companions in arms, that I am only expressing the 
common sentiment when I emphatically declare, that if ever 
circumstances could have driven us to capitulate with the 
Central American invaders or insurgents, I would have run all 
risks of dying, sword in hand, sooner than have surrendered 
these good and true men on any guaranty less strong than the 
obligation of our opponents toward a powerful nation. 

** They naturally looked to the Americans in Rivas efficiently 
to guaranty their safety. President Walker, who entrusted 
me with the details of that negotiation, and my companions in 
arms who know that I was therewith entrusted, look to me, and 
I, sir, have the flog of the American Union to laok to. My 
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daty toward the sufferers, and mj honor as a soldier oblige me, 
therefore, respectfully to appeal for redress of this great wrong 
to the Chief Magistrate of this Republic, whom I believe it is 
proper that I should address through you.'' 

Again : ** An attempt has been made to create the impression 
that the Nicaraguan army at Rivas was in an utterly desperate 
position, from which it was relieved by the intervention of 
Captain Davis, whose interference is pretended to have been 
only officious, dictated solely by motives of humanity and un- 
dertaken on his own responsibility. 

" Now, sir, though I do not wish to impugn the motives of 
Captain Davis, and though we have never done the Cabinet at 
Washington the injustice to believe that he acted either upon 
its instructions or in conformity with its intentions, I must re- 
mark firstly, that Captain Davis, as commanding the only 
United States forces there, represented for us the United 
States ; secondly, that in as far as our position was desperate, 
it was rendered so by his own act; and thirdly, that after the 
commission of that act, our situation was not desperate enough 
for us to have trusted our wounded, or our native companions 
in arms to the mercy of our opponents without a better guar- 
anty than the word they had so often violated. 

''We could not have done so, remembering that in the 
Spring of 1856, President Mora had preached a crusade of 
which the avowed object was the extermination of all If ortb 

15 
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Americans who took any part in the afiEiairs of a (to him) 
foreign country ; that in March of that year he shot all the 
stragglers and wounded who fell into his hands after the dis- 
aster of Santa Rosa ; that in the following April he put to 
death peaceable American citizens in Virgin Bay ; and that^ 
being attacked in Rivas, Nicaragua, which he was inyading, 
by President Walker, he (President Mora) fled back to Costa 
Rica with his brother, General Mora, leaving General Cafias 
to bring back his shattered forces ; that Gteneral CaSas was 
obliged to abandon his sick and wounded Costa Ricaos to 
General Walker^s mercy, who had them tended with the same 
care as his own. We could not have done so, remembering 
that after this, in the following October, peaceful citizens were 
massacred at Granada, amongst others a minister of the Gos- 
pel, the Rey. Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. Lawless, a merchant long 
resident in the country, the neutrality of both of whom was 
beyond cavil or dispute. 

" As to the condition of the Nicaraguan army under Presi- 
dent Walker, in Rivas, the attempt to besiege that city began 
on the 2 iTth of January, 1857, he being at that time cut off 
from all communication with the Atlantic States by the un- 
lawful seizure of the transit steamers. By repeated and 
vigorous attacks — once at Obraje, four times at San Jorge, on 
the 29th of January, 3d and 11th of February, and the 16th 
of March, by sweeping the transit road, and by yarions 
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miBheB, the ioTaders and insurgents were for seven weeks pre- 
Tented from fnTesting Biraa. 

" For the remaining six weeks, np to the 1st of May, Rivu 
was more or less closelj ioreated b; means of four Btrongly 
entrenched camps with connecting lines. Daring the whole of 
this siege, and indeed for nearly five months preceding the let 
of Hay, 1857, we had received only one hundred and thirty- 
five men reinforcement. 7he besiegers, who reached Obraj^ 
according to their own report, with two thousand one hundred 
and sixty men, had been during this time reinforced by fire 
thousand men, making the total force brought gainst na orer 
■cren thonaand men. After the inrestment two attempts were 
made to carry the place by surprise and storm, viz. : on the 
the 23d of March and 11th of April On the 23d the be- 
siegers took possession of all the houses ontside of our works, 
but by two o'clock P. M. were driven ont of them back to 
their lines with great loss, leaving in onr bands one cannon 
and thirty prisoners, inclnding a Colonel of ArtUlery. 

" On the lUh of April, 1857, led in by a deserter, they suc- 
ceeded in capturing one side of the lower plaza, and attempted 
to storm on other sides. In two hoars they were again driven 
back with great slaughter, leaving in our hands nearly one 
bnndred prisoners, all those who got within oar works being 
killed or compelled to surrender. Their loss on that occasion 
has been since ascertained to have exceeded eight bnndred. 



228 NIGARAOUA. 

'' From that time to the 1st of May they made no fiirtiier 
attack and received no reinforcement of any conseqaence. They 
had none whatever to expect, except one corps of Salvadorians, 
whose advent and fidelity was doubtful and onimportant, and 
whose leader shortly after attempted a revolution. Up to the 
11th of April the besiegers had been under the impression that 
they could capture Bivas if they could enter it. They were 
then eager to get in. The result of the 11th destroyed this 
illusion, and they were equally anxious to keep out 

" On the morning of the 1st of May the position of the be- 
siegers and of the besieged was as follows : Of the seven thou« 
sand men brought by the allied foreign invaders and insurgents 
against Bivas (two-thirds of which force had consisted of 
foreign invaders) there remained six hundred allies, and from 
one thousand to one thousand two hundred Nicaraguan in« 
surgents. Their entrenched camps had been much strengthened^ 
but they could no longer with this reduced force, man effectively 
the connecting lines, which were over two miles in extent,* and 
the besieged sent scouts and messengers through them, who 
almost always returned in safety. The besiegers were, besides, 
short of powder, and threatened with cholera and the rainy 
season, both of which had set in a fortnight earlier the year 
preceding. 

The besieged, on the other hand, were straitened for pro* 
visions and encumbered with wounded. For a month they 
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had boon living' on horse vjid liiulr i:ii'i!i, Mi-'nr im-l i-liuC'»!;'tv'. 
Tliej bad been niucb weakened by desertion, but desertion 
had nearly done its worst. Their force consisted of two hun- 
dred and sixty Americans and forty natives capable of bear- 
ing arms. They had still left on the 1st of May two or three 
days' proyisions, viz. : two oxen, two mules, three horses, and 

m 

one thousand pounds of sugar. They were well supplied with 
ammunition, half their store being in Rivas. In the harbor 
of San Juan del Sur they had the war schooner Oranada, 
which contained the other half of their ammunition, besides 
aeyeral hundred stand of small arms. 

" President Walker had remained thus long in Rivas, ap- 
prehending that Colonel Lockridge might march round by 
Ohontales, and because* there was every reason to believe that 
■hortlj after the action of the 11th April, the enemy would 
be obliged to raise the siege. It was his intention, after 
ordering the schooner Granada to sail for Realejo or some 
point' northward, to evacuate Rivas when he came to his last 
day's provision. He had no doubt, by a night attack, of 
behig able to force his way through their now weakened lines ; 
no thought of the besiegers attempting to pursue him till 
after daybreak, nor fear of being easily able to route their 
tangnard with his rear if they did. There was then nothing 
ipede his march to Realejo, or other points where the 
with the ammunition and spare arms would 
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bave met him. In the adjoining districts, where, but for tin 
necessity of protecting the transit, he long since wonld haie 
carried on the war, his native friends were anxionslj awaiting 
either till the besiegers exhausted their strength on Rivaa^ 
or till we appeared amongst them. It is tme that the be- 
sieged wonld have had to destroy the ammunition and hearar 
pieces at Rivas, and wonld have been compelled to leave 
their wounded behind them, but they would have carried with 
them the substantial guaranty of one hundred prisoners as 
hostages. 

" If it be doubted whether the besieged were strong enough 
to break through the lines of the besiegers, I have only to 
refer to many examples in the war, where, with a smaller 
force, greater obstacles were overcome. I will cite only 
three : On the 11th of November, 1856, with two hundred 
and sixty-five men, and one gun, President Walker carried 
the entrenched camp and all the barricades on the transit 
route, held by General CaSas, with eight hundred Costa 
Bicans, and at least four tildes stronger than the lines of in- 
vestment at Rivas. On the 1 Tth of the same month, with 
two hundred and sixty men, and three guns, he forced his 
way into Masaya, defended by two thousand men, captured 
half the city, held it for three days, and was hourly gaining 
groand, though ninety of his small force were killed and 
wounded. On the night of the 11th of November, one ban- 
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dred and sixty men, landed bj him ttiree miles firom Granadt^ 
carried Boccessirelf four lines of barricades, and reported to 
me at daybrealc on the 12th, at the Gnadaloupe chnrch. 

" To the Bchooner Granada, in the harbor of San Jnan, there 
was no difficult; in commanicatiag orders. Its immense im- 
portance at this jnncture to the besieged la apparent, both 
as a magazine and as a means of conreTing material of war, 
which the; had no other means of transporting. 

" Now, sir, just at this critical jonctnre, and before the qaes- 
tion of capitnlalJOD had been discussed, Captain Davis for- 
mally declared to me, on the night of the 30tb of April, that 
he had embargoed the schooner bj leaving orders with the 
United States force, which he commanded, to prevent her 
from leaving the harbor of San Joan, and he expressed his 
nnalterable determinatioa to take possession of her before ho 
left the harbor. It was this act of intervention on the part 
of a United States officer which alone cansed President 
Walker to entertain the proposed terms of capitulation. For 
the act, that is to saj, the order to prevent the Nlcaragnan 
■chooner-of-war from leaving the harbor bad alread; been 
given before he declared his intention of seizing her. 

"The schooner Granada, (whose commander, Fayssoux, 
had fonght her through as gallant an action as any living 
officer in any navy in the world has fonght,) had been lying 
for numy weeks next to the St Mary, their ofBcers intercbtng- 
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ing coartesies. There coald be no reason or pfetext for pre> 
Tenting her leaving the port or taking possession of her on the 
1st of May, which had not existed for many weeks preTionslj. 
There conld be no motive for so doing, except that the be- 
sieged in Rivas had never before been reduced to depend on 
her possession, a motive so base that if Captain Davis di* 
deavored thereby to justify the change in his conduct from 
professed friendship to active hostility, which I cannot be- 
lieve, I am snre that neither the American people nor its 
Executive would hold this a justification. 

** The only explanation of Oaptain Davis' conduct is in the 
supposition that he had already pledged himself to give op 
the Granada to the besiegers, and, in fact, we afterward 
learned that when he first announced his action and fiitare 
determination with regard to the schooner Granada, and pro^ 
posed the outline of a capitulation to the besieged, he had 
for many days been negotiating it with the enemy, a fact of 
which the besieged were utterly ignorant, and which explained 
the unaccountable perseverance of the besiegers in continuing 
their siege, or their ability to keep their forces together 
through the end of April, they naturally concluding that 
these propositions were made with our knowledge and con- 
currence. By embargoing the Granada he constrained Presi- 
dent Walker into the acceptance of terms which otherwise 
he would never have thought o£ But even after Oaptain 
Davis had thereby rendered our position so precarioos, Pred- 



WHAT THE TROOPS SUFFERED. 288 

dent Walker would sooner have ran the last hazard of war 
than have trusted his men, his wounded, or his native fellow- 
citizens to the faith of the invading or insurgent leaders with- 
out some such solid guaranty as either hostages or the flag 
of some powerful and civilized nation. Under circumstances 
more desperate than Captain' Davis had rendered oars in 
Bivas, we persistently refused to do so. 

'' On the retreat from Oranada, there were in Oranada, or 
between Granada and the Lake, four hundred and nineteen sonls. 
Of these seventy-three were wounded men, seventy women and 
children. Of the two hundred and seventy-six men capable of 
bearing arms, forty-seven were cut off within ten minutes of the 
first attack. Of the remaining two hundred and twenty-nine, 
seventy-five were subsequently killed or wounded, besides those 
who died of cholera and typhus, (amounting to one hundred 
and twenty of all sexes and ages). They were exposed for 
seventeen days to rain and sunshine, without shelter, night or 
day, living on horse and mule meat, short of ammunition, 
incessantly fighting, and surrounded by a force larger than 

remained to beleaguer us in Rivas on the first of May ^yet 

snrrender or capitulation was never contemplated. At 
Rivas, the responsibility of the United States flag was held to 
be sufficient security for the safety of those whom we were 
bound to protect at every sacrifice. 

" Captain Davis put into execution his threat of seizing the 
schooner Granada, after we had carried oat, on our ^«x\»^ ^<^ 
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terms of the capitulation, in which that vessel was not mentioned. 
He caused her to be seized by his first lieutenant, who sprang 
upon her the broadside of the St. Marj, and started a hundred 
men in boats to board her. Captain Fayssoux, with his crew, 
(then of seyenteen men,) prepared for action, and only suf* 
rendered her on the written order of President Walker, who 
ordered him to yield to this demonstration of oyerwhelming 
force. 

" After taking possession of her, Captain Davis handed over 
this Nicaraguan schooner, not to the Nicaraguan insurgents, 
but to the Costa Kicans, who had no claim to her, and who 
could never have taken her, for the simple reason that they had 
already lost in the attempt their only man-of-war, the brig Onse 
de Abril, which, of the burden of two hundred and twenty-fire 
tons, with four nine-pounders, and a crew of one hundred and 
eighteen men, was destroyed after a desperate action by the 
little schooner Oranada, of seventy-five tons, with two sixes, 
and twenty-eight men crew. Her gallant captain had the mor- 
tification of seing her given up by Captain Davis to a Costa 
Bican Captain, a Jamaica negro, who had formerly been ser- 
vant to an American officer. After this step, the two vessels 
which constituted the Guatemala navy, and to which the Gran- 
ada had vainly offered battle, put to sea^ and thereby obtained 
the opportunity of recently murdering, for the sake of his cargo, 
Christopher Lilly, an American neutral, trading on the ooast" 
{Ex. Doc. No. 24, Zbih Cong., la 8es8., p. 22.) 
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CHAPTER XXIIl. 

mCARAOUA THRKATSN8 TO gUSPBlTD THS TRANSIT — HER PRSAVBLS AND DB« 
CRKK8 — LIKUT. ALMT APPLIES FOR IlfSTRUCTIONS — SUPPOSES A CASE Ilf 
fTHICH PILLIBUSTERS PIOURB LAROKLT — DELICATE POINTS GROWING OUT OF 
IT — DOES NOT WISH TO COMPROMISE OUR OOYERNMBNT — 8KCRBTART TOUCET 
POSTS HIM UP — SATS HE MUST PRBYEKT FILLIBUBTERS FROM LANDING — 
COMMODORE PAULDING HEARD FROM — SAYS HARD THINGS ABOUT WALKER 
AKD BIB MEN — CONSIDERS HIS REASONS QUITE SUFFICIENT FOR SENDINa 
THE FILUBUSTERS HOME — REFUSES ANT CO-OPERATION FROM OTHER POWERS 
— WALKER GIYES HIS PAROLE OF HONOR — GOES HOME AT BIS OWN EXPENSE— 
OIYES HIMSELF UP TO MAR8BAL BYNDERS — 8EN0R YRISARRI WRITES TO MR. 
0A8S — SATS NICARAGUA CONFIRMS THE CONTRACT WITH TBB TRANSIT COM- 
PANY — THANKS THE 'UNITED STATES FOR TAKING WALKER AWAY— THINKS 
8BB DID TBE BAND80MB TBINO — WANTS BIS LETTEB PUBLI8BED. 

The decree of Nicaragua to suspend the Transit, in the 
event of the appearance of freebooters in Central America is 
dated Managua, August 31, 1857, and is as follows ; 

'' Administrative Department of the Supreme iioyemmt^ni 
of the Republic of Nicaragua— Ood I Union I Libert; I— Tb« 
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Sapreme ExecatiYe Power has been pleased to issae the fol- 
lowing decree : 

Whereas, the Atlantic and Pacific Maritime Canal Com- 
pany are about to commence the re-establishing of the 
line of Transit from one sea to the other, from San Juan 
del Norte, to San Jnan del Sur, and vice versa, as it is stipa* 
lated in the agreement of the 22d of September, 1849, the sap- 
plementary one of the 11th of April, 1850, and in the last of 
the 19th of Jnne of the present year, which resolves the con- 
ditions of Article 30 of the original contract ; and — 

" Whereas, said establishment is of the highest interest to 
the United States of North America, and for the nations of 
the world in general, which advantages the Government of 
Nicaragua protects, so long as the freebooters shall not make 
attempts against the Independence of this Republic, and that 
of the other States of Central America : Decrees, 

" Article 1. The Republic of Nicaragua protests against all 
and whatever attempts which freebooters and pirates, of any 
denomination or from any quarter, may make against her in- 
dependence, or against that of any other of the States. 

" Article 2. From the moment that such freebooters may 
make their appearance, and that it shall be known that they 
are preparing a new invasion, or that in effect they intend such 
against the Republic or against the other States of Central 
America, the Transit shall be suspended, as all the eflfects of 
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the a^eement entered into with the Maritime Canal Company 
on the 19th of Jane. 

"Article 3. Shonld sach an attempt or invasion take place 
after the re-establishment of the Transit by said Company, and 
the latter have complied strictly with the conditions of the 
contract relative to assistance to Nicaragua in defending her 
independence, her sovereignty over the Isthmas, and the neu- 
trality of the same ; or shonld said Company, before the resto- 
ration of the Transit, lend efficient aid and co-operation in 
said defense, it will, in the former case, continue in operation, 
and in the latter, the Transit shall not be closed, nor will any 
change be allowed in the exercise of the rights stipulated for 
the Company in said contract. 

" Article 4. Let this be communicated to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary in Washington, to the President of the Com- 
pany, and to the Ministers on the Diplomatic list.'' 

The following letter from Lieut. Almy, dated Oct. 7, 1847 
to the Secretary of the Navy, asking for instructions relative 
to the course to be adopted by him in the event of seizing a 
"suspicious vessel," bears upon the question of the Right of 
Search, and is highly interesting, as is also the Secretary's re- 
ply thereto, dated Oct. 12, 1857. 

" In regard to the instructions received by me from the 
Navy Department, dated the 3d instant, I am there referred 
for my guidance to the law enacted by Congress, approved 



238 NIOABAQUA. 

April 20, 1818,entit]ed 'An Act for the pnniBhment of c^taiii 
crimes against the United States/ and am also referred to a 
Circnlar issaed by the State Department, dated September 18, 
1857, addressed to varioas civil officers of the United States. 

" These directions to preserve the nentralitj of the conntrj 
are very plain for the. government of officers where tbej are re- 
quired to act in the ports of, or in the jurisdiction of, the 
United States ; but I must confess that I might find myself 
embarrassed when required to act in a foreign and nentnl 
port. Therefore, I must be pardoned for soliciting from Uie 
Honorable Secretary of the Navy answers to certain questioDS, 
and more specific instructions in the premises. 

" Suppose, for instance, that, while lying in a port of Central 
America, an American steamer should enter having on board a 
large number of men whom I suspect of being ' fiUibusters' — 
people intending to land for the purpose of obtaining pos- 
session of the country, and of forming a (Government there. 
Must I seize this vessel and bring her into a port of the United 
States, or merely use the force placed at my command to pre- 
vent their landing 7 

" It is generally conceded that American citizens have a 
right to travel and go where they please. Suppose that this 
suspicious body of men inform me that they are going to 
travel — that their intention is to cross the Isthmus, or intend 
to settle peaceably in the country for the purpose of developing 
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its agricQltnral resonices ; indeed, that they hare been invited 
to come and settle there 7 

"These and other delicate points and kindred qaestions 
which maj suggest themselves to the Honorable Secretary of 
the Navy, I deem it necessary to be enlightened upon in order 
that I may not compromise the Govempient, and «t the same 
time be enabled to assert and exercise the power entmsted to 
my hands with due spirit, dignity, and justice.'' 

The Secretary writes as follows : 

" In reply to yoar letter of the 7th instant^ it is tme that 
American citizens have a right to travel and to go where they 
please, when engaged in lawful pursuit, but not to violate the 
laws of their own or of any other country. They have a right 
to expatriate and to become citizens of any country which is 
willing to receive them, but not to make that right a mere 
cloak and cover for a warlike expedition against it or its 
Oovemment Your instructions do not authorize you to act 
arbitrarily, or upon mere suspicion. You will not seize an 
American vessel, or bring her into port» or use the force under 
your command to prevent her landing her passengers upon 
mere suspicion. You will be careful not to interfere with law« 
fol commerce. But where you find that an American vessel Is 
manifestly engaged in carrying on an expedition or enterprise 
from the territories or jurisdiction of the United States against 
the territories of Mexico, Nicaragua^ or Costa Rica, contrary 
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to the 6th section of the Act of Congress of April 20, 1818, 
already referred to, you will use the force under your command 
to prevent it, and will not permit the men or arms engaged in 
it, or designed for it, to be landed in any part of Mexico or 
Central America." 

The following letter from Commodore Paulding, dated 
December 15, 1857, Flag-Ship Wabash, off Aspinwall, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, is apropos — 

'' My letter of the 12th instant informed the Department 
that I had broken up the camp of General Walker, at Punta 
Arenas, disarmed his lawless followers, and sent them to Nor- 
folk in the Saratoga. The General came here with me, and 
will take passage in one of the steamers for New York, where 
he will present himself to the Marshal of the District. 

" The Department being in possession of all the iiEu;ts in re- 
lation to Walker's escape with his followers from the United 
States, as well as the letters of Captain Chatard and Walker 
to me after he landed at Point Arenas, the merits of the whole 
question will, I presume, be fully comprehended. 

" I could not regard Walker and his followers in any other 
light than as outlaws who had escaped from the Tigilance of 
the officers of the Government, and left our shores for the pu^ 
pose of rapine and murder, and I saw no other way to vindi- 
cate the law and redeem the honor of our country than by 
disarming and sending them home. In doing so, I am sensible 
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of the respoMibOity Ikat I haxe mcuved, and eoafideaUj look 
to the GoferomeBt for bj jusuficauou. Regarded iu iu true 
light, the case appears to me a clear one ; the poiuU few and 
strong. Walker came to Point Arenas from the United 
States, having, in violation of law, set on foot a military 
organization to make war on a people with whom we are at 
peace. He landed there with armed men and muuitions of 
war, in defiance of the guns of a ship-of-war placed there to 
prevent his lauding. With nothing to show that ho acted by 
authority, he formed a camp, hoisted the Nicaraguan flag, 
called it the ' head-quarters of the Army of Nicaragua/ and 
signed himself the Commander-in-chief. 

" With this pretension he claimed the right of a lawful 
general over all persons and things within sight of bis flag. 
Without right or authority he landed fifty men at Um t/HmiJh 
of the fiver Colorado, seized the fort of Castillo, on lh« t^itn 
Juan, captured steamers and the goods cft nerehaats 'm Uwfiini 
to the interior, killed men, and made prisoners of Hie p^A^firl 
inhabitants, sending to the harbor of Hm Jnttn 6^\ J^mtft 
some thirty or forty men, wooeii, and Mldtm m f^ .«f>a^ywHf 
Morgan. 

"In doing these things wUkOfat Um sh^w of *i»tH/pr»f7, ^h^ 

were guilty of rapine and ouirder, «fi4 mn»^. \rm ^A^of/iA/i ^^ 

outlaws and pinUes. They <«n Imv^ rt*v ^tuvn ja y^ ^^^^¥/\/./f 

in any other light IlsoMiiity,. «i wM\ im \^w fKn^^ ^<»«^a^ t^ft^ 

16 
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national honor, demanded the dispersion of these lawless m&L 
The remnant of these miserable beings who surrendered at 
Rivas were conveyed in this ship last summer to New York, 
and their sufferings are yet fresh in the memory of all on 
board. 

"Besides the sufferings that would necessarily be inflicted 
upon an innocent and unoffending people, these lawless fol* 
lowers of General Walker, misguided and deceived into a 
career of crime, would doubtless have perished in Central 
America, or their mutilated and festering bodies have been 
brought back to their friends at the expense of their country. 

" For the above reasons, which appear to my mind quite 
sufficient, I have disarmed and sent to the United States 
General William Walker and his outlawed and piratical fol- 
lowers for trial, or for whatever action the Government in its 
wisdom may think proper to pursue. 

" Captain Ommanny, of H. B. M. ship Brunswick, offered 
to co-operate with me in removing the party from Poiut 
Arenas, but as they were my countrymen, I deemed it proper 
to decline the participation of a foreign flag." 

General Walker accordingly took passage in a mail steamer 
from Aspinwall for New York, preferring this to a Govern- 
ment vessel, as will be seen by the following. It is dated 
United States Steam Frigate Wabash, off San Juan del Norte^ 
December 11, 1857, and signed "William Walker." 
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** The option being given me to go to the United States 
in the Saratoga, or take passage at my own expense from 
Aspinwall to New York, I have preferred to retnm by way 
of Aspinwall, and will deliver this commnnication, in person, 
to the Marshal for the Southern District of New York." 

The communication referred to was addressed by Commo« 
dore Paulding to Isaiah Bynders, Marshal for the Southern 
District of New York. It is of the same date as the above, 
was duly delivered, and is as follows : 

'' This will be handed to yon by General William Walker, 
who has given me his parole of honor that he will present it 
to you in person. With the naval force of this squadron I 
arrested General Walker on Punta Arenas, on the 8th instant, 
for a violation of the neutrality laws of the United States, he 
having set on foot in the United States an unlawful military 
organization to make war upon a people with whom we are 
at peace, and was, at the time of his arrest, at the head of said 
organization, in the act of making war, as above stated. 

"As Marshal for the Southern District of New York, I 
consign him to your custody." 

The following, from Senor Yrisarri to Mr. Cass, contains 
the confirmation of the contract made with the Atlantic and 
Pacific Ship Canal Company, and other matters of interest. 
It is dated December 30th, 1857. 

" The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Eepnblio 
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of Nicaragua, has the honor of commanicating to his Excel- 
lency the Secretary of State of the United States, that on the 
15th of last month the authority^ of the Republic of Nicaragua 
was assumed by General Martinez, elected to the presidency 
by an immense m'igority of votes, and that one of the firs^ 
acts of the new head of that Republic was to confirm the 
appointment made in the person of the undersigned by formex 
national governments as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Government of the United States. 

" The undersigned deems it also to be his duty to inform 
his Excellency the Secretary of State, that the Constituent 
Assembly of Nicaragua has approved and confirmed the con- 
tract made by the undersigned with the American Atlantic 
and Pacific Ship Canal Company, the only one vested with 
the privilege of carrying across the Isthmus — as the only one^ 
also, which, for the present and so long as the (Government 
will not have otherwise disposed — ^has the right to carry end- 
grants to that country, under such conditions as have been 
imposed on said Company. All other emigrants or colonisers^ 
whatsoever, that may be conveyed to that country will be re? 
fused admission, and compelled to depart from the territory 
of the Republic ; or they will be dealt with as enemies of the 
Republic should they appear there in the character borne by 
those lately introduced by the incorrigible adventurer William 
Walker. 



aaafm tubabbi ukis thx aherioah SAaLi. 846 
^ "The oDdaBgiMd, in the nune of the three goverumeute 
which he lepreaentB, retauns tliankB to the Ooveniiueut of the 
United States for hanog taken awej the edveiitarer WUIiem 
Walker «ad his inrading band from the point of whlub they 
had takai poBBCSBioa on the coast of Nicaragua ; thua Ageing 
tboee friendly conntrica (irom the eviU with which they wunid 
haTe been rioted had these distnrbera of the peace of autioiii 
been allowed the possibility of incroaslng their foroea by new 
recniits. Thoee who, in the serrice whioh the OoTeniDient 
of the United States has rendered to its friend, the lUpubliu 
of Nicaragua, would seek for a warrant to say that the Nica- 
ngoan territory has been violated, will hardly Jind it, from 
the moment that the world will hare learned that the (Jureni- 
tnent of Nicaragna, far from complaining of a riolutioii uf 
her territory, looks upon that act as an oasfstauce, directed 
in behalf of its inriolability, which was wonnded, in effect, by 
certain adventurers from the United States ; and thai it cou- 
Bidets snch assistance extended by this Ooremoient, ait a cuu- 
sequence of the measures which, by bis note of the 14th uf 
September last, the undersigned had asked this tiureniruent 
to adopt, giring orders to the nary of the Utut«d Suttes lo 
captnre the riolators of the laws of neutrality. 

" The point from which Commodore Pauidiug fort-ed away 
those bandits, the riolators of tlie luwe of all uationit, and, as 
snch, justly assimilated, by the law uf uutions, to jiirutee and 
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foes of mankind, is an almost desert one, on which there 
exists no Nicaragnan aathorities that conld have managed 
the apprehension of those felons. Nicaragaa, therefore, con- 
siders that the proceedings of Commodore Paalding against 
Walker and his horde were entirely jastifiable ; for, as a man- 
of-war of any nation may take np pirates from a desert island, 
or one so thinly peopled that they can assert their dominion 
over it, althoagh that island might belong to another sover- 
eign nation, jnst so can bandits be apprehended, as enemies 
of the hnman race, by the armed vessels of a friendly nation, 
on a point of a foreign coast, which may be placed under dr- 
cnmstances like to those of the island mentioned by way of 
illustration. 

"Considering it highly important that the tenor of this 
note — especially the portion touching emigration to Nicara- 
gua — should be made public, the undersigned would enter- 
tain the hope that the Secretary of State will find no objec- 
tion to have its contents published. 

"The undersigned, with highest consideration, has the 
honor of tendering to the Secretary of State the renewed 
assurance that he is his respectful servant" 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



ir ooLnmuB os thi voiqciio inoaa — ahb thb moiqihtoii am la- 



t H084DIT0 HUH — TBI KOagniTO • 



noira of tna hoiqditom — BCLiit— ira ashobial bubiiiq« — subfucb 

CoLUBiBDS landed npon the MoaqnitO Coast, on Saodaj, 
Angnst the fonrteenth, A. D. 1502, and u said to bars taken 
formal pofoegsioD of the coontry. A gnn bearing bis name, 
has been foood imbedded in the sand, about twelre miles north 
of Greytown. This territory, held by tbe Republic of Nicar- 
(2«) 
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agua, to be bat the Atlantic margin of her domain, and ai 

• 

strongly controverted by Great Britain, has a present historic 
importance, as to whether the Moscos or Mosquitoes, hi Cacti 
be an independent, sovereign nation. Whether they ever have 
been, is a mooted question, and hence we approach the sabjecti 
aware of the importance of our position, nor sliall we exceed 
the bounds of evidence in endeavoring to illustrate our pages. 

A previous chapter on this subject, was general in its tone. 
We shall particularize now, and uphold the views of the United 
States. When the question was broached, the subjoined was 
presented to Mr. Lawrence, in which, as to whether the Pro- 
tectorate is of modem data or not, as claimed by Great Britain, 
is set forth. It is dated, Foreign Office, Jan. 5, 1850, and is 
as follows : 

"Yisconnt Palmerston presents his compliments to Mr. 
Lawrence, and begs to communicate to him, for his perusal, a 
translation in Spanish of a letter from Mr. Chatfield, her 
Majesty's Charge d'Afifaires in Guatemala, addressed to the 
Government of Nicaragua, on the 5th of September last, con- 
taining a statement of facts, showing the nature of the connec- 
tion which has existed since the middle of the Seventeenth 
century, between Great Britain and the Mosqoito nation."— 
(Senate, Doc. 27, p. 50.) 

We must not overlook the (oAt, that the " Clayton and Bul- 
wer Treaty" was concluded between the United States and 



Tax zLjCTjrr jsn -xnprsa. rsajtrr. :$>l^ 

OreAt BrilAiL JLarl IK l&h nut jimsiimKii ^ J^iiy oiT cSSt^^ 
same jear. J'>Qa 3L CTafim. ii iis jscsr 'ia:eil P^pantui^ttl 
of States Waaaifl«m, X17 T. liS^l. si^^rk tbe Coantrr, thai 
he has " ntro^sazad % Ttoct wfsa Sr Hearr Bolwer ;*' and in 
conclusoii, he adit * H^r Gras Briaia's) protectorato will 
be reduced to a shadjv — ^si Jryju-w mmbra^ for she oun 
neither occapj, fortifr, or conaize. or exercise dominion or 
ooatrol in anj part of the '^ynps'iO Coast or Central Amorlon. 
To attempt to do either of these things, after the exclmnf^ii of 
ratifications, wonld ineritablj produce a rapture with i\m 
United States. Bj the terms, neither party can ocu'upy t^^ 
protect, nor protect to occupy." Sir Henry IJulwer ihuM 
this constraction in his letters to Mr. Webster, In whUiU M 
holds, " that the Convention was not designed Up ufft^ici i}m 
position of Her Majesty in respect to the W(>m\n\Uf HUmk/' 

On the 15th of August^ 1850, the EngllNh fl^j/f*^f^'««)r* }h 
Central America, addressed the OoTenim«;»t ^4 i'S'tftf^*,^*^^ *^ 
follows : " Instead of insisting on its mp\t*t^A ^^^"^4*4 */f ■i>*.^ 
Mosquito Shore, Nicaragua wonld bevt ^ymv^tK "fr-'^f ';*/'^-*<'»^ 
by at once making good terms with V^u^Mfi^ ; i'/* pw-i^n,-^ *.\ ..^ 
this matter will be of no avaiL It i% hmy/v^t/^ "a.-^^ a-^^ vy 'V 
should be ignorant of her Bn\Mtmi^ M;ti/'^/« /« ^M-f.^/* «>/ u.a^ 
Mosquito question, as she hu ^/>£f/r> ^«^ i\4v ^^'fj^* */* V .^v ."'i 
Palmerston, of the date of A -/nj I v.'; (tuf ^ «• •- a « « . »» i/v 
seen, after the note to Mr. l^»-r^xu*>,.^ i$'m^'\ i*^ •<! »>• ".v >* * v« 
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agaa at a later period, in which he declares in the most clear 
and direct terms, the utter impossibilitj of acceding to the 
pretensions of Nicaragua. On the other hand, the Treaty of 
Messrs. Clayton and Bnlwer, abont which yon have so much to 
say, and in which yon express so much confidence, expressly 
recognizes the Mosquito Kingdom, and sets aside the rights 
which you pretend Nicaragua has on that coast. The true 
policy for Nicaragua, is to undeceive herself in this respect^ 
and to put no further confidence in the protestations or 
assurances of pretended friends, (viz. Americans). It will be 
far better for her to come to an understanding without delay, 
with Great Britain ; on which nation, depends not only the 
welfare and commerce of the State, but also the probability of. 
accomplishing any thing positive concerning inter-oceanic 
communication through her territories ; because it is only in 
London that the necessary capital for such an enterprise can 
be found." 

This certainly is gasconading to some purpose, though the 
Government of Nicaragua still believed there was almost as 
much capital to be had, for a remunerative enterprise, in the 
United States as in London. Again, on December 5th, fol- 
lowing, the same official informed, in writing, th^ Government 
of Nicaragua, of the boundaries " which Her Migesty's Gov- 
emment proposes to assert for the Mosquito King" — Thus :-^ 

" The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Aflaires 
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in Centrml ABmc% wftk t&s viev^ kv Ar koaor to d«ciu% 
to the Minister of FoR%n RriatM« of the Sapx«me Gortfii* 
ment of Nicangv% thai Ae gcaenl boo^ffj line of the Moe« 
qnlto Territory, h^ins nl ike XorAgm extrewniy of the boun* 
dary line between (he dutrici of Tegucigalpa^ in Honduroftf 
and the jurisdiction of Sew Segocia ; and after following the 
Northern frontiers of Xew Scgocia, ii runs along ths Souths 
4a9iem limit of the District of Matagalpa and OhontaUs^ and 
^ence in an Eastern course, until it reaches the Maohuoa 
JRapids, on the River San JuanJ" 

** The Mosquito Shore, (says Bonnycastlo), was held by Groat 
Britain for eighty years," which agrees with the date 11 HH, 
when a Treaty of peace, boundaries, and couimerrre, WM 
declared between it and Spain. Article 6th of uM Tftmiy 
stipulates, that " English subjects shall have the right of miiUiit, 
loading, and carrying away logwood in the I)iiitri/;t lyiHfg 
between the River Wallis, or Belize, and Kio Uou^Uf.** lUf- 
member thai this is distant hundreds of mil^s fritm Um 
Mosquito Coast. " Therefore, (we contiooit;), nil Hm Hujf^itiU 
who may be dispersed in any other parti, whi^thi^ #/m cU Hinm 
ish Continent^ (main land,) or in any of tbe Ulm4n ffUytM44^i^^f 
dependent on the aforesaid Spaoidi O^u^muX, m^ fvr wlM«i. 
ever reason it might be, without eaM)^f(iil</fi, t:b«.U niA^$^ wUUth 
the District which has been a>»re ^net^^U^i, Ut iJU*t »|/tu^ i^ 
eighteen months, and for tlui {^vrpoiM; w4MrK ibl^tUi ^ ^Mifc/i v«^ 
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the part of His Britannic Majesty." — (Sen, Doc 75, VoL X, 
page 16.) 

Was this then not an actual abandonment of any heretofore, 
or then pretended claims upon the part of Great Britain to the 
Mosquito Territory ? By their covenanting to the foregoing 
did they not solemnly waive all claim to space, outside of tha 
therein-prescribed bounds and met^ ? 

In 1786, July 14, in a further Treaty between the same 
parties, by Article 1st, it was stipulated, " His Britannic Ma* 
jesty's subjects and the other colonists who have hitherto ea^ 
joyed the protection of England, shall evacuate the conntry of 
the Mosquitoes, as well as the Continent in general, and the 
Islands adjacent, without exception, situated beyond the line 
hereinafter described as what ought to be the position of tha 
extent of territory granted by His Catholic Majesty to the 
English, for the uses specified in the third Article of the present 
Convention ; and in addition to the country already granted to 
them in virtue of the stipulations agreed upon by the Com* 
missioners of the two Crowns in 1783. The lines specified ia 
the other articles of the Treaty, as the boundaries of the special 
possession of the English, were the Bio Hondo on the North, 
and the River Sibun on the South, together with the small 
Island of Casino, St. George's Key or Cayo Casind, and the 
cluster of small islands which are situate opposite that part 
of the coast occupied by the cutters, at the distance of eight 
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leagues from the River Sibun, a place which has always been 
found well adapted for that purpose." 

In Article 7th, all the foregone conclnsions of the Treaty of 
1783 are confirmed, with added stringent restrictions, liberty 
being granted on the part of Spain, for the English to cut 
mahogany, Ac. Upon the part of Great Britain, in Articla 
2d thereof, His Britannic Majesty agreed, that " should there 
still remain any persons so daring as to presume, by retiring 
into the interior country, to endeavor to obstruct the entire 
evacuation already agreed upon. His Britannic Majesty, so far 
from affording them the least succor, or even protection, will 
disown them in the most solemn manner, as he will equally do 
those who may hereafter attempt to settle upon the territory be- 
longing to the Spanish domain."— (Sen. Doc, 75, Vol, X. p, 23.) 

Article I4th stipulates, to wit: "His Catholic Majesty 
prompted solely by motives of humanity, promises to the King 
of England, that he will not again exercise any act of severity 
against the Mosquitoes inhabiting in part the countries 
which are to be evacuated by virtue of the present Convention, 
on account of the connections which may have subsisted be- 
tween the said Indians and the English ; and His Britannic 
Majesty, on his part, will strictly prohibit all his subjects from 
furnishing arms or warlike stores to the Indians in general, 
situated upon the frontier of the Spanish possessions." — (Sen. 
Doc. 75, Vol. X. p. 13.) 
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In this connection we farnish, as worthy of attentioii, tlie 
following from Vol. 2, p. 423, of "A Jonrnej through Spun,'' 
by Townsend, published in London, 1792. "Ever since the 
war, the exertions of Spain have been incessant to render her 
marine respectable ; but more especially when I was there, all 
was in motion, and the Minister of the Marine was makiag 
the most strenuous efforts to equip a formidable feet. This 
was done to vindicate their claims upon the Mosquito Shore, 
although that territory was never subject to the Crown of 
Spain, and the independent Princes who have dominion there 
had been for ages in alliance with the English Nation. When 
I returned to England, I examined the nature and extent of 
the settlement which caused so much uneasiness to Spain. It 
consisted of no more than five hundred and sixty-nine freemen, 
including the women and their children, with one thousand 
seven hundred and sixty-three black slaves, and two hondred 
and four head of cattle. 

'' The uneasiness arose, therefore, not from the number of the 
settlers, but from their contraband trade ; from their commnni- 
cation with the Mosquitoes, who, in time of war, had been 
used to molest the Spaniards ; and from the apprehension that, 

• 

by their means, the English, in some future war, might estab- 
lish themselves in force on the Lake of Nicaragua, This settle- 
ment was certainly valuable to England as the eonhectiog 
medium between Jamaica and the Spanish Main for tha ex- 
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change of oor nuuiafactiires with Oamtemala agminsi iiidigo» 
cochineal, silrer, and nard dollars. Indeed, the indigo, grow* 
ing wild on all that coasts yields the best commoditj, and no 
conntry produces finer sagar-canes. 

" The infant colony made abont a hundred and fifly hoga* 
heads in one year ; bat being obliged to pay the foreign duty 
in England, the mills were saffered to decay. Mahogany was 
a principal article of their commerce ; and of this the annual 
export was about three million feet. Besides these articloSi 
they sent to England four tons of turtle-shellSi paying a duty 
of one shilling a pound, with a hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds weight of sarsaparilla, the duty of which, at sovon 
pence a pound, was three thousand five hundred pound* ; a 
sum more than sufficient to discharge all the expenses of this 
new settlement. 

" Such was the value of our possessions on the MoMfiilio 
Shore, that neither the Minister who signed the prelimlnarIrN 
of peace at the close of a disastrous war, nor his ImmwUnUi 
successor in office, who ratified that peace, would lifi^rtia Ut 
their relinquishment; yet, in the year 1787, th« n^ii\ttmmti WM 
evacuated, and our most faithful allies w^re a^iandoniid Ut i\m 
mercy of their inveterate enemies,'' 

March 26th, 1T87, Lord Kowdon \jffmyhi a woiUm \u fli«i 
House of Lords to censore the king's mtniniAn fnf )»fiv)rf^ 
given np the Mosquito Sbcfe to 0p«ifi. (CofiM^t«, Hi Htm- 
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contents 53.) The ministry defended the treaty, holding 
** that the British settlement on the Mosquito Shore was not 
a regalar and lawful settlement, and that the Mosquito nation 
were not allies, and therefore Qreat Britain was not boand to 
protect them." The vote of censure was refused by a large 
majority of the peers. We have here, then, a toUU abandon- 
ment by Great Britain of all claim, affiliation, or ev^i intered 
in the regal brother whom they lately embraced so warmly. 

We have given the account of the coronation of a Mosqoito 
king at Belize, in a former chapter. When the Duke of 
Albermarle was Goyemor of Jamaica, the Indians put them- 
selves under his protection, and their king had a commission 
granted him from Great Britain. Since that time, it is as- 
serted, the new monarch always goes to Jamaica to receive this 
document, the Indians refusing to acknowledge his aathori^ 
until he does so. They are confidently asserted by many 
authors to be descendants of slaves from Guinea, who were 
wrecked on this coast. They are called Samboe Mosquitoes. 
(Very significant of the Bed-man's origin.) The crown is 
su cc ee d e d 4a hereditarfty, and the king (as he is called) is a 
despotic monarch. The musquitoes annoy them excessively, 
and probably hence they may have received their title. 

July 4th, 1787, Colonel Grimarest, as Commissioner from 
the King of Spain, and His Majesty's Superintendent, Des- 
pard, went up the rivers to mark the limits, and to endeavor 
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to diecorer the sources of the Belize and the Siban. Ths 
Baid CommusioDer pablisbed, on his return to Belize, permis- 
EtoD to the English settlers to enter apon the new district, 
Bgree&ble to the late treat; with Spain, fiz. : 1T86. Jul; 1, 
1T81, Colonel Lawrie, late Superinteadent on the Mosqnito 
Shore, arrived at Beliie in His Majesty's ship Camilla, 
Captain HdII, and the Mosquito shore was completely sTac- 
uated, conformably to treaty. 

Jnly 10th, 1787, Darid Lamb, Snrreyor, was employed by 
the Superintendent to lay ont lots fifty feet by one hundred, 
to be ballotted for, on the south point of Belize Birer'aioath. 
August 2d, 1787, the ballot took place, and the Superiu- 
tendent in person delivered possossion to those who drew 
them ; chiefly amongst the settlers from the Mosquito Shore. 
November Idth, 1791, two hundred and seventeen revolted 
negroes from St. Domingo were disembarked on English Key, 
distant seven leagues only from Belize, by the French ship, 
L'Emannel, Captain Colmin, he having been prohibited from 
selling them by the magistrates. 

The legal territory for Great Britain, hence, was Belize 
and its dependencieB, as described. It was to tiiis point,- 
then, that this power induced the Mosquitoes to flock, where 
they employed themselves in Gshing among the Keys, particu- 
larly for the hawksbill, a species of tnrtie, which are plentiful,' 
and fhim which is obtunod the tortoise-sholl. For this they re- 
17 
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cei?ed from six to seven dollars per ponnd, and at times mora 
Here, then, they centred, and here their kings were crowned, 
that the tribe, in ioto, might be concentrated aboat or near the 

r 

merchants. Bat while England forbade the sale of the 
revolted slaves from St. Domingo, we find she dealt in the 
article, probably sub rosa in a manner, yet de facto. 

The town of Belize is at the month of the nver of the 
same name, and was so called from its discoverer, Wallice, a 
noted Bnccaneer, who made it his place of retreat The Span- 
iards write it Waliz, and subsequently it became corropted 
into Balleze, or as it is now called Belize. Its armorial bear* 
ings maybe read thus: Chief Dexter — Argent — ^the Union 
Jack, proper ; Chief Sinister on the Proper — ^the Chiefs di 
vided from the Body of the Shield by a chevron-shaped Parti- 

• 

tion from the Fess of the Dexter and Sinister base — Points— 
the intermediate space, azure — a Ship with set sails on the 
Sea, passant proper — Crest, Mahogany tree; Motto, ** Sub 
umbra Jloreo*^ — Supporters, neqroes ; that to the left, with 
a paddle — to the right, with an axe over his shoulder. The 
motto is appropriate. The poor fellows flourish everywhere 
in the shade^ — and — clover. 

But Great Britain disavows slavery ; her aim ever has been 
to its extinction ; and yet before me lies a document, official, 
confirmed by the magistrates of the settlement, dated Septem- 
ber 19, 1817, wherein is embraced the Table of Fees payable 
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to the CUA of Sl John's Chuch. Items thrt« anil fvuir, 
under hemd of Baptisms. Slmres, if ten in number* or uiwleri 
at one time^ each three shillings and fonr i>once ; alxtre ttUi 
at one time, and if owned by one person, each two ihUUiigt 
and six pence. Under the head of Marriages, wo find—Of 
slaves, gratis I — ^Burials. — Of slaves above ton years old, flvo 
shillings; nnder ten, three shillings and fonr ponco. Tho 
above are classed in Table of Snrplice Fees. Oonflrmod June 
27, 1817. " The Law requires that those Foos bo paid at 
the time of service, and In default of which, thoy aro roootor* 
able by Warrants of Distress. Slave Foes aro invariably do* 
frayed by the owners." 
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TBS MOSQiriTO COAST AGAIir — USURPATIONS OP BVGLAHD — CLAim OF BPADT^ 
nrDXPINDENCI OF GUATKXALA — ^■RGLAJTD's ACKHOWLIDGXENTS THK COL- 
ONY OF BAT ISLANDS — CONFLICTING CLAIMS — AN ACT OF THB BHGLISH FAB- 
LIAXBNT — THE TREATY OF 1850 — THE PROTECTORATE FICTION AND LOBO 
JOHN RU88BL — THB UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN — LORD CLARENDON'S 
ARGUMENT — MR. CLAYTON AS RENDERED BY MR. LAWRENCE — LORD CLAREN- 
DON AGAIN — MR. WEBSTER MISCONSTRUED — LORD JOHN BUSSBL TO TBB 
POINT. 

We shall pursue the history of the Colonization of Great 
Britain on this coast, and shall prove her desire to act in bad- 
faith with Spain prior to meeting her demands upon the United 
States, and apholding the position the latter assumed, predi- 
cated upon the Clayton and Bulwer Treaty. 

The frequent and continued breaches of the Treaty of 
1786, and consequent usurpations upon the part of England, 
were sustained by Lord Clarendon, who alleged "that the 
Treaty of 1786 was abrogated in 1814 by the war between the 

(260) 
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* 

contracting parties, at which time the Belize Settlement ex- 
tended to the Sarstonn River, which is far South of the Sibnn 
the prescribed boundary. In 1812 Spain adopted a new and 
written Constitution, in defiance of the despotic powers of 
Europe; said Constitution contained this Article: "Guate- 
mala, with the internal Provinces of the East and West, and 
the adjacent lalands in both Seas form part of the Spanish 
dominion." Under this Constitution, Spain was recognized 
by England, who guarantied her sovereignty. 

Guatemala in 1823 discarded the Spanish yoke, and became 
a Confederated Republic, and its Constitution thus described 
the domain claimed : " The Territory of the Republic is the 
same which formerly comprised the ancient Kingdom of Guate- 
mala, with the exception for the present of Chiapas." TJiis 
territory included the whole of the Mosquito Coast. The 
British settlement between the Silver and the Rio Hondo, 
called Belize, belonging within the Spanish Province of 
Yucatan, by the revolution came under the sway of Mexico. 
England acknowledged the latter's independence, stipulating 
that British subjects, dwelling in its territories, " should enjoy 
the rights which had been granted to them by Spain in the 
Treaty of 1786." 

Did not England herein reaffirm her own exclusion from Cen- 
tral America? Where then was in fact, any Mosquito Kingdom, 
as a distinct and independent territory ? If such had existence 
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tbej were heathens, having neither king, chnrcheii; mimalirjf 
parliament, schools, or conncil ; no army, navy ; no treasorfy 
customs, taxes, revenae, police, industry, trade, and no inter- 
course diplomatic with any other people. True, the English 
authorities were present; and from Qreat Britain did they 
derive their powers and salaries. 

On the 17th of July, fourteen days subsequent to the nego- 
tiation of the " Clayton and Bulwer Treaty," a proclamation 
was issued by the Government of Great Britain, constitutiDg 
the Islands of Ruatan, in the Caribbean Sea — ^in Central 
America, and not in British Honduras, four hundred miles 
distant from Belize — Bonacca, IJtilla, Barbaret, Helene, and 
JVIocrat, a colony under the Colony of the Bay Islands. Rua- 
tan and Bonacca are said to be, on account of their fine har- 
bors, good soils, fine air, abundant animals, and their com- 
manding sites, " the Gardens of the West Indies, the Key to 
Spanish America, and a new Gibraltar." 

The United States insist upon England's discontinuing this 
new Colony. The latter refuses, alleging that the Colony is 
within the Belize Settlements, or British Honduras, and being 
so, is excepted from the Treaty. The Islands excepted are 
only small ones in the neighborhood of and assigned to the 
Belize in the Treaty of 1786, while the Bay Islands are neither 
small, nor in the vicinity of the Belize ; they are certainly of 
vast importance as to location and wealth. 



The Treatj of 178$ as^ncd then to the "Spuish CuuU- 
Dent," and expreEdj eiclnda Great Briuia ftan then. 
Spun held them nnul the BcrolBtion in Ceuinl America, lu 
1829 the Bute of Hondunis assumed posBessian, and their eu- 
■igD was planted on Rnatan. In 1839, Boglaod supplanted U 
with her oini, yet this was soon lowered, and that of Uoaduraa 
was restored. 

In 1811 the Eoglish Parliament passed a law, eutlUod "An 
Act for the more effectual pnuishment of murdurs and luuu- 
slaughters committed in places not within Ills M^joity'l 
dominions." The preamble ruus thus : " Wlioruai grluvuuH 
murders and manslaughters have beeu committed at tbu sultls- 
meut in the Bay of Honduras, iu South America, tlie lume 
Bay or settlement being for certun purposes In the poMOuluH 
of and withm the protection of His M^osty, by |>orsDiii r«- 
Biding within that settlement, &c." Parliament amended thltt 
Btatnte, in 1819, and reafirmed that " Belizo wu not wlthlii 
the territories and dominions of Great BritoiD." 

I have now proven that England neftt occupied tbt (foIliM, 
save in subordination to the Spanish Utle. That In IKVA, 
Great Britain, in recognizing the Itnle^anUsiuti i>t Ui»Uiii, 
expressly slipnlated "for ber Mttlemetrt at llfi IM\m', ttiH 
pririleges granted bj the Treaty with HiMiu i4 n»i " Aid 
again, I have shown that EaglaiMl, alttcMi;'' '" ''''''' "■""I"" 
ing that this settlement " wa« mA witbtn burr Uirt\Uitiii» will 
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dominions, yet alleges that by the war in 1812, the Treaty 
was abrogated in 1814| although she did not even then chal- 
lenge Spain's title, or allege a change in the nature or extent 
of her possessions. To conciliate and to calm this vexed 
question foreyer, the Treaty of 1850 was entered into, in which 
Great Britain solemnly and forever relinquished and abandoned 
whatever pretensions she may have ever before made to the 
Bay Islands." 

The imposture of the Mosquito King failed, and the pro- 
tectorate fiction dissolved upon the publicity of Lord John 
Bussel's statements, of January 19th, 1853. " It is evident 
(we quote him) that since Great Britain first assumed the 
protection and defense of the Mosquito Indians, the positions 
of all parties have changed. First, Spain, instead of exercising 
absolute sovereignty over Central America, and prohibiting all 
commerce on the coast under her sway, has entirely lost her 
domain over the Continent from Cape Horn to Florida; 
secondly, the Mosquito Indians, instead of governing their own 
tribe, according to their own customs, furnish a name and title 
to Europeans and Americans, who carry on trade at Greytown, 
and along the Coast of Mosquito, according to the usages of 
civilized nations ; thirdly, Great Britain, instead of having an 
interest in the defense of the Mosquito Indians, for the sake of 
rescuing part of the territory of Central America from Spanish 
control, and obtaining an outlet for her, has no other interest 
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in Mosqaito than that which is derived firom an honorable 
regard for her old connection with the Indian natioD at Mos- 
quito." 

The United States from the foregoing, and especially insist- 
ing upon the stipulations of the Treaty of 1850, hold, that 
Great Briti^ is bound to withdraw from the Mosquito Coast. 
This is in turn denied by England, who asserts that the stipu- 
lations are only prospective, and do not seize upon, or terminate 
occupancy in a colony of hers which was existing at the time 
of the concluding of the Treaty. She argues, such effect is 
only inferential ; for, should it have been intended, it would 
have been embodied, as an express renunciation. Great Britain 
stipulates therein, that she will not^ that is to say, after this 
time henceforward, enter into, maintain any colony or occu- 
pancy, or exercise any dominion over the Mosquito Coast. Then 
why not have retired from, discontinue, give up, relinquish, and 
abandon whatever colony, occupancy, or domain, of whatever 
nature, she subsequently has maintained therein or thereon ? * • 
This entire concession she repeats ; " she will not, from this 
time henceforward make use of any protection which she now « 
affords to any state or people, for the purpose of maintaining 
any colony or occupation, or exercising any dominion whatever 
on the Mosquito Coast" 

The United States have no colony, occupancy, or dominion 
of any nature on the Coast, or in any portion of Central Amer- 
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ica, and they stipalate, that " they noTer will obtaio or absome 
any such." Great Britain farther agrees, not only that she 
will not obtain or assume any new colony, occapation, or 
dominion there, but will not hereafter maintain or exercise 
any such that is now existing." 

Lord Clarendon argaes, that the English constmction ii 
based after the principle of '' neatrality." He writes, — " Great 
Britain has colonies, occupations, and dominions in Central 
America ; the United States have none ; if England abandons 
hers, she receives no equivalent for her surrendered advan- 
tages. " But the United States deny in tolo her title to these 
colonies, occupations, and dominions, and say that of Nicaragua, 
was held to be the more valid. Here they conflict, and hence 
the mutual agreement to abandon Central America to the 
States ** existing there, to whom it belongs." 

Abashed, yet not entirely mortified, England resnmes the 
contest of words, and Lord Clarendon shelters his argoment 
under the conduct of Spain and the United States previons to 
the Treaty ; true, Spain did not remonstrate against the pro- 
tectorate during her last hours in America, for she was else- 
where completely occupied and harassed with her insurgent 
provinces ; but prior to 1849, Central America, and the States 
of Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua, invited the United 
States to challenge the loyalty of the said protectorate. Then 
we had no interest there, but subsequently we did acqoire a 
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title aDd interest, and oar GoverDtoeot promptly annoaaced its 
opposition to the coatioauice of the protectorata 

The langaage of Mr. Clayton, as rendered by Mr. Lawrence, 
is certainly very explicit : "Is Great Britain eager, or willing 
that the qnestion of her alleged protectorate should be tried at 
the bar of the public opinion of the world ? Does she believe 
that she can obtain credit for having undertaken it from aeon* 
lictiou that the Mosquitoes were competent to discharge the 
daties of sovereignty ? Or is she disposed to hazard the notor- 
iety of the fact, that the visor of royalty which she wonld fain 
place upon the pseodo-monarch of that region, is too transparent 
to conceal the featnres of a real sovereign f Can Great Britun 
imagine that the commercial nations of the world will tacitly 
allow her, by meana bo iavidions, to obtain anbatantial and 
esclnsive control over the right of way to the Pacific, by the 
Port of San Jnan, and the river of that name, or to wrest the 
sovereignty over that region from the rightful proprietor ? In 
8Dch pretensions, we tmst that the United States, at least, will 
never acquiesce." — (_Sen. Doc. 27, page 19, Vol. III., Seas. 
2, 32d Cong.) 

The resort of Lord Clarendon next is to the stipulation hy 
which the parties agree to invite all powers friendly to enter 
into stipulations similar to those contained in the Treaty, 
arguing that this agreement would include the Central Ameri- 
can States, whUe if they should accept the invitation, and 
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Sign the Treaty, they woald thereby, accordiDg to the constne 
tion of the United States, renonoce the territories in whkk 
they exist. A glance at the context shows that two classei 
of States are here contemplated : one, not existing in Centnd 
America ; the other, those which are already established then. 
The first, only, are inyited to imitate the example of the con- 
tracting parties, and enter into their present stipalations wiik 
the second class, to wit, the Central American States. 

Lord Clarendon in his statement of September 11th, 1855, 
resumes the argument thns : '' If the Treaty had been intended 
to act npon and terminate the protectorate, it would have 
contained in specific terms a rennnciation on the part of 
Great Britaiu of the possessions and rights which, np to the 
conclusion of the convention, she had claimed to maintaio. 
The treaty," he adds, ** would then have imposed apon Great 
Britain the obligation to renounce possessions and rights 
without any equivalent renunciation on the part of the United 
States. And still," he proceeds, " if the convention was in- 
tended to impose npon Great Britain an obligation to with- 
draw from portions of territories occupied by it, then the 
Government of the Central American States would, by the 
mere act of accession, sign away their rights to the territories 
in which they were situated." And upon the same hypothesis, 
he writes : " The British Government neither have the wish 
to extend the limits of their possessions or the sphere of their 
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inflaence in that quarter, nor would any British interest be 
promoted by doing so. Bat the British QoTemment are not 
prepared to contract either the one or the other." 

And in contrast here, let me insert his statement, dated 
Hay 3d, 1864.' "It is proper that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment should at once state that Her Majesty has never held 
any possessions whatever in the Mosquito country. But 
although Great Britain held no possessions in the Mosquito 
country, she undoubtedly exercised a great and extensive 
influence over it as the protecting ally of the Mosquito king." 
Here are exhibited variations we little expected ; but his lord- 
ship proved his expertness upon the diplomatic-chromatic 
scale in an eminent degree. His continuation will enlighten 
us probably. " Mr. Buchanan confounds the conditions of a 
sovereignty and a protectorate, and, under this error, treats 
the agreement * not to colonize, or occupy, or fortify, nor as- 
sume, nor exercise dominion over,' as an agreement not to 
protect. With respect to sovereignty. Great Britain never 
claimed, and does not now claim or hold any sovereignty over 
the Mosquito." 

By custom of both European and American states, savage 
tribes, though suffered to exercise some municipal powers, 
have no actual sovereignty, for this is vested in the State or 
nation which directly exercises or derives to itself the title 
acquired by discovery. Did not Great Britain acquire and 
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Diaintain until the Treaty of Yersailles, in 1783, soTereigntf 
Tfithin the domain of the original United States? Did not 
France also acquire and maintain the same in Canada and 
the West India Islands until the fall of Quebec in 1 764, whes 
she transferred to Great Britain ? Did not Spain acquire 
title to the Floridas and the vast territory in Louisiana ii 
also in Mexico, Central and South America? How, othe^ 
wise, did Denmark acquire her hold in the West Indies? 
Portugal her possessions in Brazil, the Empire of which now 
rests on the same title ? 

By referring to the conyersation had between Mr. Rives and 
Lord Palmerston, will be perceived the apposite confession 
of Great Britain to the present occasion. Lord Palmerston 
admitted the general doctrine for which we contended " was 
the principle on which they conducted (i, e. the English) all 
their relations with the Indian tribes in Canada ; but that the 
case of the Mosquitoes was " sui generis,^^ and stood upon its 
own peculiar circumstances." Admitting the universal law, if 
there are to be cases ** sui generiSf^^ the totality ceases, and 
the universal fractured, becomes the customary, usual law. 

Lord Clarendon contends that the English construction of 
the Treaty of 1850 was sanctioned by Mr. Webster, then 
Secretary of State. It is said that Mr. Webster advised 
Mr. Marcoleta, the Nicaraguan Minister, to accept a Treaty 
proposed to his State and Costa Rica by England, upon " the 
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basis of that constniction ;" bat no doubt it was intended 
solely as a compromise. It failed, however, and the United 
States never endorsed the opinion of the Secretary, maintain- 
ing their own construction rigidly and inviolate. 

Lord John RassePs letter, already in part inserted, speaks 
pointedly and firankly and the conclasion of it is so direot 
and positive, that we quit the discussion, assured of the 
validity of the position assumed thereon by the United States. 
His lordship writes: "The peculiarity of this case is, that 
certain neighboring States deny altogether the independence 
of Mosquito ; and the Mosquito nation are liable any day to 
new incursions upon their territory. We can make no new 
provision against this danger. Our policy is to do all that 
honor and humanity require in behalf of the Mosquito nation ; 
but we intend to adhere steadily to the Treaty of Washington 
of the 19th of April, 1850, and not to assume any sovereignty 
direct in Central America." 
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THE nmR-OCKAVIC OAXAIi — CHARTER FOB THE TRAHBIT HOVTB STVOPSn Of 

ITS PBOYISIOXS — ITS DfPOBTANCE TO THE UHITED STATES POSTITLAm OP 
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CLAYTON AND BULWBR TREATY MOOTED^MR. RITES TO LORD PALXERSTOX- 
REPLY OF THE LATTER — CARDINAL POINTS OF THE TREATY — TREATY OF COX 
XBRCE AND FRIENDSHIP WITH NICARAGUA — THE CANAL COMPANY'S CHABTBE 
AMENDED — LEONBZB PROTEST — SATE MB FROM MY FRIENDS ! — YIVE LA 
CHAMPAGNE ! — THE CANAL IN NUB1BUS — THE TRANSIT TANGIBLE. 

The Transit, or in other words, the roate per the Rio San 
Juan, from Orejtown on the Atlantic side to Lake Nicaragas, 
thence across to Virgin Bay, and thence overland twelve mile8» 
to San Jnan del Snr on the Pacific, is a highway in which, 
save as a speculation, Nicaragua itself has bat little interest, 
inasmuch as it develops no internal resources, no agricoUnnl 
or mineral wealth, conciliates neither the Serviles or the oppo- 
nents, but is solely a source whence the State receives a profit, 
an annual subsidy. That the route should be under a pio- 
(272) 
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tectorate, joint if desired, there cannot be a donbt^ since 
Nicaragua convulsed by revolutions is unable at present to 
maiutain either its tranquillity, or neutrality. 

On the. 27th of August, 1849, a Qrant was obtained, and 
ratified with an American Company on the 23d of September, 
from which a Charter was consummated under the assurance 
that if of a proper character, the American Government was 
willing to extend to it its guarantees. A synopsis of the 
provisions therein contained, may prove at present^ interesting. 
It is as follows : 

Ist That thl» American Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal 
Company may construct a Ship Canal, at its own expense, 
from the Port of San Juan, or any more feasible point on the 
Atlantic, to the Port of Realejo, or any other point within the 
territories of the Republic, on the Pacific, and make use of all 
lands, waters, or natural materials of the country for the 
enterprise. 

2d. The dimensions of the Canal shall be sufficiently great 
to admit vessels of all sizes. 

3d. The Grant is for the period of eighty-five years from 
the completion of the work ; the preliminary surveys to be 
commenced within twelve months ; the work to be completed 
within twelve years, unless unforeseen events, such as earth- 
quakes or wars, shall intervene to prevent it ; if not com- 
pleted within that time, the charter to be forfeit, and whatever 

work may have been done, to revert to the State ; at tha ^\A 
I9 
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of eightj-fiye years the work to revert to the State free from 
all indemnity for the capital invested ; the Company, never- 
theless, to receive fifteen per cent, annually of the net profits, 
for ten years thereafter, if the entire cost shall not exceed 
twenty million dollars ; bnt if it does exceed that sum, then it 
shall receive the same per centage for twenty years thereafter. 

4th. The Company to pay to the State ten thousand dollars 
upon the ratification of the contract^ and ten thousand dollan 
annually until the completion of the work ; also to give to the 
State two hundred thousand dollars' worth of stock in the Canal, 
upon the issue of stock ; the State to have the privilege of 
taking five hundred thousand dollars of stock in the enter- 
prise ; to receive for the first twenty years, twenty per cent 
annually out of the net profits of the Canal, after deducting 
the interest on the capital actually invested, at the rate of 
seven per cent. ; and also to receive twenty-five per cent 
thereafter, until the expiration of the Grant. 

5th. The Company to have the exclusive right of navigating 
the interior waters of the State by steam, and the privilege, 
within the twelve years allowed for constructing the Canal, of 
opening any land or other route, or means of transit or con- 
veyance across the State ; in consideration of which, the Com- 
pany shall pay, irrespective of interest, ten per cent of the net 
profits of such transit to the State, and transport, both on 
such route, and on the Canal, when finished, the officers of the 



STNOPSIS OF ITS PaOYISIOXS. 275 

OoTernment and its employees, when required to do so, free 
of charge. 

6th. The Canal to be open to the vessels of all nations, 
subject only to certain fixed and oniform rates of toll, to be 
established by the Company, with the sanction of the State, 
graduated to induce the largest and most extended business 
by this route ; these rates not to be altered without six months 
preyious notice, both in Nicaragua and the United States. 

Tth. The Contract, and the rights and privileges conceded 
by it, to be held inalienably by the individuals composing the 
Company 

8th. All disputes to be settled by referees or commissioners 
to be appointed in a specified manner 

9th. All machinery and other articles introduced into the 
State for the use of the Company, to enter free of daty ; and 
all persons in its employ to enjoy all the privileges of citizens, 
without being subjected to taxation or military service. 

10th. The State concedes to the Company, for purposes 
of colonization, eight sections of land on the line of the Canal 
in the valley of the River San Juan, each six miles square, and 
at least three miles apajrt ; with the right of alienating the same 
under certain reservations; all settlers on these lands to bo 
subject to the laws of the country, being, however, exempt for 
ten years from all taxes, and also from all public servioo as 
soon as each colony shall contain fifty setUers. 



276 NICARAGUA. 

11th. It is expressly stipalated, that the citizens, Tessels, 
products, and manafactares of all nations shall be pennitted to 
pass upon the proposed Canal through the territories of Nicar- 
agna subject to no other, nor higher duties, charges, or taxes 
than shall be imposed npon those of the United States ; pro- 
vided always that such nations shall first enter into the same 
treaty-stipulations and guarantees, respecting said Canal, as 
may be entered into between the State of Nicaragna and the 
United States. 

Such are the provisions of the Charter, and as we now tread 
upon the threshold of new and thickening events, let as 
cautiously survey them, ere the fogs of bigotry and clouds 
of dissension have arisen to dim the horizon. 

The acquisition of California in 1848 by the United States, 
the disclosure of its vast mineral wealth, its consequent politi- 
cal organization, and social development, precipitated upon the 
world the solution of a communication across the Isthmus, and 
such a passage, however desirable to other nations, became 
doubly so to the United States, for the purposes of commerce 
and defense. With our sympathies, we had extended the 
Spanish American States favorable commercial treaties. 

In 1823, was announced the postulate of President Monroe. 
— ** The American Continents, by the free and independent 
condition which they have assumed and maintained, are hence- 
forth not to be considered subjects for further colonization by 
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any European power." The United States declined to interfere 
in the political affairs of the Spanish States, thongh freqnentlj 
invoked to do so. Dawn was breaking in this benighted region, 
and new life, with joong, and healthy blood was aboat being 
infused into the decrepit Asiatic branches, who, thongh richer, 
and more imperial, had been outstripped in the race. The 
Isthmus was about to be opened ; the youngest family on 
this Continent had assumed a position where its Toice com- 
manded, and its skill directed the noble enterprise. 

Three routes, each rivals for preferment, presented themselves ; 
the Tehuantepec, in Mexico — the subject before us, the Tran- 
sit in Nicaragua — and the Chagres Route, in New Qranada. 
The United States essayed to open them all. The Charter 
alluded to in our chapter, proposes, in Section Eleventh thereof, 
equal terms to all nations who should enter, of course, into the 
same stipulations and guarantees as should be agreed upon by 
the United States and Nicaragua. Still did we hesitate, owing 
probably to the presence and intervention of Great Britain in 
Central America. 

During Spain's dominion on the Continents, she excluded 
foreign powers from commercial intercourse with her colonies. 
Between them and those of the British, contraband trade grew 
up, wars ensued, and when peace was declared, Great Britain 
possessed two settlements : the Belize or British Honduras, in 
the department of Yucatan, and the Mosquito Coast in Nica- 
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ragua — their title to both, dispated by the Central Amerieaa 
States. The Agent of Great Britain announced to Hondum 
and Nicaragua the determination of England to sustain her 
protectorate on the Mosquito Coast, (September 10, 1847,) 
from Cape Honduras to, and including the lower part of the 
Rio San Juan. (Vide Ex. Doc. 76, p. 44, Vol. X., Ist Sess. 
31st Cong.) ' 

Subsequently, on the 8th of February, 1848, two English 
ships of war arrived at San Juan del Norte, or Oreytowu, 
expelled the State officers of Nicaragua therefrom, and 
four days afterward proceeding up the Bio San Juan, took 
the fort at Serapaqui, after a determined resistance on the 
part of Nicaragua, the latter having succumbed under pro- 
test, on the 17th of March, 1848. In October, 1849, an 
English man-of-war captured Tigre Island, belonging to 
Nicaragua, off the Pacific coast, together with the Island of 
Buatan or Koatan, belonging to Honduras, commanding 
an unexcelled position for protecting or molesting every 
passage between the oceans. Capable of being admirably 
fortified at a small expense, it invited the rapacity of her 
English foe. Costa Rica, the late ally of Nicaragua, disputed 
with the latter the boundary of the Rio San Juan, and claim- 
ing the southern portion of Lake Nicaragua, seemed, in this 
struggle, to favor Great Britain. Honduras and Nicaragua 
implored the aid of the United States. 
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Uader these circumstaiices, the Clayton and Bolwer Tnjaty 
was mooted between Lord Falmerston, Prime Minister of 
Ureal Britain, and Mr. BiTes, Americui Minister to France, 
in an interview held in London, September 24th, 1850, 
the latt«r, being en route to the French court ; it was ratified 
Jaljr 4th, 1850, bat took effect from its date, April 9th, 
1850. The interview alluded to we embrace here, as we 
propose snbmitting the complete data, which has never been 
fully understood by the country at large, and no doubt will 
prove interesting. 

Mr. Kives stated to Lord Falmerston that "the British 
Cousal in New Tork bad pablicly claimed for the Mosquito 
Indians sovereignly and ownership of the moutli and lower 
part of the Bio San Joan ; that the United States had now 
become a party to the qaeation in their own right by virtue 
of the contract by which Nicaragaa had granted to American 
citizens, the right to constrnct an inter-oceonic Canal by the 
way of the Biver San Juan and Lake Nicaragaa ; that the 
United States, on examination, were satisfied, as well on legal 
as on geographical grounds, that the State of Nicaragua was 
the Territorial Sovereign of the Biver and Lake, and that 
they had already conclnded, or were about concluding, a 
Treaty with that State for securing a ^asst^e ; that the United 
States, however, sought no exclusive privilege, and sincerely 
wished to see the passage dedicated to the use of all nations, 
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on the most liberal terms, and on a footing of perfect 
for all ; that eyen if they conld, they would not obtain aoj 
exclosive right or privilege, and so, on the other hand, tbej 
woold not consent to see so important a communication M 
under the exclusiye control of any other great commercial 
power; that the Mosqnito Coast at the mouth of the Sao 
Juan could be considered in no other light than as British 
Po£ijBession ; and he proposed that Great Britain and the 
United States should come to a frank understanding with 
each other, and unite to carry the undertaking into effect^ as 
one of the highest importance to themselves and the rest of 
the world." 

Lord Palmerston replied, that '' from an early period the 
Mosquito Indians had been treated by the British Oorem- 
ment as a separate and independent State ; had a king ; that 
Nicaragua having never before been in possession of San 
Juan, had taken possession of that town, and that England 
had dispossessed her of it ; that the Nicaraguans had, in bad 
faith, granted to American citizens a right to open the pro- 
posed passage through a territory of which she was not ii 
possession; and that the English Government had therefore 
given notice to those grantees of its (England's) intention 
to regard the contract as a void one." 

Moreover, he added, '' a suspicion seemed to be entertained 
by some persons in the United States that the English Ckv- 
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ernment wished to plant a new colony on the San Jnan ; that 
there was not the slightest foundation for that saspicion, as 
Great Britain had already more colonies than she conld 
manage ; that as to any idea of her holding ezclasiye posses- 
aion of the month of the Rio San Jaan as the key of the con- 
templated inter-oceanic passage, nothing conld be further from 
her mind ; and that^ if any plan conld be suggested by which 
Great Britain and the United States could nnite in promoting, 
by their joint influence and mutual co-operation the opening 
of a great channel by the way of Lake Nicaragua^ and de- 
claring it a common highway for the use and benefit of all 
nations, it would receive the most favorable consideration of 
Her Majesty's Government." (Sen, Doc. 2T, p. 18.) 

Mr. Kives reports to Mr. Clayton a conversation between 
himself and Lord Palmerston thns : "I conclnded with saying 
that it resulted from this long course of universal usage and 
conventional practice, that actual possession was in no wise 
necessary to the exercise of a rightful sovereignty on Indian 
territory ; and that, although Indian tribes were possessed of 
some of the attributes of a separate political existence, such 
as that of governing their communities by their own internal 
laws, also of sustaining the relations of peace and war, yift 
it was impossible to recognize in them a complete national 
-independence, such as that which was claimed for th« Mnn- 
quitoes, without subverting the whole fabric of \mh\Ui \iiw 
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belonging to oar peculiar position, which had grown up wit 
the general concarreuce and assent of all the ciyilized nations 
of Europe." 

To these remarks Lord Palmcrston replied bj saying thai 
he ''fully admitted the general doctrine for which we con- 
tended ; that it was the principle on which they conducted 
all their relations with the Indian tribes in Canada ; bat that 
the case of the Mosquitoes was sui generis^ and stood apoa 
its own peculiar circumstances.'' (Sen. Doe. 27, )>. 22, Vol. 
III. 2(i Sess. ^M Cong.) 

The Treaty recites the purpose of the parties, namely : the 
consolidating of amicable relations, bat expressing and fixing 
their views and intents mutually in any inter-oceanic Canal 
that may be constructed via the Rio San Juan and either 
of Lakes Nicaragua or Managua, or both. The cardinal 
points of daid Treaty I annex. 

Article 1. Neither party will ever obtain or maintain for 
itself any exclusive control over the contemplated CanaL 

Neither will ever erect or maintain any fortification com- 
manding the same, or the vicinity thereof. 

Neither will occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume, or 
exercise any dominion over Nicaragua, Costa Kica, the Mos- 
quito Coast, or any part of Central America. 

Neither will use any protection which either affords, or maj 
afford, to either alliance, which either has, or may have, to or 
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with any State or people, for the purpose of erecting or main- 
taining any such fortifications, or of occapying or colonizing 
Nicaragaa, -Costa Bica, the Mosqnito Coast, or any part of 
Central America, or of assnming or exercising any dominion 
over the same. 

Neither will take adTantage of any intimacy, or nse any 
alliance, connection, or influence that either may poBseas with 
any State or people, tlirongh whose territory the Canal may 
pass, for the pnrpose of acquiring or holding, directly or In- 
directly, for its own citizens or subjects, any nneqnal rights, 
or advantages of commerce or navigation. Again, in 

Article i. The parties will ose their inflnence with uiy 
State or States, or Governments possessing or claiming juris- 
diction or right over the territory through which the Canal 
■hall pass, to induce them to favor its constractJon, and to 
use their good offices, whenever or however it nay be most 
expedient, to procure the establishment of two free ports, one 
at each end of the Canal. In 

Article fi. The parties eug^e to invite every State In 
friendly intercourse with both or either of them, to enter into 
stipulations similar to those contained in the Treaty, so that 
all other SUtes may share in the honor and advanUftes of 
having coutributed to the construction of the contomplntiKl 
Canal. And each of the contracting parties shall enUtr intrr 
treaty-stipulations with mch of the Central American HtatM 
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as thej may deem advisable, for the purpose of carrjiog oat Uie 
object of the Treaty — namely, the coostraction and maintenaDce 
of the Canal, as a Ship Canal between the two Oceans, for 
the benefit of mankind. In 

Article 7. The parties determine to give their support and 
encouragement to the persons or Company who shall first offer 
to bnild the Canal with the necessary capital and the consent 
of the local authorities, and to any such Company, already ex- 
isting, as may have a contract which is justly unobjectionable 
to the parties. 

Article 8. The parties declare that, besides the particular 

purpose of the Treaty before stated, they have the further and 

broader object, to establish a general principle ; and so thej 

agree to extend their protection, by treaty-stipulations, to any 

other practicable communications, whether by canal or rail- 
way, across the Isthmus, and especially to those contemplated 

to be made by the ways of Tehuantepec and Panama. 

Such is the '' Clayton and Bulwer Treaty," ample in design, 
simple in construction, and generous in spirit. Yet there was 
no necessity for it, for already on the 23d of September, 1849, 
simultaneously with the sealing of the Charter of the Canal 
Company, was a Treaty of Commerce and Friendship nego- 
tiated with the Government of Nicaragua, and ratified unaai- 
mously by the Legislative Chambers. It was forwarded to 
the United States, where it received the commendations of the 
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Preaident (Oen. Ta^or) and Calrinet, bnt owing to the pro- 
trftcted debate on the SUtery question, it did not receiTe im- 
mediate atteDtioD. 

I shall here add the second and tbird stipoUtioDS of the 
Treaty of Commerce, which prore the otter waste of powder io 
the negotiation of the mnch-abnaed " Clajton and Balwer." 

Section Ist is pnrelf commercial in ita chaiacter. 

Section 2. And inasmach as a Contract was entered into 
oa the 2Tth day of Aognst, 1849, between the Bepnblic of 
Nicaragua and a Company of Citizens of the United States 
styled " The American Atlantic and Pacific Ship-Canal Com- 
pany," and in order to secure the constmction and permanence 
of the great work thereby contemplated, both high contracting 
parties do severally and jointly agree to protect and defend 
the abore-named Company in the fall and perfect enjoyment 
of sud work, from its inception to its completion, and after its 
completion, from any acts of invasion, forfeiture, or violence 
from whatever qnarter the same may proceed ; and to give full 
effect to the atipnlations here made, and to secure for the 
benefit of mankind the amntermpted advantages of such com- 
rnanication ^m sea to sea, the United States distinctly recog- 
nizes the rights of sovereignty and property which the State 
of Nicar^na possesses in and over the line of said Canal, and 
for the same reason guaranties positively and efficacionslj the 
entire neutrality of the same, so long as it. shall remuu under 
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the control of citizens of the United States, and ao long as tibe 
United States shall enjoy the privileges secured to them is 
the preceding section of this Article. 

Section 3. Bat if by any contingency, the aboYe-naned 
" American Atlantic and Pacific Ship-Canal Company" shill 
fail to comply with the tenns of their Contract with the State 
of Nicaragua, all the rights and priyileges which said Con- 
tract confers, shall accme to any Company of Citizens of tlie 
United States which shall, within one year after the oi&cial 
declaration of failure, undertake to comply with its proTisions, 
so far as the same may at that time be applicable, provided 
the Company thus assuming said Contract shall first present 
to the President and Secretary of State of the United States 
satisfactory assurances of their intention and ability to complj 
with the same ; of which satisfactory assurances, the signature 
of the Secretary of State, and the seal of the Department shall 
be complete evidence. 

Section 4. And it is also agreed, on the part of the Re- 
public of Nicaragua, that none of the rights, privileges, and 
immunities guarantied, and by the preceding Articles, Imt ' 
especially by the first section of this Article, conceded to the 
United States and its citizens, shall accrue to any other nation, 
or to its citizens, except such nation shall first enter into the 
same treaty-stipulations, for the defense and protection of the 
proposed great inter-oceanic Canal, which have been entered 
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into b7 the TTnited States, ia terms tbe same with those em- 
braced in Section Second of this Article. 

It will be seen by a comparison, that the Bpirit, intent, and 
conception even of both Treaties are similar. Why, therefore, 
a new compact f Great Britain, by subscribing to Section 
Fonrth, shared all the advantages to be enjoyed by the United 
States. There was a non-desire at this early date to forego 
her colonies, and her cherished hopes of "an hereafl^r" in onr 
midst, as I shall prove as we proceed. 

Sabseqaent to the consnmmation of the last-named Treaties, 
the Canal Company experiencing difficnlties in properly 
arranging the detuis of their proposed work, procured a 
separation of the pririlege of exclnsive steam -narigation in the 
interior waters (which amonnted to l^ake Xicaragna solely), 
from the remainder of the original Charter, and secured and 
established the monopoly of Traasit across from Q-reytovn to 
San Jnan del Snr. This is known as the "Nicaragna 
Transit." 

War baring occurred in the interior, and there being two 
disUnct Ooveroments, one at Leon, snstained by the Bishop 
and General Mofloz, and the other at Qranada, supported by 
Qen. Chamorro, the question, if at ail admissible, was not at 
least debatable, " which of the two to choose ?" ai both 
claimed precedence and aathority. Joseph L. White, Kntt, 
Agent for the Canal Company, in a mode entirely nuiyrnrrU 
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Bocceeded Id negotiatiDg the desired separation. The Leoneae 
Government, howeyer, entered its protest as follows : 

" The Provisonal Sapreme GoTemment will see with satis- 
faction the interests of the aforesaid Company arrajed in 
harmonj with those of this State when it shall hare re- 
covered its internal peace, and when its GoYemment is 
qnalified to enter npon affairs of this kind ; bat any nego- 
tiations concladed in the meantime are not authorized bj i^ 
nor will thej be recognized as legal and subsisting." 

The President of the State, (Pineda) haying been shortly 
after this, gagged and blindfolded in Leon, by some of his 
ardent admirers (in the very honse too, subsequently oocupied 
by oar Minister, Mr. Kerr of Maryland), and placed on a 
mule and trotted off to Chinandega, was subsequently per- 
mitted to leave for Granada^ via Realejo and San Juan 
del Sur. 

The Transit went into active operation, and the frequent 
charges from^ and discharges of imported Champagne, ntiet 
suffered either of the Governments to be sufficiently qualified 
to enter into the equality or inequality of the Contract or 
Charter, as subsequently amended. One fiact, howey^, is 
apparent. The Canal is not in existence, and the Transit has 
been successful. 
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miTAfl BWOKKg TEM TBJLHgIT COVPANT'S CHABntB— WHAT HIOABAtVA OLAIHf 
m TBS MATTBB— TBB BBPLT THBBBTO— WBAT TBB UVITBD ITATM AW9 
mOABAQUA AQBBBD TO DO— WHAT BITA8 DID ABD TBB BBMBDIBf TBBBB- 
rOB— TBB CASS ABD TBISABBI TBBATY— WHAT PBBSIDBBT BUCBABAB SATS 
— WABT8 AB ABBBD FOBCB TO PBOTBCT SD TBABf IT— WBAT TBB FOff • 
MAtTBB-QBBBBAL lATS— OTPOBTAHCB TO VOBBiaB BBSIDBBTt OF mMHri»9 
TBB BOUTB OPBB— MOBSDEUB BBLLT BBOOTIATBS FOB ▲ BOOTS— BBVABKS 
OF TBB FBBBCB PBB88 TBBBBOH— CBBX8T0PBBB COLVBBPi, BABOV UVUIUfUUf, 
ABD LOUIS BAPOLBOB OB IBTBB-OCBABIO OOBBUBIOATIOBB— OTBBLABM WtUtn 
— GBB. 0AS8 OB TBB IBTBBYBBTIOB OF FOBBMB FOWBBf — TBB ptfiA^if i00 
THB AXBBICAB COHTIBBBT. 

In Angast^ 1852, the Accessorj Traofti ComjMnjr mnAi$ 
its first inter-oceanic trip otct the mcftrmfiUHi f^U$, m$4 
continued in sacceasfnl operatioii oatfl Febnmy iHih, 1^164 f 
then it was snddenlj closed, and the (hMoi nmA iiUnri^f ^J( 
the Company were arfoitrarilj reroked 1^ tJk iioftfTumimi ^Jl 
Biyas. It will be remembefed that at thto p^rM iimmtnA 

19 . n>*4i 
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Walker was Chief of the forces of the State. Prior to Uua, in 
1 854, serious disputes had arisen between Nicaragaa and the 
Company concerning the settlement of accounts, and eTen at 
that date the interruption of the Transit was threatened. The 
United States, desirous of harmonizing all the existing diffi- 
cnltics, interposed in Tain. 

From the date of the discontinuance of the Transit^ the 
route has been closed, greatly to the prejudice of the 
United States. Nicaragua contends that the Charter is Toid, 
inasmuch as the Company did not complete the necessary 
surveys in the time specified in the Orant This is one of 
the chief allegations. In reply, by referring to Section 3d of 
said Charter, we find : " The Grant is for the period of eighty- 
five years from the completion of the work ; the preliminary 
surveys to be commenced within twelve months." Surveys 
were duly made by the Company. The time for the com- 
pletion of the work, according to the section already referred 
to, was "within twelve years, unless unforeseen events, such as 
earthquakes or wars, shall intervene to prevent it." Hence, 
upon this allegation, Nicaragua fails to sustain her action. 

In the Treaty of Commerce and Friendship, negotiated on 
the 23d of September, 1849, we shall perceive that Nicaragua 
and the United States "do severally and jointly agree to pro- 
tect and defend the Company in the full and perfect eojoj- 
ment of said work from its inception to its completion, from 
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any acts of invasioD, forfeitare, or violence, from whatever 
quarter the same may proceed." 

If the Rivos Oovernment was an nnlawful one, since the 
Company's Charter was forfeited by it, and the route sum- 
marily closed, why has not the subsequent Government re- 
instated the Company ? If damages have been sustained by 
the latter, by reference to the eighth section of the original 
Charter, we find : " All disputes to be settled by referees or 
commissioners, to be appointed in a specified manner." Until 
Nicaragua shall have adhered to her stipulations, the Company 
have complaints to urge and justice to demand ; and should 
that State refuse to acknowledge the validity of its claims, 
the United States, being a party to the Treaty of Commerce 
and Friendship, should receive the petition of the claimants. 

On the 16th day of November, 185T, a treaty was signed 
by Secretary Cass and SeSor Yrisarri, Minister of Nicaragua, 
under the stipulations of which the use and protection of the 
Transit Route would have been secured, not only to the 
United States, but equally to all other nations. But by refer- 
ence to all the Treaties and Charters herewith connected the 
neutrality of the route was stipulated for on terms of equality 
to all other countries. This latter treaty contained a pro- 
vision authorizing the United Stales to employ force to keep 
the route open, in case Nicaragua should fail to perform her 
duty in this respect This was the principal objection, and 
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this olanse being insisted upon by the United States, the 
Treaty has, as yet, failed to receiye the ratificatioQ of the 
Nicaragaan GoTernment. President Baehanan, in his Mes- 
sage of December 8th, 1858, in relation to Central America, 
says: 

" The political condition of the narrow Isthmos of Central 
America, through which transit routes pass between the At- 
lantic and Pacific Oceans, presents a subject of deep interest 
to all commercial nations. It is oyer these Transits that a 
large proportion of the trade and travel between the European 
and Asiatic continents is destined to pass. To the United 
States these routes are of incalculable importance, as a means 
of communication between their Atlantic and Pacific posses- 
sions. The latter now extends throughout seventeen degrees 
of latitude on the Pacific coast, embracing the important 
State of California, and the flourishing Territories of Oregon 
and Washington. 

" All commercial nations, therefore, have a deep and direct 
interest that these communications shall be rendered secure 
from interruption. * If an arm of the sea, connecting the two 
oceans, penetrated through Nicaragua and Costa Rica, it 
could not be pretended that these States would have the right 
to arrest or retard its navigation to the injury of other nations. 
The Transit by land over this narrow Isthmus occupies nearly 
the same position. It is a highway in which they themselves 



\ 



WHAT PRESIDENT BUCHANAN SATS. 293 

hare little interest when compared with the yast interests of 
the rest of the world. 

" Whilst their rights of soyereigntj onght to be respected, 
it is the dntj of other nations to require that this important 
passage shall not be interrupted by the ciyil wars and revoln- 
tionary outbreaks which have so frequently occurred in that 
region. The stake is too important to be lefl to the mercies 
of rival Companies, claiming to hold conflictiug contracts with 
Nicaragua. The commerce of other nations is not to stand 
still and await the adjustment of such petty controversies. 
The Government of the United States expects no more than 
this, and it will not be satisfied with less. It would not^ 
if it could, derive any advantage from the Nicaragua transit 
not common to the rest of the world. 

"Its neutrality and protection for the common use of 
all nations is her only object. She has no objection for 
Nicaragua to demand and receive a fair compensation from 
the companies and individuals who may traverse the route ; 
but she insists that it shall never hereafter be closed by an 
arbitrary decree of that Oovemment. If disputes arise be- 
tween it and those with whom they may have entered into 
contracts, these must be adjusted by some fair tribunal pro- 
vided for the purpose, and the route must not be closed pend- 
ing the controversy. This is our whole policy, and it cannot 
fail to be acceptable to other nations. 
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" All these difficulties might be avoided if, consistentlj with 
the good faith of Nicaragna, the use of this Transit coald b% 
thrown open to general competition, providing at the same 
time for the payment of a reasonable rate to the Nicaragnan 
Government on passengers and freight." 

And again: "A Treaty was signed on the 16th day of 
November, 185T, by the Secretary of State and the Minister 
of Nicaragua, nnder the stipulations of which the use and pro- 
tection of the Transit route would have been secured, not only 
to the United States, but equally to all other nations. How 
and on what pretexts this Treaty has failed to receive the 
ratification of the Nicaraguan Government, will appear by the 
papers herewith communicated from the State Department 
The principal objection seems to have been to the provision 
authorizing the United States to employ force to keep the 
route open, in case Nicaragua should fail to perform her duty 
in this respect. 

** From the feebleness of that Republic, its frequent changes 
of government, and its constant internal dissensions, this had 
become a most important stipulation and one essentially neces- 
sary, not only for the security of the route, but for the safety 
of American citizens passing and repassing to and from oar 
Pacific possessions. Were such a stipulation embraced in a 
Treaty between the United States and Nicaragua, the knowl- 
edge of this fact would of itself, most probably, preyent hostito 
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parties from committing aggressions on the roate, and render 
our actaal interference for its protection nnnecessarj. 

" The Ezecutiye Government of this country, in its intercourse 
with foreign nations, is limited to the employment of diplo- 
macy alone. When this fails, it can proceed no farther. It 
cannot legitimately resort to force withont the direct authority 
of Congress, except in resisting and repelling hostile attacks. 
It would have no authority to enter the territories of Nicar- 
agua^ even to preyent the destruction of the Transit, and pro- 
tect the lives and property of our own citizens on their passage. 
It is true, that on a sudden emergency of this character, the 
President would direct any armed force in the vicinity to 
march to their relief; but in doing this he would act upon his 
own responsibility. 

" Under these circumstances, I earnestly recommend to Con- 
gress the passage of an Act authorizing the President, under 
such restrictions as they may deem proper, to employ the land 
and naval forces of the United States in preventing the Transit 
from being obstructed or closed by lawless violence, and in 
protecting the lives and property of American citizens travel- 
ing thereupon, requiring at the same time that these forces 
shall be withdrawn the moment the danger shall have passed 
away. Without such a provision, our citizens will be con- 
stantly exposed to interruption in their progress, and to lawless 
violence." 
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On the sabject of ocean and foreign maO serrice^ the Post-, 
master-General, among other things; sayB ^ By the time the 
contract for the Oalifomia line, via Panama and Tehuantepee, 
expires, October Ist, 1859, it is probable that the rente bj 
Lake Nicaragoa will hare been reopened and in snccesBfd 
operation. This presents the question whether one, two, or 
three of these routes shall thereafter be employed for mafl pur- 
poses. The Tehuantepec route is the shortest and most readily 
protected against interruptions, but it will be compantiTdr 
too new, and the line of stages too long, to furnish with C8^ 
taint J adequate and satisfactory conmiunication between cor 
Atlantic and Pacific possessions. 

"While it is destined, no doubt, to become a Transit of the 
first importance, and will deserre the highest patronage and 
encouragement, still it cannot supersede the necessity of one 
or more routes through Central America. It is of the highest 
importance that the route by Nicaragua should be reopened, 
and its undisturbed use for the transportation of the mails^ 
passengers, troops and munitions of war secured by the solemn 
guarantee of a public Treaty. Without this, in view of the 
unstable condition of the local Governments of Central 
America, the safety and security of transportation can hardly 
be relied on." 

We need not expatiate upon the tenets embraced in the 
President's Message. The importance of the demands tfaereiA 
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contained speak for themselves. If, as has been folly tested 
already, Nicaragua is ioeapable of protecting the Transit 
Koate, and thereby preventing it from being at any time som* 
marily closed, it is proper that the United States should, in com- 
mon with all other nations, see that its neutrality be preserved. 

At Leon, Granada, Managua, Masaya, and Rivas in the in- 
terior of the State, many Americans, as also other foreigners, 
have located ; at Realejo and San Juan del Sur on the Pacific, 
at Virgin Bay on the Lake, and at San Juan del Norte or 
Greytown on the Atlantic side, numbers of our citizens have 
embarked their fortunes in mercantile pursuits. As merchants, 
trading to and from the United States and Europe, they must 
be deeply and vitally interested in the opening of the Transit. 
Why should they be compelled to suffer damage, and even 
ntter bankruptcy, if Nicaragua possesses the power to keep 
the route open ? Claims for losses through the neglect of 
Nicaragua might be sustained, if the State admits her 
efficiency, yet fails to interpose her strong ,arm. The truth 
is, she is weak, her Governments are spasmodic, meteoric, and 
Mr. Buchanan has but demanded that, which will find an echo 
in the heart of every American that throbs on Nicaraguan 
soil. 

At a later period, Monsieur Belly, from France, negotiated 
a Charter for a canal through Nicaragua, which has been the 
cause of much controversy in this country and Europe. If 
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the Charter granted to the American Atlantic and 
Ship Canal Company is in force, then M. Belly and his 
ciates mast survey a new roate altogether. 

The Paris Press publishes the full correspondence whidi 
took place between the United States Minister to Xicaragoa^ 
and the Foreign Minister of Nicaragua, touching M. Belly's 
Conventions. The former says that no arrangement witk 
M. Belly shall be recognized or assented to in any thing con- 
trary to the just rights acquired by American citizens, and 
that a liberal policy, resulting from the Transit Treaty of 
November last, shall be constantly maintained. 

The Nicaraguan Minister replies that his GoTcmment 
wishes only for justice and its rights, and desires to maintain 
friendly relations with the United States ; but declares that the 
Transit Treaties are of no value, because the route was not 
opened at the stipulated period. M. Belly had appealed to 
the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty for protection, and Lord Malmes- 
bury's letter to him says that the stipulations thereof will, in 
bis own opinion, apply to his scheme, if carried oat. 

The Courier de Paris gives an account of M. Belly's plan 
for opening a communication between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, by means of a canal through the Isthmus of Panama. 
Tliis project is one which Englishmen often read of in New 
York papers, where it is seldom mentioned without angry 
depreciation, although few, perhaps, could state its featnrei 
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off-hand. H. Belly, who some short time back obtained a cou- 
ceesioQ of the ground required for the nndertakiag, hag lateljr 
pobliabed a pamphlet ia which he Bets forth the advantageB 
of the enterprise, and shows by maps the line of coantry 
through which the proposed. canal is to pass. The Conner 
de Paris, in remarking on the project, adds some explanations 
which are of interest. It says : 

"The first name which we meet with in examining the 
history of the project ia that of Baron de Hnmboldt, who, 
after baring examined in Central America the positions best 
adapted for the junction of the two coasts, gave the preference 
to the basin of Nicaragua. Qis ' Historical Essay on New 
Spain,' in which bis opinion was expressed, was pnblisbed 
in 1804. 

" After that of the patriarch of modem scieuce, we find the 
name of the prince who was destined to l>e Emperor of the 
French, Prince Lonia Napoleon, during his stay at Ham, 
occnpicd himself with the grand idea of cutting through 
Istbmusses, and more particularly that of Panama. Like 
H. de Humboldt, he saw that Natare had taken care to 
indicate to the industry of man the line of communication to 
be established between the two seas, by the depression of the 
chain of the Cordilleras, and by the existence of lakes and of 
the riTer of San Juan de Nicaragua. 

"A small work on the subject, by the Prince, was printed at 



800 NICARAGUA. 

London, in 1846, bat only a yerj few copies of it were strndk 
off. It was, however, repnblished in 1849 bj the B^tu 
Britanniqae. It is reproduced bj M. Belly in the Tolnme^ 
' Percemcnt de I'Isthme de Panama,' which he has jost pub- 
lished, and which, in addition to an account of the projecti 
contains all the documents relatiye to the great qaestion. 

" The project of M. Belly only differs from that of the Prince 
in not making use of the whole of the Nicaragua, and in 
crossing the Lake in its narrowest part His plan necessitatoi 
a cutting in the ridge which separates the Lake from the set. 
But the line would thus be almost straight, and the distance 
would be considerably shortened, as it would be seventy 
leagues at the outside, whilst in the plan of the Prince, it is 
one hundred and twenty. Such is then the result. By a 
passage of seventy leagues, vessels going from Europe, or 
from New York, to California, or to the seas of China and 
Japan, would be saved all the circumnavigation of South 
America. 

''Let us add that the canal, of a depth of eight metres^ 
(twenty-six feet), at a minimum, would admit the largest 
vessels, and that the total expense is estimated at one hun- 
dred and twenty million francs, whilst the annual revenues, 
according to the estimates of th^ authors of the preliminaiy 
project, would not be less than fifty million francs. And if 
we consider that the territory passed through is admirably 
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fertile, and tliut M. ndly, in lulJilion to the privilege of the 
canal, has obtained a concession of the complete proprietor- 
ship of the lands on both banks, to the width of four kilo- 
metres, (two-and-a-half miles,) we shall see the fall mercan- 
tile Talne of an enterprise which is really of the rery greatest 
value." 

It then adverts to the political bearing of the proposed 
plan, and shows that the intention is to place the canal of 
Nicaragua under the general protection of the great powers, 
England and the United States setting the example. 

" As to the political basis of the enterprise, they are those 
which are laid down in the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. This 
Treaty, which was signed in 1850, binds England and the 
United Stales with regard to the inter-oceanic communication. 
According to it the two powers mutually undertake to employ 
all their efforts for the opening of a canal between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, by way of the Kiver San Juan and the 
Lake of Nicaragua, to protect the Company which may be 
formed for the construction and navigation of the said canal, 
and to guarantee the neutrality of it 

" They oblige themselves, besides, to form no establishment 
calculated to menace the independence of the States of Central 
America, and to oppose any external attempt calculated to 
encroach on that independence, and they renounce in advance 
all advantages which may be accorded to their subjects to the i 
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prejadice of those of other States. Lastly, the Treaty stji 
t)iat other powers shall be called on to sign it, in order to 
cover with a common protection ao eoterorise destined to be 
for the interest of all. 

*^ Such is the spirit of the treaty which gare rise to the Con- 
vention of Rivas. This Convention, which was signed on 
the 1st of May, 1848, between the Presidents of Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua and M. Belly, confers on the latter the privi- 
lege of constructing and navigating the canal ; it conseqoeDtly 
only accomplishes what the two Governments which signed 
the Clayton-Balwer Treaty wished for. 

"In realizing the enterprise dreamed of by Christopher 
Colambns, Indicated by M. de Humboldt, and traced ont bj 
Prince Louis Napoleon, the Convention of Rivas completes 
the system of oceanic circulation, prepares the international 
fusion of races, and makes the liberty of the seas a reality. 
The cutting through the Isthmus of Panama, like that of the 
Isthmus of Suez, is neither French, nor English, nor AmericaD, 
and does not constitute either privilege or preponderance for 
any nation. France, in both undertakings, desires no other 
advantage than the honor of being able to say that two of her 
children have originated these great works." 

There is little to be apprehended from this array of nev 
influence on the Isthmus. That a canal is practicable from the 
mouth of the Rio San Juan to Lake Nicaragna, I do not 



WHAT THE XNaUSH AND JRBNCH JOURNALS SAT. 303 

believe, save at ui enormous expense. A railway conld be as 
essilj coDstTQCted along the banks of the river. Once trade 
and truTcl sought the water — canals were dividend-paying 
enterprises. Now, the route for the traveler and for goods 
of valne is overland. A Canal Company will fail here — they 
will reap losses, and their employees will die in the morasses 
after two months' exposure in this wild laxarianee of decay- 
ing and decayed Tegetatiou. 

The English and French jonmals frequently enlighten their 
readers npoa the designs of the American Oovernmcnt in 
respect to Central America. lu their view, the Qovernment 
of the TTnited States is seeking exclnsive possession of the 
routes across the Isthmus, both for commercial and political 
ends. We are warned against our ambitions projects, and are 
told that England and France will not allow their commerce 
to be sbnt ont from a free pass across the American continent. 

We hope that the President's explicit declaration in his 
recent Message, that the Uuitcd States " would not, if they 
could, derive any advantuga from the Nicaragnan route not 
common to the rest of the world," will be enfficient to satisfy 
these Earopcan joarnals of their error. General Cass' letter 
to Mr. Lamar, upon the same point, says : " The United States 
do not seek either the control, or the exclusive use of these 
routes ; they desire that the advantages should be equally 
common to all nations." 

It is Tery plain, from then dedintiou^ i 
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States are seekiDg no exclnsiye advantages^ in the BettlemeDt 
of the Central American question,, bnt that the pnrpow is to 
open the routes across the Isthmus to the commerce and tra?el 
of all nations. While making these declarations regarding the 
intentions of the United States, General Oass is eqoallj 
explicit in respect to the intervention of European powers, in 
anj other way than by joining to secure the freedom of these 
routes, and to " make them neutral highways of the world, not 
to be disturSed by the operations of war." Dwelling opon tbii 
subject, he says : 

" But the establishment of a political protectorate by any 
one of the powers of Europe, over any of the Independent 
States of this continent, or, in other words, the introdaction of 
a scheme of policy which would carry with it a right to interfere 
in their concerns, is a measure to which the United States have 
long since avowed their opposition, and which, shoald the 
attempt be made, they will resist by all the means in their 
power. 

" The reasons for the attitude they have assumed have been 
promulgated, and are everywhere well known. There is no' 
need, upon this occasion, to recapitulate them. They are 
founded on the political circumstances of the American con* 
tinent, which has interests of its own, and ought to have a 
policy of its own, disconnected from many of the questions 
which are continually presenting themselves in Europe ooo* 
ceniing the balance of power, and other snbjects of cnntroversv 
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their solatioa or tUr yiii y mi wi m mat. 

" It is of pariMoal impatuofot to the Siai» of Uii$ bcmn 
sphere, that thej dMMld hvre ao cattagii^ imioii with iIm 
powers of the Old World, a roa ai ctiaa ahi^ would mlraosl 
necessaril J make thea parties to wan kanng ao interest for 
them, and whidi wodd often iaTohro them in hostilities with 
the other American States^ eontignoos or remote* The years 
which have passed bj sinee this principle of separation was 
first annonnced by the United States, hare served still more to 
satisfy the people of this conntry of its wisdom, and to foHtty 
their resolution to maintain it, happen what may." 

This is language not easily misunderstood, and language that 
the people of the United States will endorse by thoir aotlott, 
if circumstances should require it. Tbey want no exoluMlvs 
priyileges themselves, nor will they permit any other ttailuri 
to have any. They claim for their citizens no oxohidlvA rt|(hk 
to form contracts for opening Transit Routes in NIcarsKua. M i 
Belly or any one else may make such contracts with ihif (>HMlfiil 
American Powers. But no contrsct with bim, ttf any mm 
else, can interfere with previonsly-existlog eii((aft«fnsftM with 
American citizens, and the regulations and mn^HUiUfi nt f hs 
Grant shall be such as to render the rofit#s safv nu*i ff^M f m 
an nations, but controlled bf none and nptffi midhfn^h hiM 
reasonable terms. 
20 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

▲ DASa AT POLITICAL HUTORT— XXTBHT AXD P0P17LAT1O1I OP GVATBVALA^ 
BOW IT WAS OOYXRHBD Uin>ER 8PAIH — HER LIBERALITT AKD ITS ABFU IT 
THE MOTHER COUMTBT — DISCOMTBIIT AXD IirSUBRECTIOIfS — I]n>BPESrDK9Cl 
DECLARED— OAIKZA CHOSEN PRBSIDBICT — A CIBNERAL CORfiRBSS CALLXD— 
CONSTITUTION — 8UBDITISI0N INTO STATES — POPULATION AND CAPRALft' 
BOUNDARIES OP THE UNITED PBOYINCBS — THE LEOISLATITB POWER — STATl 
RBOULATIONS — NATIONAL PLAG AND ITS DEYICES — TRR DREAM OP TBI 
OASTILIAN. 

The kingdom of Qaatemala was gOTerned by a Captain- 
General, appointed by the mother, Spain, and a Royal Aadi- 
encia, with powers to take cognizance oyer an extent of 
country estimated at twenty-six thousand one hundred and fifty- 
two sqnare leagues, and extending from 8^ to 17^ Nortii 
latitude, and from 82^ to 95^ West longitude, with a popula- 
tion of about one million two hundred thousand. It was snb- 
dirided into fifteen provinces; five on the margin of tbe 
(306) 
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Atluitic, five on the FaciGc, uid fire fn the interior, each 
goferneil bj inferior officers Hubject to the Bojal Andiencia. 

An Archbishop and three sul&Bgatu had charge of flpiritnal 
sffiurB. The ecclesiaatical diriuon of the kingdom was com- 
posed of fonr bishoprics, compridDg two hundred and twentj 
cnnciea, seTen iinndred and fifty-nine parochial churches, and 
fonr establishments for the conrersion of infidels. Folly im- 
pressed with the prowess and greatness of Spain, and belienng 
her to be the mistress of Enrope, the military force within her 
limits was indeed meagre, not more than fifty soldiers being 
reqnired for the secnrity of her domain. 

The present centnry undeceived them relative to the actual 
powers of the mother country, and a new era pregnant with 
important events succeeded the dark years of snlnuissioD. 
Remote as Spain was, and tyrannical aa was her colouial sys- 
tem, its administration here was comparatively mild, and her 
stem, harsh edicta were easily evaded. Patent* of nobility 
irere purchased by some of the wealthier families, and throngb 
flatteries they won npon tiie Viceroys, whom they in tnm ruled 
odlSritum. 

About 1803 and '4 the public parse of Spidn was so far 
•depleted that a volmtary nbecription was required from her 
colonies. Ooatemala generonsly fnmished her quota, and yet. 
Instead of receiving any Ctvot from the mother country, nnjntt 
•nd flzceesive taxationa fallowed h the recompense for ber 
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kuowQ liberality. Her literary and BcientiBc aocietiea were li- 
censed and suspended by these glaring and repeated adi of 
despotism and ingratitade, and daring the years of 1812, '13; 
and '14, fe?erish symptoms manifested themaelTea in many of 
the provinces. 

In 1815 an insurrection occurred in Leon (Nicangoa), bat it 
was suppressed, and the leaders of the revolt were sent to Spais. 
From that time to 1819, discontent displayed itseli^ seciH 
meetings were held, and the masses seemed swayed by a fMt 
and almost uncontrollable impulse. The spirit of independesei 
which had so long been smouldering, flamed in more than om 
quarter of the new world, and the fate of Mexico was dedded 
in 1821. News of this reached Guatemala^ and only increased 
the universal fermentation. 

At this juncture Oavino Gktinza arrived, appointed by tlit 
Cortes of Spain, bearing intelligence of the late politicti 
changes in the peninsula, and the establishment of the Coa- 
stitution. Meetings were organized, the leading families, and 
the influential members of the Church assembled, and on the 
15th of September, 182^ the Independence of Guatemala wis 
publicly proclaimed. A proclamation was issued, and it wis 
resolved to call a General Congress for the Ist of March, 1822. 
In the interim a provisional Government was formed, consist- 
ing of a Council composed of individuals selected firom the 
different provinces, of which Chdnza was chosen Presideati 
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However, tbe union of this CoDgress was prerented bj' snbse- 
qaent erents. Itarblde ascended the Mexican throne shortlj 
after, and strifes occnrring between San SalTador and Quate- 
lo&la, absolDte QoTernments were formed, thoa abrogating all 
ideas of the Union anticipated on Sep. 15, 1821. 

A. proclamation waa issaed on the S9th of March, 1823, n- 
convoking the General Congress, and on the following S4th of 
Jane, the Constituent Assemblf, as it was tenned, met With 
the exception of Chlapa, which was firm in its adherence to 
ICextco — and Nicaragna, which was distracted by internal rero- 
Intions, each State sent deputies to this Congress, thongh San 
Salvador, having dispatched troops to aid Kicarsgua, her 
depaties were not so soon seated. After the nomination of an 
executive, one of its first acts was, " the declaring of these 
provinces independent of Spain, Mexico, and everx other 
power, either of the old or new world." This is dated Jnlj 
1, 1823. 

The basis of its fiitnre Constitution, now that the Congress 
was fail; organized, was published Dec. ITtb, and Guatemala 
was declared a Federal Bepublic, comprising five States con- 
federated, under the title of the " United Provinces of Central 
America, viz., Gnatemala, consisting of thirteen Departments, 
the Capital of which was Guatemala. These Departments 
comprised one hundred and fourteen towns and villages, with 
ft population of about seven hundred thousand. San Salvador, 
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embracing four Deportmmits, Capital, San Salvador, and 
prising fiftj-five towns and villages, and a population of about 
three hundred and fifty thousand. Honduras, consisting of 
twelve Departments, Capital, Comajagua, fiffy-seven towni 
and villages, with a population of about two hundred thoa- 
sand. Nicaragua, consisting of eight Departments, Capital, 
Leon, comprising fifty-three towns and villages, with a popu- 
lation of about two hundred thousand. Costa Rica, consist- 
ing of eight Departments, Capital, San Jos^, comprising twenty- 
one towns and villages, with a population compoted at fifty 
thousand. 

These States contain about twenty-two thousand sqoire 
leagues, bounded on the north by the Atlantic, south and 
southwest by the Pacific, southeast by Yeraguas, and west 
and northeast by Mexico, comprising about one million fire 
hundred thousand inhabitants, and were to be governed on 
the principles of Federal Republicanism. The Legislative 
power was ordained to reside— first, in a Federal Congress, 
and second, in a Senate, composed of two Senators popnlarlj 
elected by each State. The Executive power was vested- 
first, in a President popularly chosen, second, in a Vice- 
President, third, in a Sapreme Court of Justice. The in- 
ternal affairs of each State to be regulated independently 
upon the following basis : first, by an Assembly of Deputies ; 
second, by a Council ; third, by a Chief ; all to be popularly 
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elected; fourth, by a Tice-CMef ; fifth, hy a Sapreme Court 
of Judicature. 

Wars and revolntions sacceeded, and the GonstitationB of 
the different States were decreed as follows : That of Qnate- 
mala, October 11th, 1825; San Salvador's, Jane 12th, 1824; 
Hondaras', December Uth, 1825; Ificaragaa's, April 6th, 
1826; Costa Rica's, Xovember 22d, 1824. In 1824, the 
Republic waa decreed under the name of " The Bepublic of 
Central America," with a national flag, haring for its armorial 
devices five volcanoes, and bearing the motto, " Dios, Union, 
Libertad," — Qod, TTnion, Liberty. 

We close onr brief sketch, and as elsewhere we have given 
the varions changes which occnrred, we shall now direct at- 
tention to the proposed Ship Canal, and present distinctly in 
ontline the progress from the Conqnest, vrith the search after 
the Secret of the Strait, the grand desideratam of the Castilian, 
which he snppoaed wonid indeed open to the Crown the gatea 
of » Paradise, little ]ess in valoe than those to be reached by 
years of contrition, penitonce, and prayer. 




From lUe Vale of Analiuac, or of Waters, embracing a beaa- 
tiful (li,slrii:t, the ivliole country, colled subsequently by tbc 
SpaiiiarJs Now Sjiaiii, reccircd tbe name of ADahuac. It 
has since beeu given to tlie doraiuious of Spain in North 
America, gecupjiug tlie entire I'Jiltiit of llie uortlierii buuudu- 
(3' 
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ries to the kingdom of Oostemala, and often embrftcing that 
territory also. 

Tbe origin of the Mexicans, or tlie nationa of Anahnac, is 
ver; obscnre ; bat according to Clangero, the Toltecas, who 
iniiabited the conntry north of Mexico, left their homes, or 
were banished, and Joorneyed south in search of a proper 
locality whereon to fix their habitation. For the space of 
one hundred and four years they wandered, till at length 
leaching the Tale of Anaboac, they erected a city fifty miles 
east of tbe city of Mexico. At Tula they founded the capital 
of a dynasty which lasted three hundred and eigbty-fonr 
years. They appear to have been well skilled in arts, indas- 
trions, civilized, and living under the government of kings in 
a peaceable manner. 

In the year 1053, a dearth and pestilence neariy desolated 
the conntry, and a great nnmber of their people having died 
of fomine, many of those who sarrived emigrated to Tncatan 
and Gnatemala, leaving but a remnant of this once floarishing 
empire in Tnla and Cholnla. For one hundred years the 
Tolteean conntry was nearly deserted. After this interval 
ttom the North came another race— the Gachemecaa— whose 
manners were less refined. The source whence they emigrated 
they called Amaqnemecan. They settled abont six miles from 
the present city of Mexico, and were governed also by kings, 
who encoaraged them to cultivate the friendship of these poor 
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Toltecans who survived, and who gratefollj taoght them ia n- 
torn maDy of the arts. 

This monarchy lasted till 1520, aearly five centariea. Other 
tribes, of which the Otomies and the Acolhaans were the chief^ 
entered into alliance with the Gachemecas. Eight years after- 
ward came the Tarascas and the Nahuatlacas. The Azteco^ 
or Mexicans were the last ; they came from a coaniry beyond 
the Gulf of California, in the year 1160, when thej moved 
southward, and traces of the buildings they left are said to exist 
on the banks of the Rio Colorado, and the Bio Gila. They 
came from a country called AzaUan. They stopped for a time 
at some point in New Biscay, about 250 miles North North- 
west from Chihuahua, and there built the Casas Grandes, in 
290 North latitude. 

This large edifice is constructed with three floors, and is 
crowned by a terrace ; the lower floor has no door, and the 
upper is accessible only by a ladder, which is still the style ia 
which the buildings of New Mexico are constructed. Thii 
House or Fort has been surrounded by a wall, Humboldt says, 
seven feet thick, and in which enormous stones were used ; the 
beams of pine are said still to exist In the centre ia a keep or 
mound — the whole has a ditch about it, and earthen pots and 
jars, with mirrors of the Iztli stone have been dug np in the 
vicinity. 

When the Aztecs left their native land, they consisted of six 
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tribes, namelf, the UezicaDS, Tepsaecu, Chslcen, Ttohuicas, 
Tlaecans, uid XocbimilcaDS. Tbey fasbioned the ima^ of 
the Deity Haitsilopochtli, at Caliacaii, on a throne, to canj 
on the shoalders of foar priests. The five tribes deserted them 
on qnitting Caliacan, and joncaeying with the Deitj, arrived at 
Tola, the Capital of which the Toltecane had bnilt, erectiag 
ftltars at all their resting-places on the road. 

Here, and in the neighborhood, they remained for twenty 
years. In 1S16, the; came to Znmpauco, a large town in the 
Vale of Anahnac, where they were kindly received, and the 
•on of the Chief, Ilboicatl, married one of their women, fh>m 
which alliance descended the race of Mexican Emperors. They 
wandered abont the Lake of Tezcuco, settling in different 
places, and at last entered into wars with the Cachemicas and 
Acolbnaos, ud were obliged to fly to some islands called Aco- 
colo, in the Sonthem part of the Mexican lakes. Here they 
remained for fifty-two years, in great poveny and distress, being 
enslaved by the chief of a petty state called Colnachan. It is 
believed by Clavigero and Hamboldt, that the Toltecs, Acol- 
hnans, Chichiroecss, and Nabnatlacs, spoke the same language, 
and probably emigrated from the same degree of North latitnde. 

A few years snbseqaently, a war ensned between the Xoch- 
imilcans and the Cholhaans, in which the Mexicans assisted 
their masters, and battled so bravely as to win their freedom. 
Tbe latter, however, treated their captives so brutally, !■• 
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homaDly catting off their ears, and offering fannum ncrifieei 
to their Deity, that the Ohief of the Cholhoaos conunanded 
them to qoit his territory. They moyed to a spot near the 
junction of Lakes Chalco and Tezcaco, which place they named 
Mexicaltsinco, and thence they went to Iztacolo, nearer the 
location of the present City of Mexico. 

Here they remained some two years, when, wandering abooti 
they discoTcred on an island in the Lake, an omen foretold by 
their oracles to be their fntnre home. They boilt acme miser- 
able reed hats, and having taken captire a Cholhoan, sacrificed 
him to their Deity,- erected an altar, and prepared to fix their 
permanent abode here. To this Island and Town they gate 
the name of Tenochtillan, and snbseqaently bailding their hats 
round the altar of Mexitli, their Qod of war, they called the 
town Mexico, or the City of Mexitli. This took place in 1325. 

The omen referred to, was, finding on a rock in the Lake^ 
the " Eagle on the Prickly Pear." Here they dwelt long in a 
wretched manner ; the situation being chosen merely from the 
omen, was uncomfortable, and also small, and finally they were 
necessitated to drive stakes, and to make dykes to the adjacent 
islets, by which means they shut out the water, and connected 
the islets so as to gain considerable space for building. They 
then furnished themselves with necessaries, constructed floating 
gardens on the lake, with mud and branches, and thus stmggled 
on through a press of privations for thirteen years, when aa 
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old quarrel havingbeeii reanmed, the; divided into two cliques ; 
ODe port; rem&iaed, while the other soaght a neighboring 
island, called bj them Tlatelolco, afterward joined to the 
others by monndB. 

The original Mexico was now divided into fonr qnsrten, 
and in the centre waa the temple of Mezitli or HoitzilopochtU. 
They remained in barbarism for some time, and sacrificed a 
dsnghter of the Chief of Golhnacan, whom, nnder a specioiu 
preUzt, thef had invited into their city. The ontniged llAtber 
waged war against them, bnt they were eqoally powerful with 
himself; their Government had been hitherto an aristocracy, 
the nation obeying a conndl of their Qreat Chiefbdn. They 
fonnd now, that a Monarchy was best adapted to their views, 
first, becanse their neighbors had adopted that form of Govern- 
ment, and second, becaase their territories consisting only of 
the City, one person was better able to perfonn the duties of 
the kingly offlce than several. Acamapitzni was therefor* 
selected their King and leader. This Prince married s 
daughter of Acolmiztll, King of Coatlican. 

The TIatelolcoa 'also chose a king, the son of the King of 
the Tepanecans, who oppressed them mnch for fifty years, 
thirty>seven of which Acamapitzni governed Mexico. He 
took another wife, and had by her a son, HintzilihintJ, and 
by his concubines several children, of whom Iicoatl was the 
most renowned. In this feign, buildings of stone were 
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erected, and caaals for use, and Tor Uia sdcaniog of tbe ti^, 
were commenced. He died in 1889, hsTing Bwnjed Ui 
BOeptre with great Boccess. Four montba afterward his wm 
Hiutzilibiatl succeeded him by the nniveraal choice of tbe 
people. He had two wires, one, tbe daughter of the Siag 
of the Tepanecas, tbe other also a princess. Bj them i» 
bad two sons, the latter bearing him the fataooa Montenni 
nbnicamina. After a reign of twentj^ jear^ be died in 1409; 
and was succeeded bj bis brother Cbimalpopoca, wbo hanDg 
been thrown into prison by tbe lung of Acolhoacao, committed 
suicide. 

Itzcoatl was the son of Acamapitzni by a slave. Thence 
ensued wars between the neighboring rival kings, especiallj 
the Tlatelolcans, who were folly equal to the AEteca. Their 
first king died in 1339. ItzcoatI, on bis accession to tin 
throne, built temples, made many public improvements, ssb- 
dned neighboring provinces, and concluded an alliance with 
tbe exited prince of Acolbuocan, whose father had been 
killed, and he the son snpplanted by an alien. This Prince 
declared war against tbe nsnrper, and took several citiea. 
ItzcoatI sent Montezuma to congratulate him. He was taken 
prisoner, but by treachery escaped to Mexico, when Maxtlaton, 
the usurper of tbe Acolhnacan throne, declared war againrt 
Mexico on account of tbe Asstecs allying themselves with tin 
exiled Prince Xexshnalc^ott. The Axtecs were terrified, and 




HONTUDIU TBI XLDXB. 819 

dflmanded of their king to toftke peftce, bat Montesanu orged 
their commeDciDg boBtilities. 

War followed : Tiotory sat doabtfal on either banner for an 
entire day : but as night approached, Monteznma, with other 
chiefa, mihing to the front, captnred, with his own hand, tho 
general of the enemy, and completely discomfited them. 
Next day the battle was renewed, when the Tepanecans were 
defeated, and their city taken. Subsequently the entire nation 
was Bubdned, and became Bubject to Itzcoat), who replaced 
-Kerahnalcajotl apon the throne. The Tcpaoecan country be 
gave to Totoqnihuatzin, with the title of Ejng of Tacuba ; 
these kings formed an alliance offensirQ and defensive. 
The Xochimilcans, fearing the power of the Aztecs, declared 
war agaiuBt them, but their strongholds and cities were taken 
by Honteznma, and fironi a petty group of island huts, 
Mexico, through the address and conrage of this Prince 
became the moat powerful of all the adjacent States. 

In 1436, at an advanced age, Itzooatl died, and Montezuma 
sacceeded to the throne. He erected an immense temple, 
obt^ntng the victims to be sacrificed at hia coronation firom a 
war then waging t>etween the Chalcese and Tezcncani, in 
which the former were defeated. This coronation was the 
most magnificent ever witnessed. 

Probably next to the Aztecs, the most valiant tribe were 
tbe Tezcncans. Although their province was araall, it waa 
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defended by nataral fortifications, high Kxlkj lidgv^ and 

deep gorges, npon whose sides bristled looee bonlden, and 
altboagb in a measure sabservient to Mexico, the Tezcacans 
ever erinced their lore for their proTince, and their abilitj to 
defend it. Bemal Diaz gives a full and glowing accoont of 
the hardy Tesscncan monntaineers, and the old soldier pajs 
them merited tributes. 

The King of Tlatelolco having formed a conspiracy against 
Itzcoatl, and having renewed his designs npon Montezuma^ 
the latter deposed him and placed Moquihnix on the throne. 
Many provinces were wrested from their chiefs to adorn the 
coronet of Montezuma. He then engaged in war with the 
King of the Mixtacas, the Hnexotzincas, and the Tlascalans, 
and suffered a reverse, though he finally defeated them. 
He conquered also the Gholulans, the Chalcese, and other 
tribes, until his empire stretched from the Gulf of Mexico 
nearly to the Pacific. In 1446, Mexico, having suffered firom 
an inundation, he constructed a dyke nine miles long, to pre- 
vent any future calamity arising from the same cause. 

Montezuma died in 1468, and was succeeded by AxaycatL 
It was under the reign of this Prince that the Provinces of the 
Tlatelolcos were added to those of Mexico, and their king's heart 
(Moquihuix) was torn out by Axaycatl. He also waged suc- 
cessful wars against the Matlatzincas, and died in 1477. His 
brother Tizoc ascended the throne. He was succeeded by his 
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■on CacamatUD, who was afterward captored by tb« Spaniarde. 
Then came AhaitzotI, his brother, who completed the Qteai 
Temple commenced hj Tizoc. The bumaa sacriGcea he offered 
at its dedication, it is said, amoanted to BeTent; thoosaud. 
This took place in 14S6 luid 148T, when Mexico was violently 
shaken by an earthquake. This monarch was a warrior from 
his birth. His conqaests esteoded to Qaatemala, a distanca 
of nine hundred miles from his Capital The Aztecs, how- 
ever, were defeated in 14t6 bj the Atlexcans, nader their 
Chief, HnexotziDcas. 

Abnitzotl died in 1502. Then sncceeded Montezuma the 
Second, called Montezoma Xocotzio, or the Youager, who 
was a Priest, and a Prince of extreme bravery. Bia corooa- 
fttion woii more magnificent than any of bis predecessors, while 
his household retinue was composed solely of people of nmk, 
whom he favored particularly, at the expense of the other 
classes. His style of living was most sumptaons, and extrava- 
gance marked his every measure ; he was bigoted — a patron 
of the arts, generooa, and swayed his sceptre with dignity, 
though his disposition was extremely haughty and tyrannical 

At this period, when Montezuma's kingdom had nsen to 
nnnsnal splendor, the Spaniards having settled in Cnlw and 
Hispaniola, determined to explore the Continent to the West, 
and Tasco KuSez de Balboa, having landed on the Coast, 
descried the Pacific from the sammit of the mountains. This 
31 
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was in 1513. The empire of the Aztecs at this time extended 
fire hundred leagues from East to West, and two hundred from 
North to Sonth. Montezama died, and was succeeded bj his 
brother Quetlaoaca or Cuitlahuitzin, in 1520, who gare en- 
dence of proring a good king. He prepared to receire the 
Spaniards in his Capital, but in the same year, during the prep- 
arations for the continuance of the war which had been so 
rigorously carried on by his brother, he died of the small-poz, 
and his nephew Guatimozin occupied the throne. 

The characters of Montezuma and Ouatimozin are so wdl 
known, that it would be idle and useless to dwell upon them 
here. The courage and constancy of the latter during his 
defense of Mexico have been favorite themes of former writeis, 
and it is well known that be was captured in a canoe by San- 
doval, one of the officers of Cortes. His address to the latter 
when he appeared a prisoner before him will never be forgot- 
ten. " I have done my duty as a king — sheathe your dagger 
in my body — my life is now useless to myself and my subjects." 

Although a captive, and allowed to remain in the Capital upon 
certain pretexts, Cortes took him with him in an expedition to 
Honduras. During the march thither, one of the Indian con- 
verts in his train, informed Cortes that a conspiracy had been 
set on foot by his captive-king with the Cacique of TacuUs 
and other nobles, to seize a favorable moment when the army 
should be entangled in the defile or morass, and rise upon the 
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SpaniardB. After the deHtmction of the latter, th« Indlun 
were to parch on to Hondnras, and cat off the Spanish Kttlen 
there, theo to return to Mexico, effect a general riling of 
the tribes, seize the vessels, and thai exterminate the invadera. 

Cortes immediately arrested Oaatimozin and the Astee 
lords in his truo. From the latter he learned ttieimth of the 
Indian's stor;, they alleging that the plot had been planned by 
the Prince, bnt denying their oim participation in it. The 
Prince neither denied nor acknowledged the accniation, bat 
maintained a dogged and Btnbbom silence. It was eTident, 
boverer, that a rising of the Aztecs had been disciuwd, if 
not planned. Cort^ ordered them to instant ezecatlon, and 
the prince with otfaer nobles was hnng from the brancbei of a 
ceiba tree by the roadside. lliaB closed the line of the Im- 
penal Attecs in 1525, although the Imperial career waa 
finished on the IStb of Angnst, 1521, the day on which Uio 
Capital waa taken. Here coded the rac« of Mexican Em- 
perors, after a period of one boodred and niaety-ieren years, 
and three hundred years from the emigntion of the tribe to 
Mexico. 

Cortes poshed on, bnt snbeeqnnstJy alarmed by (idivgi of 
discoDtmt tnvwii^ in bis Capital, be rciarsed to Mezieo. Tbt 
Conqoest of Nicarag:na, Costa Biea, Darieo, and Ute Oatf of 
Panama, would scarce hare been too remote for Ibe briJliast 
* of tUs ^limg adTent«nr, b»d sot FaAe nlled oOier- 
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wise. Basely treated by the conntry for which he had gathered 
immease reyenues, he retarned to Spain to arge his daims, 
and to avow his innocence of all preferred charges. After a 
series of misfortanes, he finally withdrew to the Tillage of 
Castilleja de la Caesta, attended by his son, where, on the 2d 
of December, 1547, in the sixty-third year of his age, he died 
of a broken heart. 

His remains were transported to the Chapel of the Monastoy 
of San Isidro in the City of Seville, where they were placed in 
the family vault of the Dake of Medina Sidona. In 1562, 
they were removed by his son Don Martin, to New Spain, and 
laid in the monastery of St. Francis in Tezcnco, by the side of 
his wife, DoSa Catalina Pizarro, and a daughter. In 1629 
they were again removed, and on the death of Don Pedro they 
were taken to the Church of St. Francis in the City of Mexico. 
Notwithstanding this removal, they were not permitted to 
rest by the authorities of Mexico, but in 1794 were taken 
to the Hospital of Jesus of Nazareth. In 1823 a mob, in 
commemoration of the era of their National Independence and 
their detestation of the early Spaniards, prepared to break open 
the tomb holding the ashes of the Conqueror and scatter them 
to the winds ; the authorities even did not interfere, but the 
family, or their friends, entered the vault by night, and 
Secretly removed the relics. 

Cortf^s, by his first marriage, had no children. By his 
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Bccond be left four: a sod, Don Martin, and three d&aghtera, 
irho formed splendid alliancea. "He also left," says Prescott, 
"several nntnral children, whom he particniarlj mentions in 
his testament, and honorably provides for. Two of these, 
Don Martin, the son of Marina, and Don Lnis Cortes, at- 
tained coneiderablo distinction, and were created Comenda- 
dores of the Order of St. Jago. The male line of the Mar- 
qaesses of the Tallcy, became extinct in the fonrth generation. 
The title and estates descended to a female, and by her marriage 
were united with those of the honse of Terranova, descendants 
of the 'Great Captain' Gonsalvo de Cordova. By a enbee- 
qnent marriage, they were carried into the family of the Dnlte 
of M on tele one, a Neapolitan noble." 

Montezoma, dying, commended three favorite daughters to 
the protection of Cortes. After the death of the emperor, 
they were baptized, and snbseqnently married to Spaniards 
of honorable descent and family, and from them descended 
several noble honses of Spain. To Doiia Isabel, Corbis 
granted the city of Tacnba, and several other places as a 
dowry. The honse at Caatillcja de la Cuesta, near Seville, 
Spain, formerly occapied by CortiSs, has been recently pur- 
chased by the Dakc de Montpensier, with a view to its being 
repaired and preserved as a national monument. Tlie Span- 
iards do not oflen trouble themselves abont their antiquities. 

And here having traced the career of Hnnando Oortta ^ 
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its close, we may, witboat yiolence to our narratire, wAteri to 
another Spanish adyentnrer, Pizarro, the Conqaeror of Pern, 
who after planting the Cross of the Cnisade upon Hie desolated 
altar of the Incas, was assassinated in his piJace on Sundaj 
the 26th of Jane, 1541. Pizarro, unprepared as he was, 
baffled for a long time the combined efforts of sixteen assaO* 
ants to dispatch him, bat finally OYcrpowered, he sank, hit 
body pierced with the swords of seyeral of the conspirators. 
The dying conqueror traced a cross with his finger on the 
bloody floor, bent down his head to kiss it, marmnring "Jesal 
Jesn I" when a stroke ended his struggling existence. 

The friends of Pizarro prevailed on his enemies to suffer 
them privately to inter his remains. The body was wrapped 
in a cotton cloth, and removed to the Cathedral ; a grave was 
dog in an obscure corner, the services hurriedly completed, 
and thus, in secrecy, was the Corse of the Conqaeror consigned 
to kindred dust. In the language of Gomara, '* There was 
none even to say, ' God forgive him 1' " 

Subsequently, upon the restoration of tranqaillity, the re- 
mains were placed in a coffin, and deposited ander a mono- 
ment in a conspicuous part of the Cathedral. In 1607, his 
bones were removed to the New Cathedral, where they re- 
posed by those of Mendoza, Viceroy of Peru. Pizarro was 
never married, but by an Indian Princess of the Inca blood, 
he had a son and daughter. Both sorvived him, bat the son 
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died ere reaching mwibood. The mother w«dd«d Aw(>iiens 
a Spanish cavalier, aud retnoved with him to Spain. Uw 
daughter Francisca accooipauiod her, aud 8Qbsw|ueut)jr mar- 
Tied her ancle, Hernando Pizarro. The title and evtateH of 
Fnucisco did not descend to his iilcgitimato offiprlug ) hut 
in the third generation the title was revived in favor of Doii 
Juan Hernando Pizarro, who was created Harquli d« la 
Conqneata, with a liberal peuaion. Hii denoendauti, buariug 
this title, ar« still to be foaad, laja PreMOtt, at TruxiUo, lu 
the ancient province of Eatramadnra, the birtb-phwe of tbo 
Fizarros. 

Id a " Ramhle from Sydney to Soutbamptuu," publliibed In 
1851, the following interesting article appeara : " In th« crypt, 
under the high altar, are deposited the rouuUus of the <i«Ia- 
brated Pizarro, who was assassinated hard by. A small piana 
of silver, which I dropped into the hand of the attuudiuK 
sacristan, procured me admission into the erjpi, Dssoiudiuif 
a few steps, I entered a small place, so»« twetttr feet Utugt 
quite light, aad wbibewasbed, and which ssxelt aud looked so 
mach like a eomfonatfle wl(m««1W, thai I caugiil wyMlf 
more than oncse kroklng roaud for tide Imus aud bottles. TIm 
£rst ot^tsct I saw vac a W^ ttfuar* UtoA*, mtattfuAtiA by 
the er«n figure <£ su A.Uwt, and, «1om by, in a uitn>/w «fM*' 
ing ia tint; aail, 1 uuUved, aiial Upa a^>}iwiftid iv aw U( be • 
KoQaaiua <£ diM.17 rafjc, bst a clo«er iiuifMCUosL pr»r44 fihrt 
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this waa in tiiat remained of Uie renowned Conqueror of 

nc had still on him the clothes and shoes which he wore «t 
the tiine of his assassiaation. Of conrse bis bod; is nothing 
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the dast of cuntnrics hud 
light-brown color, and It 
'be body in placed on % 
position, ftnd waa |)Bt In 
t of the way. The folks in Lima 



but a skeleton, covered will 

features are ^cernible. ' 

white linen Bw&thed around 

collected on it, and turned 

almost palreriees when ti 

narrow piece of plank, in a 

this hole merely to get it on 

do not think any thing of tlie remains of poor Fizarro, and I 

dare say that a little money, judiciously invested, wonid procure 

for any cnriosity-hunter the whole of his remains." Dr. Colicn 

of IJallimore has one of the fingers of Pizarro. 

Thus closed the lives of the most ilUistrious leaders of the 
Conquest known in Spanish history. The followers of Pizarro 
and Corti's were fnr from being the chivalry of 0!il Spain ; 
they were adventurers, whose mintls, excited and elated by the 
returns of gold and precious stones from Jlctieo and Peni, 
only saw in those new regions a prodigality of wealth, to bo 
won by the swords of the daring, and who, probably, banknipt 
in fortune, dreamed of an El Dorado, where, in a single cam- 
paign, they might regain fabulous riches, and riot in Indian 
pleasures. 
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Tbe Crosa ^wred npon despoiled shrines, wbether of tiio 
Aztecas or the Incas, only added a cloali, a solemDity, an 
earnestness to their purpose ; but the crneltiea attendant npon 
the introduction of the Holy Catholic Faith were strange 
argnments wherewith to justify tiie ConfeBSor's lessons of 
Justice, Hnmility, Oood-will, and Lore 1 From the throne to 
tbe hut, the population received the new Faith, baptised witb 
the blood of their feilow-beinge, and the bigotry and reckless- 
ness of the Fathers of the Conquest bnt illy parceled the acts 
of Him, who on Golgotha offered himself for the Redemption 
of mankind I It ia to these scenes of plunder, pillage, and vio- 
lence, the memory of the exiled Indian Tererts, as he gazes npon 
the Holy Cross — he feels an awe creeping over his soul, as 
be marks the Fathers, as of yore, chanting the Mass, and he 
innately shudders as he notes the dominion of the Chnrch 
extending over his natiTe haunts. 

It has been said by some writer, " that from the ontermost 
margin of this Continent to the shores of the Atlantic, the name 
and fame of Montezuma is cherished by tbe varioas tribes." 
Many of the Indians of Nicaragua, with still unextinguished, 
tbongh secret reneration for their hidden Idols, nourish the 
hope, and sacredly cling to the belief, that this most nnfortunate 
of the Aztec Emperors, will yet retnm and re-establish his 
Empire, and, hoping for the Paraiso of yore, where, ere tbe 
mailed steeds of Castile brought dismay and cam^^, Monte* 
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Euma, to his people, was the reflection of their Deitj — the 
impersoDation of lofinitj. 

We have thus given an extended sketch of the origin of 
Mexican civilization, because Onatemala at the time referred 
to comprised Nicaragua, and was peopled by the same tribes 
or their descendants. The flow of Empire has been west- 
ward ; the gems of Honduras, the fertile vallejs of Costa Rica, 
with her pearl fisheries, the minerals of Nicaragua^ with its 
salubrious climate^ — these attracted the araricioas Conqaeron, 
and ere long they broke in upon the peacefulIy-goTemed 
plains whither the shattered remnants of the yanqaished had 
fled, and found a temporary retreat 

Nicaragua was justly termed El Paraiso de Mahoma. The 
early tribes who had journeyed from the far distant North, 
where wars were waging, found, as they progressed in their 
exile, pleasant hills and valleys, luxuriantly covered with shady 
groves and pleasant fruits, where nature offered them a gene- 
rous support and exacted but little, if any labor in return. 
The spirit of the warlike grew more social as he came in con- 
tact with his fellow-man, and the magical power of agriculture 
revealed to him something beyond a subsistence to be gained 
by weapons imbued in his brother's blood. 

The warrior, in his sterner Northern clime, had imbibed a 
spirit, a love for war, but in the soft luxuriancy of the South, 
new scenes suggested new ideas, and prompted the erection 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

EL SECRETO DEL ESTREOHO — THE SECRET OF THE STRAIT. 

CORTES IN SEARCH OP THE STRAIT — WHAT PRBSCOTT SATS ABOUT IT— ITBIT 
OTIEDO THOUGHT OP CORTES* OPIXION — ALTARADO IH SEARCH OP IT — CMMlt- 
TOTAL DE OLID TRIES HIS HAXD — THE SECRET TO MAKE CHARI.KS THE FirTB 
LOKD OP THE WORLD — ALL THE MARITIME NATIONS OP EUROPE TRTI56 T9 
PENETRATE IT — SPAIN EAGER ON THE SCBJECT — BALBOA CLAIVS THf 
^TIRE PACIFIC OCEAN — RBTEL8 IN GOLD AND GEMS — FIMALLT SCPFEU 
AS A TRAITOR — PEDRO ARIAS AND HIS TREACHERY — THB CONQUERORS OP 
MEXICO AND PERU MEET IN HONDURAS — MUTUAL ASTONISHMENT OF THB Wit- 

RI0R8 — SPECULATION STILL RIPE AS TO THE STRAIT THE SECRET TET IS 

EMBRTO— FIVE POINTS OF TRANSIT — THE RIO SAN JUAH AND THE RAPIDS- 
OBJECTIONS TO A SHIP CANAL — ADVANTAGES OP A RAILWAY — ESTIMATES 
AND REMARKS. 

Cortes in 1524 fitted ont an Expedition, the principal ob- 
ject of which was to discover a Strait which shonid connect 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. He also had another squad- 
ron of five vessels for the same purpose in the Gulf of Mexico, 
to take the direction of Florida. This discovery was then, as 
(332) 
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ethers have been in onr times, "the great ignie fataag of nari* 
gatora." Prescott very justly remarks: "By somo it waa 
supposed that the Kio San Juan had been at one time naviga- 
ble for frigates, and the Lakes Nicaragaa and MaDagoa, as 
well as the Bio Tipitapa, were also considered to be one vast 
sheet, and thence, there seemed to the eatly Spaniards, to be 
a certain esit to the PaciQc." 

Oviedo, althoagb he considered Cortes "the greatest cap- 
taJD and most practiced in military affairs of any we have 
known," tboaght his opinion relative to the Strait " proved 
him to be no great coamographer." The conversations and 
correspondences of men of science touch frequently upon this 
subject Colnmbas wrote to the Emperor: "Tour Majesty 
may be assured that, as I know liow much yon have at heart 
the discovery of this Great Secret of a Strait, I shall postpbne 
all interests and projects of my own for the fulfillment of this 
grand object." {Martyr, Opua, Epiat. Ep. 811.) Alvarado 
was deputed, with a large force of Spaniards and Indians, 
to descend the sonthern plateau of the Cordilleras, and pene- 
trate the countries beyond Oaxaca. This Expedition ter- 
minated in the Conquest of Guatemala. 

An armament was equipped and placed under the command 
of Chriatoval de Olid, who was to steer for Honduras, and 
plant a colony on its northern coast A detachment of this 
squadron was subsequently to cruise along its soutbem shore 
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toward Darien in search "of the mysterious Strait" TTie 
country was reported to be so foil of gold, that " the fisher- 
men used gold weights for their nets." (^JReL Quarta, Ap. 
Lorenzana, page 385.) 

In 1523, the Emperor Charles Y. enjoins Cortes to seardi 
carefully for it, and the latter in reply, adds : " It would render 
the King of Spain master of so many kingdoms that he might 
consider himself Lord of the World." Cort^ howerer, was 
compelled to return to Spain, and the search was abandoned. 

The Romans knew little of a world beyond the Western 
waves ; their acquaintance with Southern and Middle Europe, 
and a portion of Africa and Asia being imperfect and limited, 
for they were not a maritime nation, and water is the element 
of the discoyerer. Subsequently Europe, being divided into 
independent nations, the Republics on the Baltic and Mediter- 
ranean launched their vessels upon the waves, seeking com- 
mercial advantages, while Spain and Portugal competed with 
the Eastern Caravans in their search for another avenue lead- 
ing to the Indian Spice Islands. 

" The discovery of a strait into the Indian Ocean," Bays 
Prescott, " was the burden of every order from the Government 
The discovery of an Indian passage is the true key to the 
maritime movements of the fifteenth, and the first half of the 
sixteenth centuries.'' And again : " The eagerness to explore the 
wonderful secrets of the New Hemisphere became so active, tbst 
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the principal citicB of Spun were, in a manner, depopolated, 
&s emigrants thronj^ed one after another to take their chances 
upon the deep." 

The Tenitian Ambassador, Andrea Naragicro, who traveled 
throngh Spain in 1625, notices the general fever of emigration. 
Seville, in particnlv, be aajs, was so stripped of its inhabit- 
ants, that the city was left almost to the women. " The El 
Dorado," where the sands sparkled with gems, and golden 
pebbles as lai^e as birds'-eggs were said to be dragged ont of 
the streams in nets, the emerald mines of Pern, where the gems 
were fonnd upon the surface, the tarqnoises and amethysts of 
infinite varieties. Mid the massive chiuns of gold, composed of 
large Inmps of the precioas metal, of exquisite quality, wooed 
the adventnroDS to this Land of Light, called by the Spaniards, 
Castillo del Oro— Golden Castile. 

What were naked Indians, armed with spears, cinhs and 
primitive weapons, to the shield, helm, and coats of mail of 
the Castillian Knights? What were hnnger, thirst, fevers, 
death even, to those who, from continnona poverty, heard tales 
of enchantment, and tottered from their conches, to enrol them- 
selves under the banners of the Conquerors 1 What to them 
was the Holy Caa^e — the Faith? Xut what buoyed the 
Templars and Hospitallers on the arid sands of the East — a 
watchword of belief— and who dying in defense of the Bed 
Cross, were assnred of an eternity in Paradise I No t Tlw 
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incentiTe was gold, and while the Astecs momned their 
national degradation, new altars were boilded, and a new Grod 
adored. Even then, the golden shores of the Pacific were jet 
unexplored — ^nnknown. 

How magnificently resounded through Castile the report of 
Yasco Nnfiez de Balboa, the discoverer of the Southern Ses, 
who while weighipg some gold collected firom the Qatives, wis 
accosted by a young chieftain, who had beea attentiyely mark- 
ing the satisfaction expressed upon the features of the strangerL 

*' What I is it this you desire f " said the Barbarian. 

'* Yes I" replied the Chivalry of the Conquest. " Gold 1 Gold !" 

The chief struck the scales with his hand, and scattering 
the treasure far and wide, contemptuously exclaimed, " If this is 
what you so much prize that you are willing to abandon your 
distant homes, and risk even life itself for it, I can tell you of a 
land where they eat and drink out of golden vessels, and gold 
is cheap as iron is with you. To the North I To the North !" 
and Balboa, armed to the teeth, rushed frantically to the 
Pacific, where he exclaimed, '' I claim this unknown sea with 
all that it contains for the King of Castile, and I will make 
good the claim against all. Christian or Infidel, who dare gain- 
say iV—(^Herrera—D€c. 1, Lib. 10, Cap. 2.) 

Darien was occupied, but Balboa in 1519 transferred bis 
Capital to the ancient site of Panama, which although un- 
healthy, was favorably located for maritime enterprise. Years 
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el&peed, and the conotry South of this was ansoaght, the de- 
tection of a Strait which was snppoBed most intersect some 
portioD of the extended Isthmos, being enforced strictlj hj 
the QoTernment. Balboa next landed oa the shores of a 
temtorj, the name of whose Prince, was Conra. Thence he 
navigated varioas streams and baya, and steered toward the ' 
dominions of a Caciqae named Tamaco. 

This Chief opposed the landing of the strangers,, bat peace 
ensning, the Spaniards received manj raloable presents in 
token of entire pacification. Some of the servants of the chief 
bronght gifts of gold to the valne of six hundred and fourteen 
pieceB>of-eight, and two hundred and forty-five lai^e pearls, 
with many others, which, thongh small, were bright. These 
gems were not so white as osual, owing to the Indians having 
Tised fire in opening the oysters. The Spaniards evincing such 
great joy upon receiviug the pearls, the Cacique sent some of 
his Indians to fish, who within four days, returned with as 
many as weighed no less than ninety-six onnces. The Cacique 
assured NuSez that there was a conntry aboat five leagaes 
from thence, where there was an abundance of large oysters, 
which contained pearls as large as beans. 

SubseqaentI;, NuSez was created Lord Lieutenant of the 

Countries on the South Seas by the Crown, Pedro Arias 

d'A villa having been chosen Oovemor of Castillo del Oro. 

This officer is commonly called Pedrarias by the Spanish 

S3 
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wniers. Ndfez io 1317, in iht 43d jm of Ua ag^a 
a- n ir^itOT, for hniiDic Eened Ua Prinoe wtib too a 
and ndcli^. A coiirw of cndljr fiiwlljr compdM P«dn 
Ari^is to Uiink of remoring fnim bu palace at Pwiboi^ to 
eouie remote spot, where w woold Tofgct, If thty 

wi>ulU not forgire him. 

A>)out the beginuiDg ol Conn of Spain, vwmd 

wiih contionat coinplainb Im, ile^fnaincd to end a 

successor; Pedro liearii determined to retfn to 

Nicaragua, whose conqoi. altempted by Franeiseo 

Hernandez, he resolved to secure to himself. Francisco ad- 
vanced cordially to meet tiim, l>nt Pedro pretending to hate 
received iufornintio]! that ilie latter intended to revolt, treacli- 
eroiisly seiKed, and had liira beheaded. Haled and despised, 
yet he was confirmed in hi,< government of Xicarngua, a fitting 
tool for the IiKjuisiturial rick nnd cord. 

Teragiia and Co ta I i ere subsequently occu]>ied by 
other leaders, and tl e i Ilk 1 ts, forcing their way through 
morapses. over mou In I 1 rough dense jungles, started 

nghnst, when in Ho 1 r ll y I ird the trumpets of Christ- 
inn comrades pcaliii£; defiance, nnd rushed astonished inin 
mulnal view. TIicti, and nf.| till tlicn, bad the survey of i),is 
wild llealm been com[iletcd, ami (he "arriors met, only In 
exchange tales of uondor, feals of daring or legend.s of pleasure, 
one exhibiting gold and gems, anotlier magnificently painting 
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the beftaties of the aoft-eyed Amazons, or tbe dasky daoghten 
of down-trodden Azatlan. 

Since that time specalation has been rife, relative to the 
Strait, and five points of Transit have been indicated, which 
we give, althoQgb Mr. Sqnier has already written very ably 
apon the subject 

First The Isthmns of Tehnantcpec, between the sonrces of 
the River Chimalpa and the Haaaacoalco, falling into the 
Atlantic. 

Second. The Isthmna of Nicaragna, by the Klver San Jaan, 
Lake Nicaragna to the Gnlf of Fonseca, the Onlf of Pap^aya, 
or the Port of Kealejo. 

Third. Tbe Isthmns of Panama. 

FoDrth. The Isthnms of Darien. 

Fifth. The Isthmns between the Rio Atrato, falling into tbo 
Atlantic, and tbe Rio CEioco, falling into the PaciGc. 

From tbe Lake Nicaragna, however, several routes have 
been anggested. One by the River Sapoa to the Bay of Sali- 
nas. One by the Rio Lajas near Rivaa, (however, utterly 
impracticable), to San Jnan del Snr, the present Transit. 
Another, by tbe Rio Tipitapa to the Port of Tanmrinda, on 
tbe Pacific, or to Realejo, or by the Estero Real to the Bay of 
Fonseca. 

In the first place, the Rio idan Juan has many Rtrenmi 
iasning ftom it, which bleed it so profnsely, th«t st tiniu ptoii 
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the boats drawing eighteen inches ran agroand ; tlie Taaro, Col- 
orado, Serapaqai, and the San Carlos, must first be dammed up, 
ere a sufficient volume of water could be had upon which reliance 
might be based. I have weighed maturely the Yarious sug- 
gestions of those interested in this Canal, and if I mistake not, 
Mr. Sqnier expresses doubts as to the nayigability of the San 
Juan for vessels of large size. He also deems the Castillo 
Rapids a formidable objection. 

I do not believe these Rapids to be the result of anj up- 
heaving from natural causes, but are chiefly artificial, and I 
further believe, that were these mouths, the Colorado, Taoro, 
and the San Juan dammed, the immense body of water flowing 
from the Lake, would cut and keep open a very considerable 
channel, which would greatly improve navigation. The Col- 
orado being the heaviest' drain, I paid minute attention to this 
bleeder, and do not doubt that a comparatively small sum paid 
to an enterprising Yankee, would sufficiently choke it off. 

The Rapids of Machuca, Mico, Los Yalos, and the Toro, 
are inconsiderable, though of course each of these obstmctions 
would receive their quota of a capital raised for their removal. 
The difficulty of Ship Transit never occurred to me to arise 
from any of these, but solely from the nature of the base of the 
River, and in a measure from the nature of its banks, they being 
BO yielding as to add greatly to the alluvial deposits, during 
the rainy season. The bottom of the river is flinty rock, and 
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ui iDcalcalable ftmoaot of labor and monej woald be required 
for the coDBtraction and completion of the Great Ship Canal. 

Bat wh; shoald the world at large harp forever on this mode 
of Transit ? Why not attempt a railway from Greytomi, on 
the right bank of the Bio San Jnan, to San Carlos ? The 
idea is as valaable as his who anggested the Canal ! For all 
pnrposea, sapposiag steamships to angment, trade wonid be 
aa greatly facilitated, if not in a greater degree, than by a 
Canal. Sapposing the latter to be completed, voald not a 
longer time be required for the passage of ships from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific than woald be necessary for the un- 
loading at Greytown and the reloading at San Carlos together 
with the overland railroad conTeyaoce f Steamers npon the 
Lake would be necessary of coarse, and yet trade wonId be 
facilitated immensely, for in the event of each an arrange- 
ment, Americans woald fonn a Dacleos aioand each, depot, 
and there need be no necessity for depending upon the Nica- 
ragnans. 

A Gne trade would ansae fWim the interior alon&— Nlca- 
ragna wonld be benefitted by it, as also Costa Rica, and in a 
mnch less time conid a railroad be constmcted. I believe it 
to be aa practicable as the Canal. Bat the latter has occnpied 
the general attention, and although the Government of Kica- 
ragna has entered repeatedly into negotiations for snch a 
desirable national improvement, the ignis fataus survives the 
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Bttempt A pamphlet was written upon this sabject bj the 
present Emperor of France, Loais Napoleon, when at Ham, 
but it is devoid, I believe, of the merit claimed for it bj its 
author, and his estimates are certainly incorrect 

Baily estimates the Rio San Juan, including its windings, 
to be eighty-eight miles in length, and therefore it has a fall 
of about sixteen inches to the mile. The result of three hun- 
dred and fifty-one levels taken by him in 1838 between Sao 
Juan del Sur and the mouth of the Rio Lajas, shows that the 
level of the Lake is one hundred and twenty-eight feet three 
inches above that of the Pacific. Mr. Lloyd estimates the 
Pacific at low water in the Bay of Panama, to be six feet six 
inches lower than the Caribbean Sea at Chagres. Assuming 
this, we have Lake Nicaragua one hundred and twenty-one fei*t 
nine inches above the Atlantic. The variation of the level with 
the season is about six feet six inches. 

Relative to the cost of making such an immense Canal, 
which would most probably be the largest in the world, and 
fit to be stamped Napoleon de Nicaragua, could it be ecu- 
structed for two hundred millions of dollars, would the trade 
guaranty its outlay ? Eight out of every ten laborers sent 
there would die — provisions could be obtained only at exor- 
bitant prices, while the comforts of a home could not be had 
on any terms. In many localities on this river it rains every 
day iu the year while heavy fogs lie above the tree tops, pro- 
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ducing ft close, dftmp, choking atmosphere, markedly op- 
presBive. 

The change U very remarkable as 70a touch the Lake. 
There the air is fresher and purer, but as 7011 descend the 
rirer yoa feel at once that you have reached a different climate. 
And ^aio, fael along this Transit is fast becoming scarce. 
The nood being porons and wet, generates bnt little steam, 
aud the stations are illy supplied. Coal conid be transported 
on the railway from the Atlantic Terminus to the Pacific, bnt 
this can be done to little extent now, npon the stem-wheel 
boats. At times during the rainy season, they can barely 
carry their load of passengers, and I have known the river- 
boats to run aground on sand-bars formed within twenty-four 
hours, and forced to remain there frequently all night, exposing 
their liring freight to the most insinuating rain. There they 
voald anchor till daybreak, when, to llgbUn the craft, the 
passengers wonld have to leap overboard, aud give a "help- 
ing hand." 

To those who dream of a Ship Canal, I only add, be no 
longer befogged — and to those Capitalists whose expectancies 
are merged in vessels and foreign trade, I would suggest the 
Railway as equally feasible. Beds of coal have been dis- 
covered in Costa Rica aud on the Mosquito Coast, and con- 
sequently this article could be had at less expense than tin 
poor wood of the neighboring country. 
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For porposefl beyond a trayeling TtBiidty the Rio San 
Juan will not be ofied for many years to come ; and should a 
Railway be constmcted through the Ghiriqni District^ where 
adyantages are greater for a dmilar mode of transportation, 
travel would decrease on the Nicaragua Transit^ inasmuch u 
there is wanting capital and energy with the inhabitants, and 
the state of the country will be no doubt for years as it has 
been, unsettled, and foreign Capitalists will not Tentore where 
there are so many diances for outlay, and so few for reyenne, 
without the Cass and Yrisarri Treaty be fnllj and fairly 
entered into. 

Should the Goyemment of Nicaragua be once firmly based, 
and not made the butt for contending factions^ as heretofore it 
has been, this State may occupy the most important position 
on the Map of New Spain ; and should her mines be explored, 
her reyenues would guaranty extensiye public improyements 
worthy of a nation, which in many respects is far superior to 
the different races which surround her — remnants of the exiki 
from dismantled Azatlan. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 
BoiTHCia or i. HitioB't QRBATirMa — ram rnTCBB or niciBiaci — 



r TBI coxqciiT- 



The cardinal sources of a nation's ^eatnega are, no doubt, 
Agiicaltore, Commerce, and Mannfactnrea. Nicaragua can 
only, to a very limited extent, claim them aa standards of her 
present position as an independent and Tigoroos BepabBc 
Weak in her army, devoid entirely of a marine, sbe p 
(8*6) 
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bat little ability to defend herself from the armed aggresson 
or fiUibnsters, who seek wealth, pleasure, and repose in her 
invitiDg territory. 

With a population sufficient to rouse her from the lethargy 
of the Post, with products capable of enabling her to assume 
her proper rank among vigorous nations, and with a super- 
abundance of mineral wealth wherewith to support her dignity 
as a Republic, naught seems wanting save an innate spirit of 
Enterprise. As yet, her minerales yield gold only to strangers ; 
her extent of public lands are unredeemed from total neglect ; 
Disunion^ that baneful, leprous curse, prowls through her 
realm, and Religion, in the absence of her first-bom — Educa- 
tion, doubly mourns the inattention to her invocations. Lying 
in the path of the thriving, enterprising Republic of the United 
States, she must either rouse from her apathy, or she will 
indeed add, in a few years, but one more star to our Banner. 

A wise provision in the Constitution of a State may woo 
the stranger to her domain, a cold reserve will chill his 
approach. The Plain of Leon is admirably adapted to the 
cultivation of sugar, and many sections to the growth of 
cotton. Her tobacco ranks high, her soil is generous, and to 
the agriculturist indeed inviting. Her mines are abundant 
and wealthy. Can it be that she will indulge in the apatJby 
of the by-gone ? Where the rank grass waves, crops of 
maize should flourish, and where the swarthy Cayman re- 
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poses, the settler would obtcuD his mack for regetation. A 
little liberality npoa tho part of its GoTemmeDt would qnicklj 
meet ao ample recompense. From San Jorge to Real^o are 
fouDd haciendas, with but few exceptious, in ctcd tolerable 
condition. Kver/wbere is a lack of enterprise and capital. 
A BjBtem of drainage would prodoce au ample supply of 
excellent water, and the climate would hence be improved. 
' To an American, life iu this land would pass as a pleasant 
dream. 

To him who, reared in the moantainoDS districts of the 
TTnitcd States, seeks bracing lur and a life of excitement, 
Micaragaa offers great indncements ; to the ardent Sonthemer, 
Kivas, Granada, Uanagna, and Leon appeal ; to the entbn- 
eiast who would woo Nature, here is she prolific in charms, 
and to him who has dived deeply into the yawning gulfs in 
search of ores, I can only add, here he cannot he disappointed. 
With a population introduced, composed of such, the Fntnre 
of this State would indeed be glorions. With the proposed 
Canal and her Bobsequently-dereloped resouices, we could 
proudly acknowledge this Central Land as a kindred Republic. 
But as I write, her destiny is being recorded. She must awake, 
or Bleep forever; for while she apathetically resigns herself 
to an inactivity neither " masterly" nor advantageous, a vigor- 
ous Republic is on the wing, whose tramp is heard on the 
neighboring islands as she marches to her Pacific children. 
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Tbe European powers are coQcentrating on the cuters 
borders of Aiia. Australin, rrou being a jiciitl colony, xpringi 
magically into imporlauce, her gold repkuisliing tbe exiiansttii 
coffers of the Eastern Ueraisuhure, while her ugricuUarml re- 
sources, TMt, illimitable, ii 
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ia, and American iuQuenoa 
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Willis, and inqniringly scati 
k, cold in climate, breaks the fettera 
mU without jcalousy,'marks our Flag upon foreign 
lauds and seas, and meets ns openly and fairly in our nationul 
exdinngcs. 

Spain perceives onr shadow lying on the threshold of tlic 
halls of the Montezumas — oh the dominions of the Ineas — on 
the shores of the Antilles — and she feels we must eventually 
plow her ancient empire on this Continent. And how true 
the suggestion that whatever France, England, Russia, and 
Sjiain may accomplish here, our Republic must eventually be- 
come enriched thereby. The Empire of Brazil exists, 'tis true, 
and Portugal possesses in her transatlantic territory a treas- 
ure. Yet her minerals are undeveloped, her forests unknown, 
her diamond mines but imperfectly worked, and her agricuilu- 
ral resources certainly not in a progressive state 



THl BXFUBLICS OV TBI BOTTTHSBN OONTIKKNT. 849 

The Boldfers of Pisarro inculcated in Peni not an idea of 
thrift. They marched over her soil, despoiling, mnrderiog, 
blighting. The indnstiy of her population was crushed in 
the germ, and the public works of the Incaa, grand in concep- 
tion and magnificent in design and detail, hare fallen to decay, 
or remain in a state of semi -completion, as when the gold- 
shod steeds of the Conqnerors knelled an the arched bridges 
death and devastation through the heart of their Empire. 
The CbiliauB are somewhat awakening firom their past degra- 
dation, though the South Americans, generally, are but little 
removed from the slavish condition in which they were when 
the Mother of the Conqoest abandoned the New World for 
her Hispanian shores. 

In proportion as the Eastern shores of Asia become thronged 
with Europeans, are the resources of onr Pacific States de- 
veloped, and thither are drawn magnetically the Republics of 
the Sonthem Continents, who, enervated by hitherto spas- 
modic kite-flying iu bogos minerales and short-lived specula- 
tions, seek our enterprising markets, not only desiring to ac- 
quire affinities political, bat to partake of the wealth which 
is steadily flowing to as in honorable, orthodoz, mercantile pur- 
suits. Already are oar engineers, architects, and mcchanica 
engaged on the Sontheru Continent, spanning with bridges 
and rulways the hitherto trackless wilds, and as onr Terri- 
tories Gil up, the inlerconrse between North and Sonth 
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America most increase. Oar relationa with the world at 
large arc comparativelj ondistarbed, oar resources are 
aonaallj increasing, and the great work of peopling the 
Pacific shores invites oar energies and capital. The tnffie 
from our realm is not to be limited to China or Japan. The 
vast Tartarean region of the Amoor RiTcr, the Seas of Ochotsk 
and Kamscbatka, the Philippines, Borneo, Samatra^ the Eastern 
coast of British India, Burmah, Gejlon, Siam, and the namer- 
oas gronps of islands in Oceanica, may be engrossed in the 
account. 

Let as approach the snbject, prepared to inyest^ pro- 
vided we find in its investigation a gnarantj for the capital 
desired. California mast be made an Emporium — a Xational 
Mart. Its position justifies the undertaking. Thither varioas 
routes are already tending from the • Atlantic sea-board. 
Railway, Steamship, and Clipper Companies, are all dispatch- 
ing valuable freights of travelers and goods, and all striving 
for advantages over their healthy and energetic competitors. 
Established railways are becoming connected by lateral rentes, 
while new ones are springing annually into existence, and 
the two months' travel to New Orleans of a few years past, has 
already been reduced to about four or five days. From thence, 
. San Francisco can be made in sixteen day^ via Tehaantepec, 
and thence to Shanghai in eighteen more. Fresh teas from 
China may therefore be upon the sale-counters in Philadelphia 
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ia tbirtjr-eigbt da;s — now the time necesaarj for B&iling 
TeBselB is at least four months — sometimes more. 

Tarions sarveya are traced to the CoDStantinople of th« 
Americas. True, these Dumeroos branches will merge into one 
Capital Trank, leading thither-ward, and in a few years the 
links thus forged will form a complete chain, and onr Bepablic 
will stand on the Pacific, the Banker of the world. Bat this 
great chain should be a national one. The climate through 
which surreys have been made possesses ererj advantage. 
Onr territory woald be more easily protected, and hence safer 
and more inviting to the native and emigrant 

From all directions of our country, the mails bring fresh 
news from the Mines, and add new gold washings and findings 
to the already extended list In the Middle States the precious 
ore has been fonnd, and from Maryland to Tirgiiiia is bat a 
pleasant trip; then the Caroliuas, Georgia, Alabama, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and the States bordering on the great range 
of monntuns, all yielding the auriferous deposit, blended in 
rock, or fonnd in the generous streams. Onr new-sprung 
Territories — some of them scarce baptized, with their earliest 
accents, send tidings of coutinuoas washings. Nebraska from 
the Cherry and Dry Creeks, and the Platte River, gives ns 
thrilling news ; and far on the outer-basin, Frazer River, ii^ 
vites the enterprising and hardy. 

There is a vast Geld in Nicaragua, open for the agriculturist 
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and the grazior, for where thera is and has been a general 
di'^ii-c, ID fact, a miLuia, for gold fields, Ihts vcndtrs of the uc- 
ci'risurica of life have aocumQlated all iha wealth, while the 
miners, in the majority of instanees, have either retunied home 
ulmost as poor as whca tl 
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virtues, aud the superstitions and violences of the bygone. 

The sudden enjoyment of great wealth had its natural aud 
uinvholesome effect; the means thus lightly ohtaincd were little 
priMil; the passion for gaming was indulged iu without re- 
straint, and the [irize money which was the reward of years of 
toil, was oftentimes staked and lost in a f-inglc night. Tlio 
Spaniard Lequizano, whose share of booty iu one victory iu 
Peru, was the image of the Sun, and who lost it in the indul- 
gence of this national vice, gambling, has fathered the Spaiiisli 
proverb, " Jui'ga el Sol antes que araanezca" — Play away the 
Suu before Sun-rise. The acquiEition of fortunes, whether 
by a chain of successes at the gaming table, or by " streaks of 
luek" iu mining, are seldom benelicial or lasting, for where the 
soldier stakes his last real and loses, he consoles himself wilh 
a new conquest, and the miner turns from the monfe-table a 
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bankrnpt, with the proverb, "Weill Well I Monntaios never 
keep accounts." 

The gold-bearing quartz we have traced along the routes 
of the Great Central Road to the Constantinople of the 
Americas, whose history will be written with a pen of gold at 
some remoter period. For the full development of our re- 
sources, and the union of the Pacific with the Atlantic, three 
continental lines of railway are necessary. One, starting from 
the west shore of Lake Superior, traversing Minnesota, Ne- 
braska and Washington, about on the parallel of the forty- 
seventh degree North latitude, and terminating at Puget 
Sound. Another starting from St. Louis, crossing Kansas 
and Utah to San Francisco, in latitude thirty-eighth degree ; 
and the third, from Memphis, Tennessee, traversing Arkansas, 
Texas, the southern part of New Mexico and California to 
San Diego, on the Pacific. 

A wagon-road is even now established between San Fran- 
cisco and the Mississippi, and the feasibility of one of the 
above indicated routes, has been thereby evinced. That road 
has been established within a year past, by order of Congress, 
for' the conveyance of mails and passengers between St. Louis 
and Memphis, and California, and per contract, the Company 
stipulate to carry the letter-mails semi-weekly, each way, in 
four-horse post-coaches, suitable for the conveyance of passen- 
gers, and to make the trip within twenty-five days. The 
23 
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route selected by the Post-Office Department for lliU J 
Iiiiic, probably possesses superior advantages, adiailling i 
ii'.LVtl ilie entire year, without int^iTDptioii from b 
colli, iifTordiDg a practicable stage-road itic whole i 
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north-westerly across California to San Francisco. 
Moiiiphis to Snn Diego the way is plain. 

This is a practicable Itail-Road Route, for the distance 
trareled by the Post- Coaches, is eighty miles per day. Tiin 
tnitle with Asia seeks an avenue across the Continent, and tliii 
B.s well as travel between Kiirope and Asia will prefer tliis 
route, provided we forestall Great Britain in her desire to 
build a rail-road from Halifax through the Caiiadas to Victoria 
on the Pacific. Thia latter, however, would cost at least two 
hundred and fifty millions of dollars, and when complotfd, 
the track would be covered with snow for six months in earh 
year, and for three or four more additional, it is said iviih 



A <inarter of a ceutury past, and the summer tourist viewed 
a trip beyond the limits of his own Slate, indeed a journej" ; 
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BOW he seeks the Kocky Mountains, and as he roams through 
its grand ravines, and from some hoarj pinnacle gazes far 
down upon the glorious lap of Nature, how grandly do the 
beauties of his own domain — ^his native land, appeal to his 
soul I The Alps, the Rhine, dwindle into insignificance when 
compared with creations in our own realm I Our continent is 
indeed a world in itself. On our matchless prairies, and in our 
unexcelled savannahs, we can sow and reap, and the harvests 
are sufficent to feed a world. Wliere find finer timber, 
grander streams, more majestic scenery? Where find a 
more enlightened nation f In her progress already, she hath 
proven her strength and activity. 

Our Steamers sweep the Seas, our Clippers sail in the wake 
of no foreign and competing crafts, our mechanics are myriad, 
and that which they must learn they acquire but to excel in. 
Thirty millions strong, and at peace with mankind I Even 
this truism seems fabulous 1 We are adrift upon a Sea, and 
our helmsman fears not the storms beating against our Ship 
of State I Thirty millions of freemen, proud of their indepen- 
dence, untrammeled, nerved for action, look forward for the 
consummation of the great work leading to the Mediterranean 
of the Future, where the Pacific, far exceeding the Mediterranean 
of the Past, leads to a nation of freemen, not serfs and slaves, 
bigots and despots. In the days of the Conquest, Cortt^s and 
his followers looked on the Pacific as the faided Indian Ocean, 
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stadded with golden islands and teeming with the rich tr»- 
sures of the East. 

The Telegraph and Kail-Road will, in mj opinion, adTance 
ns as a nation, in the present centnry, hejond the dreaming 
fantasies of the wildest enthusiasts, and with Protection upon 
our Minds as well as upon onr Banner, oar Yictory is assured. 
San Francisco is already in telegraphic communication with 
Utah Territory. A line extends to Oeneva in Carson Yalley, 
and it will he carried to Salt Lake ; there connecting Salt 
Lake City with our Western telegraphic limits^ we shall hate 
a working communication from San Francisco to Washington, 
and thence to all our Eastern Cities. 

The advantages to the United States^ in point of distance 
firom Canton and Calcutta, per the proposed Nicaragua Ship 
Canal Route, must strike the reader. From England to 
Canton via the Canal, is fifteen thousand eight hundred nules, 
while by the Cape of Good Hope it is only fifteen thousand 
six hundred. From New York via the latter, to the same 
port, seventeen thousand one hundred, but by the former, only 
twelve thousand six hundred miles. From England to Cal- 
cutta via the Cape of Good Hope, thirteen thousand five hun- 
dred miles, and via the Canal, seventeen thousand four hun- 
dred. From New York to the same, by the former route, fif- 
teen thousand miles, and per the latter, fourteen thousand. 

By the best present route. Great Britain enjoys an advan- 
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tage in distance to the Asiatic ports of seventeen hundred 
miles, while, should the Canal ever be perfected, there will be 
a gain in favor of the United States of three thousand miles — 
an average of fifteen to twenty-two days. From England to 
Valparaiso per the Cape of Good Hope, nine thousand one 
hundred and thirty miles, while New York is ten thousand 
three hundred and sixty ; but via the Canal, England would 
be eight thousand five hundred, and New York only five thou- 
sand five hundred miles. Again : From England to Callao, 
by the Cape, ten thousand six hundred miles ; New York per 
the same, twelve thousand one hundred, while by the Canal 
we find the distance from England only, seven thousand miles, 
and from New York four thousand. « 

The Sandwich Islands from England, are fourteen thousand 
five hundred miles per the Cape; from New York, sixteen 
thousand. Via the Canal, the distance would be from the 
former, eight thousand five hundred miles, and from New 
York five thousand five hundred. Will our nation seize these 
presented advantages, and in concert with others, consummate 
the proposed Ship Canal, or will we concentrate capital ex- 
clusively upon our own domain, and speed the Grand Central 
Rail-Road, which shall connect the children now scattered from 
the maternal side, yet seeking protection ? 




The CoiKiucat was achieved by the Castilians, aiUeil by rival 
faclioiis of the countries whose shores the invaders souglit ; 
the TIascalaiis, who had been subdued in the onset, by Corti'S, 
proved nllios subsequently, iu the hour of need, wilhout the 
aid of whom, his followers must have perished, as would thoso 
of I'i/.urro uiisustaiiied by national reinforcements. Tiic 
A/tws and I'cniviniis disunited, fell victims to those, who 
with siiiniriyr weajious, and skilled iu warfare, whether in field 
(368) 
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or ambush, felt their snperioritj ; and who kindled anew, at 
every advance, the smooldering fires of discord and hate. 

The romantic hi^orj of the Incas and Aztecas, possesses an 
interest which flooding years neither erase nor dim. The 
qaestion of the early independence of Guatemala, Don 
Domingo Jnarros has especially defended with marked zeal 
and ability ; he has adduced arguments to prove that it was 
never subjected to the Mexican sovereigns, although at the 
same time acknowledging, "that a considerable emigration 
took place from Mexico at a very early period." While 
Cortes was engaged in his wars in the latter, civil war was 
raging in Guatemala, between two of the most powerful 
nations of the Province, the Kachiquels and Zutugils. The 
fame of Cortes having reached this country, the King of the 
Kachiquels sent deputies to him, asking his aid, and offering 
submission to Spain. Pedro Alvarado, with three hundred 
Spaniards and a large force of Mexican allies, were senti 
arriving in the beginning of the year 1524, when they com- 
menced an attack upon the Qnichds, the most warlike and 
numerous of the thirty tribes of the kingdom. Di8orgAntfl(»d| 
and disunited, the different races fell under the tinreleH(lii|^ 
sword of Castile. 

The King of the Quicb«^s, joined by othor Rtnffm, fnHiif»»i*«t 
on the Plain of Tzaccaha, two hnndrod and tlitffjr iwti Wsm 
sand warriors, who, defended by entrenchment Ahd Mirr<«HlMM 
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by fosses lined with poisonoas stakes, were jet completelj de- 
feated in the first contest bj the small army of Alvarado. The 
Spaniards parsaed their advantage, and b^ the middle of the 
year, had subdued the entire country. The City of Utatlan, 
the Capital of the Quiche Kingdom, was said by Fnentes, to 
be indeed magnificent ; and so populous, that the king was 
enabled to draft from it '' no less, than seventy -two thousand 
combatants to oppose the Spaniards/' After a minute de- 
scription of the city, he says, the Grand Palace surpassed 
every other edifice, and in the opinion of Torquemada, it could 
compete with that of Montezuma, or of the Incas. 

We are compelled to forego an account in this volume of 
the early history of Guatemala the Mother of Nicaragua, who 
in the far-gone ages of the Conquest, possessed both wealth 
and civilization. Although Indians — and characterized by 
some recent authors as ignorant, cunning and deceitful — yet 
the most authentic accounts represent them otherwise, and as 
a whole much in advance of the nations surrounding them. In 
the variety of its languages, Guatemala preseuts a still more 
singular phenomenon than Mexico — twenty-five, according to 
Juarros, being still spoken. Of course the Castilian became 
the language in vogue. Philip II. ordered a correct history of 
the inhabitants while in a state of Idolatry, to be written by 
the resident Priests, which, if prepared, cannot be discovered. 
No tradition exists, which proves, or leads to the snpposilion 



OONTUCrniG CH*INI0NS among AL'THORS. 3^1 

that haraan victims were offered to Idolft. Lfts Casas settled in 
Guatemala iD 1530, and with meek hamility, mild persuasion^ 
and acts of kindness, won Yera Paz, which bad baffied tlM 
arms of the hitherto xictorioas Castilians. 

Shall we, in reriewing the past of Spanish America, accept 
the statements of Botturini, Gomara, Solis, Robertson, Ber* 
nal Diaz, Clavigero, Sahagan, Ixtlilxochiti, Torquemada, and 
a host of other writers who have labored in this field 1 Shall 
we reject the researches of MuSoz, who, by a royal edict, waa 
allowed free access to the public archives, and to all librar{c«» 
public, private, and monastic ? Upon what shall we prcdicatid 
our knowledge of the bygone, if we accept and reject care- 
lessly, or conQne onr researches only to the dim pages of A 
solitary tome ? Upon no subject do historians more widely 
differ in their views and results, than upon the early liip(torie<i 
of Mexico and South America, some, relying implioltly upon 
the statements of a certain author, or sot of authors } oiherttf 
as in the case of Prescott, principally bailing thoir dnjlunllnnH 
upon Bernal Diaz; while Judge Wilson, and othoffl, PtMliPJy 
disregarding old authorities, hold Diaz tm a w^nnlnrfoH ppfflinw 
age, and his history consequently a fwiUm. Hy fli»» fntinMl^ 
the Conquerors are held to be noMhrn of ilm. Holy IrnMli, 
glowing with religious fervor, by th^ biM/rr i]wy wr«» iwim«Mm«»»| 
as demons, who devastated the provir»<^« of poor |iii)ltMi4 
The majesty of the ancient AyM.fM U ilmM iUim, himI Mm 




^\hflh■. career of CorU'B and Piiairo, instead of being odb of 
roiiiaiitie chivnlry, as depicted bj Prescott, is beclouded wilU 
dcnioiiiae ferocity, and rendered, only aa n great Indian war, 
or a sncL'ession of rapid, startling bailies, waged by the expert 
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chiirires iiguinsl (he array ? For mj«'!f, I have not ventnred 
heyoiii! Iiishuie rcaliii.-i, my snhjuct only in a measure hcing 
liiiiifii ivitli the K;vrly llislory of the Aztrcs and Pcnivians. 
There was a d('fl:iiteiie/-s, a fixedness in the purposes of those 
natioiis, whii'h I cannot trace with any of the Indian tribes of 
the early Unilcd States. 

At the beiiinriiiig of the Sixteenth century, before the arri- 
vnl of the Ciistilians, (he dominion of the A/tecs "reached 
from tlio Atlantic to llio Pacilic, across the continent. Under 
Aluii^od, its arms b-.id lieen curried into llie farthest corners 
of (iuiU^'iiiala an.l NicaniL'iia."' Tlieir form of povernnierit. 
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gate there appears to me to have been more of intellect in the 
Aztec in those remote ages, than has ever been discovered 
since amid the tribes whom modem writers assimilate, and 
with whom they identify them. Prescott, from a mass of manu- 
scripts, has produced his Conqnest of Mexico as perfect as the 
student could desire. He has carefully weighed each authority 
adduced, and when conflicting testimonies presented themselves, 
has invariably scrutinized the positions of the authors, their 
motives, their inducements to miscalculate and mislead, and 
has decided impartially. 

Qovemments, revered by their subjects, would have with- 
stood successfully the feeble arrays brought against them ; but 
foes without^ leagued with traitors within, accelerated the 
ruin of the "ill-compacted fabrics." Succeeding generations 
mourn successive turmoils, and the Mexican of the Present^ 
witnesses or participates in kindred revolutions, allied to one 
faction or the other, who, in turns, hail with enthusiasm a 
Despotism or a Republic. Like the French, they have had 
both, and still like the former, they have saddened, sickened, 
and revolted under each. They refuse to be devoured by a 
lion, but are being gnawed piecemeal by rats. 

The proposition of Senator Houston, of a Protectorate over 
Mexico, which was received with levity when broached, now 
hath its weight. Shall we interfere to protect bands of ban- 
ditti from ruthlessly murdering each other upon our own con- 
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lines ? Have we the right to prorent coniinual warfare on 
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Is it not our right to have one or the other 7 Shall we pur- 
chiise this ulcerous dumcsne, and thus assume ifs sovereignty, 
or shall ivc oceupy the territory as security for our just debt ? 
Will foreign powers iuterpose, as in the question of the pur- 
chase of Cuba, aud shall they dictate, even to the possessor, 
the propriety of disposing of its wares ? Is Spain no longer 
imlepcndcut? Is she, as well asMe.vico, wards of the European 
pollers, aud shall \vc have the Mostiuito protectorate attempted 



JraiitK ^^ayer, i« " Mexico as it wns and as it is," remarks, 
rations haliiluated to be ruled for centuries, cannot rule 
inst'lves hi a mioute." And again: "Agriculture must be 
■lishcil, and farmers made to elevate themselves in society, 
Iiceouic riuh by their toil, and cultivated by study. The 
cliaiiii-al elaiis must bi;come ambitious of being soioething 
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more than the mere servant of the capitalist's wants." And again 
he adds : '^It has been a difficnlt thing to make the Mexicans 
believe that they possessed any other kind of wealth but money 
or mines." The same author also observes : " The lesson of 
chicanery and corruption taught to its colony by old Spain, 
* through her injustice and oppression, became a principle of 
action, and duplicity was raised to the rank of virtue." 

Abb^ Molina in his History of Chili, remarks in relation- to 
the valleys of the Andes : " The vegetation here is more luxu- 
riant and vigorous, and the animals larger and stronger than 
in the other parts of the country ; but as the people who in- 
habit this district are Nomades or herdsmen, and in reality 
cultivate nothing, it is difficult to determine with precision the 
degree of their fertility." The constant demand upon those, 
who cultivate agriculture, in time of war, in all Spanish 
Countries or Pifovinces, has been the chief drawback in the 
development of the naturally rich soil. In Nicaragua, the 
mules are taken summarily f)rom the cart and field, and 
" pressed" with the driver into the ranks. The indigo plan- 
tations, upon which much labor and capital have been expended 
are abandoned, and the crop and the estate left entirely at the 
mercy of marauders and the elements. 

With the Spaniard, the farmer has no caste, save in the light 
of a laborer. The adventurer, who magnanimously proffers 
his services to the State as a soldier, is received with pomp 
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and ]>nrade, while he who would develop the resources of the 

cGiiiiirv is looked npon with disirost, or only causes a rliipla 
upon the surface of national attention. As au illustration, I 
oCfcrttl certain iuformatiou relatira to the establiahmeut of a 
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the development of mincralc^, hut it is impossible to rai:>e any 
wherewith to coiiauraniate an agricultural operation, predicated, 
ccrtiiiiilv, upon results Icsa fickle and unstable. 

As I liave olisorvcd, in the former part of tliis work, a 
granicr in tlie Cboutalts district could ainaiis a speedy fortune ; 
yet it is extremely difficult to find even a tolerable horse or 
male, and if found, the price desired is very extravagant. 
Beef is scarce in the market, and- the little to be had, tough 
and lean, yet the abundant hcriis lowing over the green moan- 
tnii)s, and through the fertile vales, justify my assertion, That 
to an American, life would here pass as a jileasiint drciini, and 
fortune be ea.sily accessible. No stately modern stnictnrcs 
pierce the sky in Nicaragua, no grand aqueducts, or macad- 
amized roads, have been constructed by the modern Aztec ; 
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the pl&ins itre as the race of old left them ; no added pyramidE, 
palaces or templea, yet the same Sun glows on the same hills, 
07er the same sarannahs ; bat the present race are broken in 
energy, they shrink from Toreign contact, they are content in 
gazing monriifally npon the wrecks aboat them, and they 
dream, poetically, of the Past, and sigh for the grandenr of 
the era of Montezama. 

Prescott, in his " Conqaest of Mexico," remarks in relation 
to the Mexicans of the present compared with the ancient 
race : "The ditference is not so great as bctwceu the ancient 
Greek and his degenerate descendant, loanging among the 
master-pieces of Art, which he ha^t scarcely taste enough to 
admire-^peaking the language of those still more imperishable 
monaraents of literatnre which he has hardly capacity to com- 
prehend." And again: "The same blood flows in his veins 
that flowed in thairs. But ages of tyranny have passed over 
him — he belongs to a conquered race." The panegyrics of 
Soonini and Eaton have led ns astray, no donbt, on this eab- 
ject, while Thornton and De Paow have debased the Greeks. 
If they, the Mexicans and Nicaragnans, may never he truly 
independent, may they not be subjects, or citizens, without 
being slaves ? 

The Jews, and the Catholic peasantry of Ireland, suffer 

moral and physical ills — they live, struggling against truth 

Are they Ticions f If so, is it not in self-defense? Is the 
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■ Iianjrlity, and flaunts over n sliorn territory iio«' umler iho 
rm;rn of Isiiliel II. Under tbe eiitcriirisiiip' regime of the 
former, S|iaiu oecui^icd an eigbtii part of the known world, its 
iiiliabitants nuni1)cring .wvcnty millioiis, and its diniensions 
comprising a Bpncc of ci.^lit hundred thousand square miles. 
Of this ra^it domain, more than two-tliirds have l>i\':i IopI. 
Ill 1505. the Isle of Jtalta «-,is jrivcn np to tiie Onlfr of :!^t. 
J. -hi,. In i(;:>0, the Loivcr Xavarro-aiid lieariie were yiehUd 
to Frniiee, nnd iu 104^, the I'.onsselon. lu lOift she l-st 
rortugal otid her colonies. In 1(548 she roeoguizcd iho 
soverciguty of the Netherlands. In l(i2G,the English wrested 
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from her fhe BailMidoeg; in 1665, Jamaica; in 1704, Oibraltar ; 
in 1718, the Lnocas; in 1759, Dominica; and in 1797, Trini- 
dad. In the seyenteenth centnry, France took possession of 
Martinico, New Grenada, Gaadalonpe, and the half of the, 
Isle of San Domingo, and in 1800, Lonisiana. 

In the eighteenth centnrj she yielded np Sardinia to the 
Dnke of Savoy, and to Morocco her rights on Mazalqniyir and 
Oran. She ceded to Princes of the Honse of Bonrbon, 
Parma, Placencia, and Lncca, with other dominions in the 
north of Italy, and in 1759, Naples and Sicily were emanci- 
pated from her goYemment. In 1819, Florida was sold to 
the United States; in 1821 she lost her half of the Isle of 
San Domingo ; and before 1825, all the vast continent which 
her ancestors had acquired by chivalrous conqnest, was 
alienated forever. Of all her past immense power, what re- 
mains ? Her African possessions, the Philippines, Porto Rico, 
and the Isles of Coba. The Antilles comprise nearly all of 
her ancient empire in the New World. 

At no period in her national existence did she occupy a 
more hanghty position than under the reign of Ferdinand and 
Isabella. We find, in reverting to her history, that this was 
truly a warlike regime ; then Charles I. the era of the soldier ; 
nnder Philip II. the cowl and toga; then the Bourbons, 
courtiers, ribboned and starred ; and again the soldier in 
Ferdinand YII. Her succeeding eras have been devoid of 
24 
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cnliglitcned diplomats, marked by so generous spirit, bat 
riLlIior I); the TacillatiDg polk-y of yore, aiid a settled avenioik 
to ilie iutrodaction of iniproTements which, esrovagod hj 
other nations, have rendered Old Castile bat a third-nts 
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Unnecessary expansion t tatM as well as indind' 

na!s. Nations may develop themselves too suddenly; but by 
amassing their energies, their wealth, and by iunate cultiva- 
tion, by the proper protettiou of national interests, Ihey «ill 
strengthen themselves, renderiug the citizen a soldier at tho 
approach of war, a producer in the calm hours of pence and 
prosperity. That country which imporls to flatler idle tastes, 
or gratify popular vanities, cannot, in the hour of peril, e.xpect 
heroes iu her pampered populace. When the tocsin hath 
sounded, she discovers, too late, that t!ic rank and file arc 
indeed degenerate, while the leaders are, at best, but bevies 
of hite-voiccd orators, improvident with cologne, but avcrso 
to powder! 

Tho well-adjusted fabric of our Ecpublic can stand tho 
wear and tear of bomb and e.vjiletive, and our hardy pioneera 
arc already well-nigh on the Pacific bulwarks. Mexico prufils 
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not from tbe Past I Will Nicaragua ? If not, her shattered 
wreck will strew the waters, and the coming of Montezuma 
will indeed remain a traditional echo — a hope — while the 
Anglo-Saxons, ripe with energy and intelligence, will people 
the arid plains, and rescue the minerales from oblivion. Were 
the Ship Canal through Nicaragua, and the Pacific Railroad 
from our East to the West completed, what would be the 
destiny of the United States ? Her Pacific borders would re- 
sound with commerce — thrift on the mountains — wealth in the 
valleys — and from the fastnesses of her northwestemmost 
stations long trains of mules would wend, laden with gold, to 
barter for the silks of the Indies, the spices of the Orient, the 
Yelvets of Genoa, the embroideries of France, the wines of Spain 
and Portugal, the cutlery of England, and the manufactures 
of thorough Europe. Within the Constantinople of the 
Americas, the turbaned Turk would display his gems and per- 
fumes, and the dark Asiatic his ivory and cachmeres. The 
mines of Mexico would here find vent, and to the Castilian, 
who, of yore, deemed that land alone desirable which teemed 
with gold and gems, our remote possessions would prove El 
Paraiso regained. 

The intervening and neighboring domains, sooner or later, 
will imitate, if they do not merge. Tis the reason we would 
conquer — Step by step we shall advance, surely if slowly. — 
Not by violence is the great battle to be won, the prize to be 




gaiaej. We shall stand upon the entire length of the Pacifierl 
Eliorc, pprnnnentlf, moral vich>ra, potent, ngorouB, and bsppj, 
not as: blood-etained Conqneroni, ui^d Torward b; rapine 
and fiilic glory. Already Commerce throiiffs the Oulf of 
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